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700 gold bars
seized, 4 held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The law enforcers yesterday held four
men with 700 gold bars in two sepa-
rate drives in Chattogram.

Chattogram district police
detained two -- Md Rakib, 34, and
Karim Khan Kalu, 34, of Chuadanga's
Darshana area -- around 3:00pm
from a jeep in Mirsarai upazila with
600 gold bars,.

Moshiuddowla Reza, additional
superintendent of Chattogram district
police, said a team of Jorarganj police
raided in Chinki Astana area and
detained the duo with 60 kilogrammes
of gold worth Tk 26.40 crore.

They were smuggling the gold
following direction over phone, the

police official added.

Meanwhile, detective branch of
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
detained two -- Lavu Saha alias
Proloy Kumar Saha, 59, and Bilal
Hossain alias Kader, 28 -- with 11.662
kilogrammes of gold worth Tk 4.45
crore.

SM Mostain Hossain, deputy com-
missioner CMP's detective branch,
said they conducted a raid in the port
city's CRB (Central Railway Building)
area around 11:00am and detained
the duo from a Narayanganj-bound
car,

The detective branch later handed
them over to the district police, he
added.

According to the law enforcer, the
two received the gold from a man in
the city's Badna Shah Mazar area and
were supposed to deliver the consign-
ment in Narayanganj.

Police filed two cases against the
four with Jorarganj Police Station and
Chattogram Kotwali Police Station in
this connection.

Stay alert
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terms in a row. “Our government
wants to govern the country as the
servant of people, not as the ruler.”

She said the army is engaged in
nation-building activities like con-
struction of Padma Bridge and Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf Marine Drive, alongside
their main duty.

Hasina said the army earned rare
dignity and image for Bangladesh
through their sacrifice, sincerity and
professionalism in establishment of
world peace and different foreign
missions, which brightened the coun-
try's image.

She said a process is on to modern-
ise the army following the far-sighted
guidelines of the Father of the Nation.

The PM said she approved in prin-
ciple the formation of BIR in 1999
and formally hoisted its flag on April
21, 2001.

“It's the only regiment which was
formed after the independence of
Bangladesh,” Hasina said, adding that
now there are 43 units and two para-
commando battalions under the BIR.

The PM said Bangladesh is marching
forward and will continue to do so.

At the function, an attractive
parade of the four battalions of the
BIR was also held.

As the PM arrived at the parade
ground, Chief of Army Staff General
Aziz Ahmed received her.

She inspected the parade riding an
open-decorated jeep and took salute. The
army chief and the parade commander
were also with Hasina at that time.

The PM handed over the national
flag to the commanders of the respec-
tive battalions.

Dhaka returns

FROM PAGE 16

in squalid camps in southeastern
Cox's Bazar district after previous
bouts of violence.

Bangladesh and Myanmar signed
an agreement in November 2017 for
the repatriation of the Rohingya, but
the persecuted Muslim minority has
refused to go back unless they are
granted citizenship and other rights,

This week Bangladesh told the UN
Security Council that it will no longer
be able to take in refugees from
Myanmar.

Foreign Secretary Shahidul Haque
told a Council meeting that the crisis
over the repatriation of hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya sheltering in
his country had gone from "bad to
worse" and urged the council to take
"decisive” action.

Rahman said Rohingya arrivals
from Myanmar have almost stopped,
with none arriving in the past few
weeks.

Bangladesh in recent months has
stepped up security near the border
to curb smuggling of Yaba -- a popu-
lar methamphetamine pill -- across
the border from Myanmar, he said.

Where is Akash?
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Akash away from the police station
late at night.

When Anju went the police station
to ask about her husband, police
didn't let her enter the station, Anju
said.

Asked for comment, Officer-in-
Charge Ashikur Rahman said Akash
has not been in custody.
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A government taskforce conducting a drive against chemical warehouses and factories in Old Dhaka yesterday.

Drive barred again

FROM PAGE 1

Killarmor were disconnected as it
housed five plastic factories and a
warehouse of plastic materials.

As the team went to the five-storey
building around 12:30pm, the traders
started protesting angrily and
demanded the ongoing government
crackdown be stopped.

The team members locked the main
gate from inside sensing trouble, said
Saiful Ashraf, assistant director of the
Department of Environment.

