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TOXI c Smoke billows from chimneys of a brick kiln built near the Surma river in Sylhet. If that were not enough, unscrupulous traders continue to dig up soil

from the river banks and sell those to brick kiln owners. This entire operation is taking place under the nose of the authorities concerned, allege locals.

GREED

They say many land owners also sell topsoil out of greed. According to DoE, brick kilns are the top air polluter in seven major cities in the country. The
photos were taken recently from Khadimpara and Tultikor unions, where this practice is rampant.
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[LLEGAL OCCUPATION OF KARNAPHULI

Uncertainty halts eviction drive

MOSTAFA YOUSUF, Crg

The second phase of the eviction drive
launched to rid the Karnaphuli of
illegal occupation has become uncer-
tain as authorities do not have a plan
for the reclaimed land.

Just five days after the first-phase
eviction drive began in early February,
it was called off,

Officials concerned gave three
reasons for not continuing with the
drive -- indecision about the structures
built on the Karnaphuli land leased
out by Chattogram Port Authority
(CPA), not having a plan on whatto do
after reclaiming the land, and rehabili-
tation of slum dwellers.

Explaining the delay, Elias Hossen,
deputy secretary of Chattogram district
administration, told The Daily Star
that a massive master plan was under-

way for the river.

Reclaimed land had been grabbed
again by encroachers before as there
was no well-thought-out plan, he said.
“The government formed a high-
powered committee led by two minis-
ters to make a suitable plan that would
make sure the river is not encroached
anymore,” Elias added.

About the structures built on the
Karnaphuli land leased out by CPA,
Elias said they would act as per court
directives. "There will be no
unplanned structures along the
Karnaphuli. Structures that are
planned and necessary for the river will
be allowed,” he said.

Elias could not say when the second
phase of the drive would begin, let
alone the third and final phase.

The first phase began on February 4
during which 10 acres of land were

reclaimed and at least 300 structures
built illegally on west bank of the river
were knocked down. It began from the
Jetty Ghat of Sadarghat and ended at
Barik building intersection on
February 7.

Visiting the river, LGRD Minister
Md Tazul Islam told reporters on
March 2 that the letup in eviction drive
was strategic. He said the drive did not
stop, it is just a pause. There would be
no compromise with encroachers.

In a survey report submitted to the
High Court in 2016, Chattogram dis-
trict administration said at least 2,012
illegal structures were on the banks of
the Karnaphuli.

Asked about the structures built on
the land leased by CPA, Zillur Rahman,
deputy manager (land) of CPA, told
The Daily Star that the HC in its
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Hold Cucsu polls soon

Info minister urges CU authorities

CU CORRESPONDENT

Information Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud vyesterday at a
programme urged the authorities of Chittagong University
to organise Cucsu polls soon for building future leadership.

“There is no other way to flourish leadership than student
union election. I could not have come to this stage in my life
had I not been involved with student politics,” he said.

The minister was addressing the golden jubilee cele-
bration programme of CU chemistry department as the
chief guest.

Regarding Ducsu election, he said those who boycotted it
have been elected to several posts, including the vice president.
“If the election was not fair, how were they elected?” he asked.

Terming the polls fair and peaceful, the minister said
Dhaka University authorities had admitted that there were
some ambiguities reported during the election. They are
looking into it, he added.

The information minister also said Bangladesh has made
remarkable progress in every sector in the last 10 years and
has become a role model for others.

Vice Chancellor Prof Iftekhar Uddin Chowdhury and
teachers of the department also addressed the programme.

No respite from road

accidents
10 killed, 25 injured in six dists

STAR REPORT

The country witnessed eight fatal road accidents in the last
two days, leaving 10 people dead and 25 persons injured,
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Chattogram, three friends were killed after a motor-
bike they were on hit a roadside tree yesterday.

The accident took place on Muhuri project road in
Mirsarai area, said highway police.

Mehedi, 30, from Molaish; Arif, 20, from Sonapahar; and
Ismail, 22, from Ichchakhali, were declared dead at local
upazila health complex.

In another incident, an eight-year-old student of a local
madrasa died instantly after a truck hit him at Golarghat Bazar

in Satkania upazila yesterday morning.

Sadik, son of Mohammad Salim from Pashchim Dhemsa
area in the upazila, was walking to the madrasa, said Shafiul
Kabir, officer-in-charge of Satkania Police Station.

Mohiuddin, driver of the truck, was detained in connec-
tion with the accident, he added.

In Jamalpur, a truck plunged into a canal in Fulkarchar area
of Islampur upazila early yesterday, leaving the driver dead.

The sand-laden vehicle broke the railing when it was
halfway on the bridge as the driver lost control over the
vehicle, said Aslam Hossain, officer-in-charge of Islampur
Police Station.

A team of firefighters recovered the body of Mobarak Alj,
35, who was from neighbouring Sherpur.

Similarly, earlier on March 3, a microbus driver Ruhul Amin,
50, died as his vehicle fell into a river from a bridge in the district.

In Faridpur, a motorbike rider died yesterday as a truck hit
the bike from behind in Taltola area of Sadar upazila.

Chahor Uddin Sheikh, 38, from Dirazulla Matbordangi
village, was declared dead at Faridpur Medical College
Hospital, said police.

Police seized the truck but the driver managed to escape.

In Panchagarh, a driver of a three-wheeler was killed and
five people injured when the vehicle and a motorbike collided
head-on at Fakirganj Bazar in Atwari upazila yesterday.

Munna Haque, son of Manik Hossain from Chhotodap
village, succumbed to his injuries on the way to Thakurgaon
Sadar Hospital, said police.

