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India's China Problem in Pakistan

NE can only
hope that the
latest tensions

between India and
Pakistan, which
erupted after a terrorist
attack last month killed
over 40 Indian
r'N paramilitary policemen

SHASHI and injured several
THAROOR others in the Pulwama
district of the northern
Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, will be
resolved peacefully. But however the crisis
ends, the conflict between the two countries
has cast an interesting light on a third: China.

The latest attack in Jammu and Kashmir,
which borders Pakistan, has triggered renewed
questions about China's continued protection
of the Pakistan-based terror outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM). JeM was quick to claim
credit for the bombing, carried out by a 21-
year-old suicide bomber who detonated some
300 kilograms of RDX in an attack on a 78-
vehicle police convoy.

India has a humiliating history with JeM's
founder and chief, Maulana Masood Azhar,
who was released from an Indian prison in
1999, along with two other terrorists, in
exchange for the passengers aboard an Indian
Airlines flight that Pakistani terrorists hijacked
to Kandahar in then-Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan. (One of those released with
Azhar was responsible for the subsequent
murder of American journalist Daniel Pearl.)
JeM then proceeded to launch several terror
attacks on India, including a 2016 assault on
an army base in Uri, also in Jammu and
Kashmir, that killed 19 soldiers and prompted
a much-publicised retaliatory "surgical strike”
on a JeM training camp.

Although Pakistan fights some hardline
Islamist terrorists (notably the so-called
Pakistani Taliban, which seeks to overthrow
Pakistan's government), it also pursues its
strategic goals by sponsoring, training,
equipping, and financing terror groups that
attack targets in India, Afghanistan, and Iran. In
Pakistan's macabre tango with terrorism, Azhar

and JeM are openly based in the town of
Bahawalpur, running training facilities and
armed camps in several locations, including
Balakot (which the Indian Air Force targeted in
an airstrike on February 26).

Azhar travels and speaks freely throughout
Pakistan, flaunting his terrorist credentials, as does
Hafiz Saeed, chief of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
alleged mastermind behind the "26/11" attacks
that killed 166 civilians in Mumbai in 2008. The
Indian government has been attempting to have
Azhar sanctioned under United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1267, which would freeze his
bank accounts and restrict his movements outside
Pakistan. But, though 14 of the Security Council's
15 members support such a designation, China,
Pakistan's staunch ally, has blocked it three times.

The reasons for China's intransigence are not
hard to discern. It describes itself as an “all-
weather” ally of Pakistan, which it sees as a useful
counterweight to India. Pakistan is, moreover, a

key element in China's Belt and Road Initiative,
(BRI), a centerpiece of which is the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which will
connect western China to the port of Gwadar on
Pakistan's Balochistan coast.

The USD-66-billion CPEC project, when
complete, will be China's single biggest overseas
development project, and will reduce transport
costs for Chinese trade with the Persian Gulf by
more than half. It is a prestige project for China
and an economically crucial one, and it seems to
guarantee Pakistan's indispensability in China’s
geopolitical calculations for a long time to come.

Though China dutifully joined in the chorus
of global voices condemning the February 14
suicide bombing, its government again made
clear that it was in no hurry to lift its hold on
sanctioning Azhar. "We are deeply shocked by
this attack. We express deep condolences and
sympathy to the injured and bereaved families,”
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Geng
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Shuang said, but oddly cited UN “procedure” to
reaffirm his government's position.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
is facing national elections starting in April, is
under considerable domestic pressure to act
decisively against JeM. At a public event soon
after the Pulwama incident, Modi said: "There is
a lot of anger, the blood of the people is
boiling... We will give a fitting, jaw-breaking
response. We will bring to justice the forces
behind the attack.” The downing of an Indian
jet and the capture and subsequent release of its
pilot may have helped begin the de-escalation
of the crisis. But though the two countries were
brought to the brink of war, India knows that its
main options are diplomatic.

India's desire to “isolate” Pakistan
internationally for its support of terrorism has
foundered on China's great wall of support for
the government in Islamabad. Other countries,
too, have bilateral reasons not to isolate

Pakistan. The US needs Pakistan because of
Afghanistan, and especially as a conduit to
negotiating a deal with the Afghan Taliban.

And yet Modi is particularly embarrassed by
China's continued support for Pakistan, which
flies in the face of the much-touted “Wuhan
spirit” he claimed to have established with
President Xi Jinping after their summit last year
in the central Chinese city. When he was the
opposition leader, Modi had sharply criticised
India's government for its alleged appeasement
of China. But, since he became prime minister,
China has continued to block India's entry into
the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group. Nor has Modi
been able to stop China from running the
CPEC through the Pakistan-controlled part of
Kashmir (which India regards as a violation of
its sovereignty) or reaffirming its claims to the
Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh (which the
Chinese regard as “south Tibet"). Today the
Wuhan spirit, if it ever amounted to more than
press releases, is in tatters.

