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A curious notice

BRTA's call to use footbridges draws flak as
Ctg residents say those are either occupied
or poorly maintained

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Cig

Chattogram city residents were surprised by a
recent call from Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA), urging people to use the 11
footbridges.

They feel they need footbridges in at least
18 more intersections of the port city and the
existing ones are either poorly maintained or
occupied by hawkers and the homeless.

Md Shamsuddoha, chief executive officer
at Chattogram City Corporation (CCC), said
people hardly use footbridges and zebra
crossings. BRTA Chattorgram circulated a
“public interest notice” in local newspapers
last month, urging residents to use those.

Regarding the notice, Abdur Rashid, a
schoolteacher in Chawkbazar, said, “"How can
we use footbridges when we do not have them
at most intersections?”

Locals stated demands for construction of
footbridges at Chawkbazar Gulzar, Nawab
Sirajuddaula Road, Kotwali, Bahaddarhat,
Sholoshahar Gate 2, Wasa, Lalkhan Bazar,
Dewan Hat, Choumuhuni, Agrabad
Badamtoli, Oxygen, Anderkilla, Laldighi, AK
Khan, Alankar, GEC, Kazir Dewri and
Muradpur intersections.

Road accidents frequently occur at those
points because pedestrians are left with no
option but to jaywalk, they told this paper.

A 70-year-old got ran over by a bus at
Dewan Hat on January 15. The next day, an
HSC candidate died after being hit by a lorry at
Kotwali.

The existing footbridges are at New
Market, Chattogram Railway Station,
Dampara, Port Connecting Road, two intersec-
tions at CEPZ, Colonel Hat, Fakirhat,
Chattogram Customs House, Port Officers
Colony and Navy Hospital Gate.

Md Shahidullah Kaiser, divisional deputy
director of BRTA, said they published the

circular to make people aware. CCC and
Chattogram Development Authority (CDA)
had been asked to build more footbridges at
the points mentioned by residents, he said.

CDA started building two footbridges --
one at Muradpur and one at GEC - in
December. The construction work is still on
although Mahfuzur Rahman, executive
engineer of CDA, earlier told The Daily Star
that they would be completed by February:.

When asked why CDA was constructing only
two footbridges, he said, “Flyovers are located at
those points. That's why we are trying to make
movement easy forcommuters there.”

CCC chief Shamsuddoha said they were
trying to motivate pedestrians to use the
existing footbridges, adding that many were
reluctant to use the facilities.

CCC will build footbridges on Zakir Hossain
Road in front of Nasirabad Women's College and
on Bayazid Bostami Road, he said.

During recent visits, this correspondent saw
a number of pedestrians using the footbridges
at CEPZ and Dampara. On the other hand, the
bridges at New Market and Station Road were
found occupied by hawkers.

Filth and hawkers impede pedestrians'
movements on New Market footbridge, where
a number of homeless people also stay.

"We want to use the footbridge but it
remains dirty and occupied,” said Shanta
Barua, a commuter who was spotted jaywalk-
ing at the intersection.

Kusum Dewan, additional commissioner
(traffic) at Chattogram Metropolitan Police,
said eight intersections had been marked and
both CCC and CDA had been asked to build
footbridges there.

About lack of maintenance and illegal
occupation, she said, “I'm not aware of it. I'll
lookinto it and take action accordingly.”
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BARISHAL CANALS: PART-III

Holding on to what's left

Although most of the canals in Barishal -- a city once known for its
waterbodies -- are dead or grabbed, a few still exist. The last part of the
series focuses on those.

A flock of geese bathe in Sagordi canal, /eff, and a boat plies on the waterbody. This tranquil scenery exists

because the canal exists. The photos were taken recently.

M JAHIRUL ISLAM JEWEL with
SK MEHEDI HASSAN

Apart from being a boon to the city
and its residents, canals also
enhance the scenic beauty of their
respective locales. They are perfect
locations for taking a breather when
city life wears one down.

One does not have to be an avid
nature lover to find joy in the relax-
ing sound of water, the brightly
hued kingfishers hiding in bamboo
groves, or the occasional fish mak-
ing itself visible.

A person can spend leisure time
walking along the banks. Gentle
breeze is sure to cool them down in
summer months. During monsoon,
the sound of raindrops hitting the
water creates a rhythm, And in
spring, air buzzes with birdsongs
and murmur of the current.

This newspaper met Jobaydul
Islam Arif, a master's student of
Department of Soil and
Environmental Sciences at Barishal
University, beside Sagordi canal.

While sharing his thoughts, he
said the waterbody is a great source
of recreation for him.

“Whenever I get a chance, | come
here. I feel like it recharges me,"” Arif
said.

Of course, the scene would not be

complete without

seasonal fruits like guava and hog
plum that Barishal is famed for. A
“floating market” forms on Sagordi
canal. Traders navigate their boats
throughout the day with fruits
bought from local wholesale markets
or collected from their own gardens.

Onlookers may

boats carrying

also find delight

EXISTING CANALS

in the graceful swimming geese.
Their concentration might be bro-
ken by a flock of larks coming out of
the canopies of trees.