He said they were confined to the
house till around 2:30pm and could
come out only after the officer in-
charge of local police station and local
councillor came to the spot to ease the
situation.

The team, led by air commodore Md
Zahid Hossain, chief waste manage-
ment officer of the DSCC, continued its
drive and raided two more warehouses
afterwards.

The agitating traders demanded
the government take action only
against those establishments that
store 29 “dangerous chemicals”
listed by the authorities. They also
sought time to shift their warehouses
and factories.

Subarna Shirin, assistant commis-
sioner and executive magistrate of the
Office of Dhaka Deputy
Commissioner, said the drive will be
resumed tomorrow (today).

Meanwhile, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal after a
meeting at the ministry attended by top
law enforcement officials expressed
firm stance on relocating chemical
warehouses from old Dhaka.

"All chemical warehoused in Old
Dhaka must be removed despite all
barriers," he told reporters yesterday.

Replying to a question about the
deadly Chawkbazar blaze, the minister
sald the probe report 1s almost ready
and it will be released within the short-
est possible time.

At least 71 people were killed and
scores injured in a chemical-fed fire in
Churihatta of Chawkbazar on February
20, prompting the government to act
against chemical factories and ware-
houses in the old town.

On February 25, Dhaka South City
Corporation Mayor Sayeed Khokon
announced that a month-long crack-
down would be launched against
warehouses of “dangerous chemicals”.

The taskforce comprising officials
of 14 government agencies started
the work on Thursday by snapping
utility lines of 21 such establish-
ments in Shaheednagar and
Islambagh.

A team of the taskforce was forced to
suspend its operation in the face of
angry protests from local traders in
Bakshibazar on Saturday, the second

day of the crackdown.

The drive resumed after around two
hours following direct intervention of
Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor
Sayeed Khokon. Another team, how-
ever, carried out its operation in
Shaheednagar area without hin-
drance.

Two more teams of the taskforce
disconnected utility connections of
eight warehouses on Agasadeque Road,
Asgar Road and Nanda Kumar Lane
yesterday.

However, utility connections to four
buildings were restored as the ware-
houses from the houses were relocated.
They were snapped in previous drives.

A team led by Brig Gen Sharif
Ahmed, chief health officer of the
DSCC, started the drive on Nanda
Kumar Lane in Churihatta around
11:45am.

They first disconnected utility lines
of three buildings on Asgar Lane and
Nanda Kumar Lane for illegally storing
plastic raw materials and running a
factory without the DoE permission.

Sharif said they will continue their
drive and urged traders to shift their
warehouses and factories of flammable
items to other places.

Another team disconnected utility
lines of five more warehouses on
Agasadeque Road for keeping flamma-
bleitems.

$45m more US aid

FROM PAGE 16

“This brings the total US contribution
to the 2019 JRP to $105 million,” he
said after a meeting with State
Minister for Disaster Management
and Relief Enamur Rahman at the
secretariat.

Meanwhile, the state minister said
the government would start relocating
Rohingyas to Bhashanchar by April 15.
‘Some 23,000 Rohingya families,
approximately around one lakh peo-
ple, will be shifted there,” he told
reporters after the meeting, reports
LINB.

Houses are being built there with
water and electricity services for the
Rohingyas in addition to ensuring
proper sanitation, Enamur said, add-
ing that shelters would also be set up.

The US is the leading contributor
of humanitarian assistance in
response to the Rohingya refugee
crisis. The country has already pro-
vided nearly $500 million since the
outbreak of violence in August 2017,
said a US embassy press release yester-
day,

Approximately $450 million is
dedicated to programmes in
Bangladesh for Rohingya refugees

and Bangladeshi host communities,
the release said.

“The United States is committed to
helping those affected by this crisis.
We are deeply appreciative of the
generosity of the government and
people of Bangladesh for opening
their border and hearts to a Rohingya
community that has suffered greatly,”
the US envoy said.

Today's new US contribution will
provide life-saving food assistance to
Rohingya refugees to augment exist-

Bangladesh
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giving," the report said.

"We estimate that if the world's
middle classes were to give just 0.5
percent of their spending - less than
the average UK household gives and
about the same as people in the
Republic of Korea - that could amount
to $319 billion in resources for civil
society organisations annually in
2030," itadded.