Meanwhile, a man was killed as two human hauliers
collided head-on on Atwari-Panchagarh road in front of
Mirza Golam Hafiz College in Atway upazila the same day.

Shamsul Haque, 56, from Mirzapur village, succumbed
to his injuries at Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital.

In Dinajpur, a lorry hit a motorcycle killing its rider on the
spotin Parbatipur upazila yesterday.

The victim -- Mohibul Islam, 27 -- was from Uttar
Khalilpu Mollahpara in Parbatipur, said law enforcers.

In Manikganj, a man was killed and 20 persons were
injured as a Khulna-bound bus from Dhaka fell into a ditch
beside Dhaka-Aricha highway in Mohadevpur area of
Shivalaya upazila on Wednesday.

The deceased -- Harun Mia, 42, from Laxmipur Sadar --
was helper of the bus driver.

Yamiin-ud-Daula, in-charge of Barangail Highway Police
Outpost, said the injured were taken to a local hospital.

BCL leader
injured in
'Shibir attack’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) leader was
critically injured in an
attack carried out allegedly
by Shibir men at Madan
Mohan College in Sylhet
city yesterday afternoon at
around 1pm.

The injured, Rockey
Deb, is former general
secretary of ward-13 unit of
BCL in Sylhet city and a
student of the college.

Mahmudul Hasan
Sunny, president of BCL's
college unit, said, "A group
of Shibir activists
attempted to run their
organisational activities on
the campus that morning,
but BCL tried to stop them.
Hours after that, Shibir
men attacked Rockey with
sharp weapons and criti-
cally injured him."”

He was hacked
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Date-expired, used gas cylinders have been kept on the roadside for resale.
The photo was taken yesterday at Dhaka's Gabtoli area.
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The 18" MDS ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT 2019-2020

A blend and a balance between academic rigor and professional relevance
We facilitate your growth through academic excellence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Frame nat'l guideline to
ensure kidney treatment

Rally urges authorities on World Kidney Day
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professional degree programme with
the following features: (i) four
semesters of intense academic study
(68 credit hours consisting of 17
courses); (ii) a thesis/research work on
development experience; (i) English
as the medium of instruction; and (iv)
classes from 6:30pm to 9:30pm during
week days and any suitable weekend
hours.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Admission is open to individuals who
have at least a Bachelor Degree with
Honors (3/4 Years) from any
recognized University or a four-year
BE/MBBS/BDS Degree from
recognized Engineering
Universities/Colleges/Medical
Colleges. A Master Degree is
compulsory for B.A./B.Sc./B.Com
(Pass) applicants. Candidates already
having one Master Degree are also
eligible to apply. Candidates with
Third Division/Class or CGPA below
3.00 at any level of their academic
career are not eligible to apply.

Master of Development Studies (MDS @ DU)

This is an 18-month long accelerated =

= The

Foreign graduate students having a
minimum band score of 6.0 in IELTS or
90 in TOEFL can get admission directly
into the program.

- Admission materials should be collected

from and submitted to the Office of the
Department of Development Studies
from  16/03/2019 to  18/04/2019
(everyday from 9:00am to 8:00pm).

=  Written test for admission will be held on

19/04/2019, Friday at 10:00am.
admission test will evaluate
candidate’s quantitative aptitude,
language skill and analytical ability.

= For sample questions and indicative

contents of admission test, candidates
are requested to visit the department’s
website: www.devstud-udhaka.ac.bd

= A total of 45 students will be enrolled.

CONTACT

Chair, Department of Development Studies

Room No. 621, 5" Floor, Social Sciences

Building

University of Dhaka.

M. A. Khaleque

01717437121

Firoz Shah (Office): 01716336882

Email: reaz.devstud@gmail.com (Chairman)
selina.eco@gmail.com (Coordinator)

(Assistant Professor):;

The programme provides a comprehensive overview of the varied dimensions of
development, and is particularly suitable for professionals as well as aspirants preparing

themselves to be a part of the thriving development sector.
***Relevant regulations of the University of Dhaka will apply ***

GD-481

Speakers at a rally yesterday urged the authorities concerned
to frame a national guideline for raising awareness as well as
running preventive measures and ensure treatment facilities
for the kidney patients, irrespective of their social back-
ground.

Kidney Awareness Monitoring and Prevention Society
(KAMPS), a non-profit organisation, arranged the rally to
mark World Kidney Day 2019, according to a press release.

Founder and President of KAMPS, also Chief Consultant
and Head of Department of Nephrology, BRB Hospitals
Limited, Prof Dr MA Samad led the rally that started from
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU)
and paraded adjoining areas including Dhaka University,
Katabon and Jatiya Press Club.

Speakers suggested framing law so that kidneys from
accidental and untimely deaths can be taken for transplants.

They said currently 200 to 250 transplants take place
every year but it is possible to raise that number up to 1,500
to 2,000 through recovering kidneys from the dead.

In his keynote speech, Prof Dr MA Samad said globally
850 million people are affected by kidney disease. As per the
WHO line-up, Bangladesh ranks 11th in terms of kidney
disease, he added.

He said kidney diseases are spreading rapidly across the
country. In Bangladesh more than 2 crore people are some-
how affected by kidney disease. The treatment is so expen-
sive that even 10 percent of the population cannot afford it,
and as a result most of them lose their lives without treat-
ment. At least 50 to 60 percent of kidney failures can be
prevented through awareness, and regular screening is
necessary, he said.

Dr Samad suggested regular physical exercise, keeping
weight under control, giving up smoking and intake
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