Last year, the Indian Parliament’s Standing
Committee on External Affairs (which I chair)
issued a report on Sino-Indian relations that took
the Modi government to task for being “overtly
cautious” (sic) about China's sensitivities and
argued that India cannot continue with its
“deferential foreign policy towards China.”

Following the Pulwama attack, the United
States demanded that Pakistan “immediately
end support and safe haven to all terrorist
groups,” and the United Kingdom and France
have worked to pass a "presidential statement”
in the Security Council condemning the suicide
bombing and JeM terrorism. Despite China's
initial objections, they have re-initiated the
blacklisting of Azhar, a process which gives
members until March 13 to take a stand. There
is little doubt about how 14 countries will vote.
Will China continue to serve as an enabler of
terror?

Shashi Tharoor, a former UN under-secretary-general and
former Indian Minister of State for External Affairs and
Minister of State for Human Resource Development, Is
currently Chairman of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs and an MP for the Indian
National Congress.
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Girls in Math Olympiad: What's holding them back?

few presence of women in this contest The age-group my cousins were in boundless enthusiasm, and extreme
years that I found deeply appalling. The is the same as that of girls facing stubbornness to see through the end
ago last time there was a woman in the dwindling participation in the of a problem, require a courageous
when I'wasin  team for the International Math Olympiad. I went back to the data and mindset. The participants need to have
the United Olympiad was in 2011, The total compared the number of boys across the willingness to break a few rules and a
States and number of males who participated in all categories to see if the trend is strong sense of community with peers
contemplating the IMO is 32, in contrast to the mere similar there and found that the participating in the same sport. At the
a return to four females who participated in the number of boys stayed consistent onset of puberty, irrespective of socio-
T - Bangladesh, I competition over 14 years. I have across age-groups. It is not academic economic classes, girls face impediments
URMI was worried been a part of this contest in various pressure or greater difficulty for the from their surroundings, family and
about the SCOpes, iﬂl:lﬂ{iil"lg as a member ﬂf the juni{}r and senior Eategﬂﬁeg that C{Jnsequenﬂy their inner self.
challenges of reacclimatising myself national camp for four consecutive e caused the decline in the number of To bring the girls back into

to Dhaka. Among other things, one
major concern for me was how to put
myself back into a space where
gender is an extremely significant
component of identity and where I
will be hugely outnumbered by
members of the opposite sex in all
possible spaces. Although the
percentages of men and women in
this country are 50.41 and 49.59
respectively, I was worried about
being outnumbered. Being a woman
knee-deep in technology, both in
terms of passion and work, [ have
always been one of two women in
classroom, meeting room, field study

years, and it had not struck me as a
contest for boys—but as I started to
look at the numbers and the gender-
categorical data, it soon became
apparent that it is on its way to
become a boys' sport.

A doser look into the data reveals
some astonishing information about the
participant pools. The number of females
in the primary category (grade 1-5) is
consistently close to the boys; the number
drops drastically in junior (grade 6-8) and
secondary (9-10) categories, and starts
increasing again in the higher secondary
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the lives of young girls.

parents of girls become more
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female participants. It is something
else—something that only impacted

It is the age of puberty and early
adolescence when girls start to go
through various transformations. The

protective. The gitls are told to be
more careful, keep to themselves, go
out less, be shyer, wear more layers,
talk to fewer boys and in general keep
their energy within. For a competitive
sport—intellectual, in this case—the
incredible force of curiosity and

intellectual spaces—be it in the
Mathematics Olympiad,
engineering or leadership—we need
to be more adaptable to change,
and refrain from making young
girls submit to their fears or subdue
their energy because none of us
benefits from raising generations of
women who do no flourish to their
full potential.

Tamanna Islam Urmi is a graduate from MIT class
of 2016. She was a participant in the Math

Olympiad and attended the national math camp
for several years.

(11-12) category. This pattern immediately

To bring the girls back
into intellectual
spaces—be it in the
Mathematics
Olympiad, engineering
or leadership—we need
to be more adaptable
to change, and refrain
from making young
girls submit to their
fears or subdue their
energy.

trip, etc. I recognised my passion for
math and analytical problem solving
in childhood but it was validated in
2007 when | joined a movement by
Bangladesh Math Olympiad of
sharpening mathematical
competence of the young generation.
This is where I realised that I am also
a bit lonely in this space given to the
small number of females.

The amazing news of Bangladesh's
success in the International Math
Olympiad (IMO) this year, where a
major milestone was reached through
the attainment of a gold medal, made
me exhilarated but at the same time
added fuel to my agitation, It is the
diminishing, if not disappearing,

made me travel back in time. A time
when I would pay regular visits to my
grandparents' house in the village and run
through the paddy fields or slide along
the slope by mini-bridges with my
cousins, mostly female. But one year
when I was in 5th or 6th grade and visited
my grandparents, pretty much all of my
cousin sisters refused to accompany me in
my afternoon escapade. The same aunt
that encouraged me to go out and play
with my cousins was now reluctant to
allow her daughter to join me. I noticed
that my cousins barely got out of the
house and the curiosity and enthusiasm
for exploration died down in the years to
follow:.
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