Significantly more people across the
globe reported helping a stranger and
volunteering time in 2017. But the
proportion of people who donated
money has declined for the second year

| inarow and isthe lowestsince 2013.

ing humanitarian interventions,
including vouchers, so that they can
buy food in local markets, monsoon
and cyclone preparedness to protect
lives, and nutritional support for vul-
nerable children and pregnant and
lactating women, said the embassy:.

This additional funding comple-
ments the ongoing US humanitarian
assistance reaching more than one
million refugees in Bangladesh,
Bangladeshi host communities, and
people displaced within Myanmar
and the region to provide protection,
emergency shelter, food, nutrition,
water, sanitation, healthcare,
psychosocial support, and learning
opportunities.

US funding also targets host com-
munities impacted by this crisis. In
Cox's Bazar, the US assistance helps
improve the lives of Bangladeshis in
these communities through
programmes expanding access to
healthcare and better economic and
education opportunities.

US assistance also supports the
efforts of humanitarian organisations
and the government of Bangladesh to
improve preparedness, infrastructure,
and shelter for monsoon and cyclone
seasons, said the release added.

Dragon capsule
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and the capsule were moving at a speed
of over 27,000 kilometres per hour in
orbit around the Earth.

On board the ISS, the crew --
American Anne McClain, Russian Oleg
Kononenko, and Canadian David
Saint-Jacques -- were scheduled to
open the airlock at 1330 GMT.

The mission is a test launch with
only a dummy on board the capsule
ahead of a manned flight scheduled
for later this year.

The Dragon capsule will remain on
the ISS until Friday before detaching to
splash down in the Atlantic. It will be
slowed by four parachutes, in what is
the one of the mission's riskiest stages.

The launch is a key step towards
resuming manned space flights from
US soil after an eight-year break.

After the shuttle program was shut
down in July 2011 following a 30-year
run, Nasa began outsourcing the logis-
tics of its space missions.

It pays Russia to get its people up to
the ISS orbiting research facility at a
cost of $82 million per head for a
round trip.

In 2014, the US space agency
awarded contracts to SpaceX and
Boeing for them to take over this task.

Repair work
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were yet to be repaired. These works

should be completed soon.”
Lack of coordination is also there

in the implementation level, she
said, adding that the authorities

should concentrate on it.
However, officials of Bangladesh

Water Development Board (BWDB)
denied the allegations and said
they had completed about 89 per-
cent works of the embankment con-
struction and the rest would be com-
pleted by March 15,

“Some organisations are mislead-
ing people with falsified informa-
tion. I do not know how they
(Popi) assessed the progress or how
many sites they have visited. They
did not even contact us,” said Abu
Bakar Siddik Bhuiyan, executive
engineer of WDB in Sunamganj.

Meanwhile, “Haor Bachao,
Poribesh Bachao, Sunamganj
Bachao” formed a human chain at
the Traffic Point of the town on
Saturday protesting the delayed
work of embankment construction.

“The work was supposed to start

on December 15 last year but the
administration failed to start on
time due to negligence”, Salehin
Chowdhury Shuvo, joint secretary of
the organisation, said while talking to

The Daily Star yesterday.
Jyotimohon Das, a farmer of

Dosmontopur village in
Sunamganj's Jamalganj upazila,
said that the work of a dam nearby

his house were yet to be finished.
“There is a chance that it could

fail to tackle the flash flood and if
it happens, crops of the Halir haor
will be badly damaged,” the farmer

added.
Abdul Hakim, another farmer of

Kotamara village of the upazila

echoed the same.
On March 27, 2017, flash floods

hit the haor areas of Sylhet,
Sunamganj, Habiganj, Netrakona,
Kishoreganj, Brahmanbaria and
Moulvibazar, around 20 days earlier
than the usual timing and caused
immense damage to the crops and
lives of people.

The region contributes around
55 percent to the country's annual
rice production, according to the
Department of Agricultural

_ Extension.

Radio, TV join struggle
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and television artistes, expressing
solidarity, announced that as long as
the countrymen and students continue
to struggle for freedom they will not
perform in any programme for
Pakistan.

The radio station played patriotic
tunes of Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi
Nazrul Islam.

During the ongoing countrywide
hartal, six people embraced martyrdom
in Khulna in the face of army attack. In
Chattogram (then Chittagong), the
death toll rose to 121 in two days.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, in a speech, greeted and
congratulated the countrymen for
responding to his call with demon-
strating courage and standing up
againstrepression and misrule,

"We need to stand up against this
ploy...