Banks of around 11 other canals
provide similar waterscape. If one
walks nearly 1km along the bank of
Madhya Harinfula, one might find
such scenic beauty at the canal
stretching from Kabir Chairman Bari

NAMES | LENGTH (KM) | LOCATION

Sagordi 1.78 Kirtankhola-Dargabari Masjid
Amanatganj 29 Kirtankhola-Charbaria

Veduria 0.75 Kutghat-Shekerhat

Choupasha 375 Kalijira River-Nahal Jhor

Rayer 33 Kalijira-Mollar Dokan

Gazibari 3.22 Biler Khal-Choupasha Khal

Biler 1.7 Munshibari Khal-Choupasha Khal
Munshibari 1.2 Choupasha Khal-Putiakhali Khal
Baniakathi 7.65 Kudgahat-Kalijira

Madhya Harinfula | 0.9 Kabir Chairman Bari-Bilamer Khal
Harinfula 3.95 Kalijira River-Sonamiar Pul
Paschim Harinfula | 1.27 Notun Haat-Rayer Khal

SOURCE: BCC
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to Bilamer Khal. One can also visit
the 3km long Amanatganj, 3.75km
Choupashaand 3.3km Rayer canals.

“It would be better if there were
seats on the bank, " said Arif.

When he was informed about a
development project which will
include such amenities, he said,
“Let's wait and see how long it will
take to implement it.”

The way the grabbers are heading
towards the canals is really alarm-
ing, he said, expressing concern.

WHAT BAPA 5AYS

Md Rafiqul Alom, divisional coordina-
tor of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon
(Bapa) in Barishal, said, "We welcome
the project proposal of Barishal City
Corporation to protect all the canals.
But we are doubtful about the optimal
utilisation of the project funds.”

“We don't know the details of the
proposal, The issue should be dis-
cussed with the civil society mem-
bers and green activists,” he said.

“As the project will be imple-
mented by contractors through
tender, they will think more about
profit than actual work,” he alleged.

Earlier, a project to protect two
canals did not succeed due to a lack
of proper plan, he said.

MANIKGAN] RAPE CASE

HC rule seeks
compensation
for victim

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yes-
terday asked the govern-
ment to explain why it
should not be directed to
give Tk 50 lakh in compen-
sation to the woman, who
was held captive and raped
by two Manikganj police
officers in February.

The bench of Justice
Moyeenul Islam
Chowdhury and Justice Md
Ashraful Kamal issued the
rule following a writ peti-
tion filed by Children's
Charity Bangladesh
Foundation and
Bangladesh Legal Aid and

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Chattogram City Corporation
Anderkilla, Chattogram
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e-Tender Notice-CCC/APP/Xen-1/2018-19

This is an online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP
Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the
National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents of following packages from the
National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank
branches up to the time given below.

Dated: 09/09/>s
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Services Trust seekingnec- | | §| | Package Name of works Tender | Last date & | Last date &
essary orders in this regard. : ;
Harristerid ABdul No. No. ID time of time of
Elfgle;fiﬂé‘;d for the security | submission
During the Hearing, the submission | documents
::;:iﬁiﬁfwﬂ;;ggg 1 BR15001- | Maintenance work of Dampara | 291155 | 24-03-2019 | 24-03-2019
why their failure to prevent N1F Store Office Electrical erlng 13:00 15.10
FALe nceny A e work of Store House Floor repair
declared illegal. and Electric work of Store Office
orahe et at 15 No. Bagmoniram Ward.
fepor o steps taken ; 2 | HB15001- | Maintenance work of Dampara | 291156 | 24-03-2019 | 24-03-2019
S dieaiiae N1F Staff Quarter at 15 No 13.00 15:19
fi fw d chil- : : -
f:l::x:}rf;m ?2:521 E;la[;m;:es, Bagmoniram Ward.
D e ereaiso ordered || 3 | HB15002- | Maintenance work of Dampara | 291157 | 24-03-2019 | 24-03-2019
to outline a scheme or N1F National Urban Poverty 13.00 15.20
guideline that will ensure :
that all government. Reduction Programme office of
;f;:;iﬂj;j;‘i&h;zm Chattogram City Corporation at
secure for women and 15 No. Bagmoniram Ward.
fhi;?;‘i{; S - 4 | SB15001- | Vertical Extension with | 291158 | 24-03-2019 | 24-03-2019
tor general of police, super- N1F accessories work of Shiraza 13.00 15.25
;‘éﬁ;?j}i’;lﬂig‘;ﬁ:;éjem Khatun City Corporation Girls
of police of Manikganj and High School (2f'|d and 3rd F|00I'}
e S e at 15 No. Bagmoniram Ward

made respondents to the
rule,

On February 6 this year,
the victim and her aunt
went to Saturia Police
Station to meet Sub-
Inspector (SI) Sekandar
Hossain, who had bor-
rowed money from the
victim's aunt.

SI Sekandar took them

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Further informa
and from e-GP he

CCC/PRD-48/19
GD-456

ion and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal
p desk (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

Chattogram City Corporation
Anderkilla, Chattogram

Executive Engineer (Civil)

Farzana Mukta

Division-01