"Without immense sacrifice, no
country has ever achieved independ-
ence,” Bangabandhu said.

Again calling for hartals on March 5
and March 6, from 6:00am to 2:00pm,
Bangabandhu asked those state-run
and private offices which were yet to
pay salaries to remain open from
2:30pm to 4:00pm so that employees
could collect salaries.

Dhaka University Teachers
Association and 55 teachers of the
university in separate statements con-
demned the anti-people role of the
then Pakistan Observer newspaper.

That same day, amid military attack
on Bangalees and Gen Yahya Khan's
refusal to visit East Pakistan,
Sahibzada Yaqub Khan resigned from
his posts as governor of East Pakistan
and martial law administrator.

Gen Tikka Khan was to then take
over as the governor of East Pakistan.

In another development, Air
Marshal (retd) Asghar Khan in Karachi
urged that power be immediately
handed over to Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his party Awami League
for achieving majority and in order to
save Pakistan.

The junta in Rawalpindi appeared to

2 workers
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Lutfar Rahman, officer-in-charge of
Rampal Police Station, said Sohanur
was admitted to Intensive Care Unit of
Gazi Medical College Hospital in
Khulna right after the incident hap-
pened on Saturday evening,

Naib and Firoz died on the spot, he
added.

Rezaul Karim, deputy project direc-
tor of the coal-fueled thermal power
plant, yesterday mourned the deaths
and said the injured worker was receiv-
ing proper treatment.

The bodies were handed over to the
families, he added.

He also assured that the families of
the dead would be compensated by the
concerned contractor.

It could not be known if proper
workplace safety measures were taken
for the workers in the particular area of
the project.

root about for an answer to the prob-
lern, but did not exactly know how to go
about doing it. As days passed, the crisis
kept deepening further.

According to US Embassy's commu-
nication, at least one Pakistani air force
C-130 had been seen flying into Dhaka
and there were recurrent reports that
forces were being flown into Dhaka via
Pakistani commercial airline and of
the movement of troops from the West
via ship.

“It is known that there is pressure
from some elements in the military to
make a quick repressive strike against the
East Pakistan leaders in hopes of cowing
them and the rest of the province.”

|Sources: Liberation War Museum,
Bangladesh Genocide Archive]

India, Pakistan
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Nevertheless, Pakistan retaliated on
Wednesday with its own aerial mission
in a show of force. The countries have
fought three wars since independence
from Britainin 1947,

In Indian-ruled Kashmir, troops
yesterday shot dead two militants
after a three-day gun battle that also
killed five security force personnel,
taking the total death toll to 25 in the
past two weeks. The fresh anti-
militancy drive was launched after a
Kashmiri suicide bomber, a member
of a Pakistan-based militant group,
killed 40 Indian paramilitary police
on February 14,

KASHMIR SHUTDOWN

The government of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has also come down hard
on separatist groups operating in Kashmir,
including by banning the Jamaat-e-Islami
party, two of whose clerics were detained in
raids on Saturday night.

Residents observed a shutdown
yesterday in South Kashmir's Tral area
against the detentions. Shops were
closed and traffic was off the roads in the
area, and a protest march took place.

Indian authorities have arrested
more than 300 Jamaat leaders and
activists in the past two weeks, accusing
the group of supporting attempts to
"carve out an Islamic State out of India”
by destabilising the government.

Amit Shah, the president of India's
ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party that faces a general elec-
tion by May, told an election rally that
the government has made it clear to
the separatists that "if they want to live
in India, they will have to speak the
language of India, not Pakistan's".

The government, however, has
come under pressure from the opposi-
tion to share proof that "a very large
number" of militants were killed in air
strikes inside Pakistan this week, after
doubts were raised there were any
casualties in the attack.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, one
of Modi's top lieutenants, said on
Saturday "no security agencies ever
share operational details" and dis-
missed suggestions that the escalation
in tensions with Pakistan had anything
to do with domestic politics ahead of
the election. Pollsters expect the ruling
party to benefit from the nationalistic
passion sweeping the country.

Some fight,
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runs. While Soumya's batting was char-
acterised by an almost binary clarity of
playing full balls on merit and elegantly
hooking -- regardless of fielders posi-
tioned for the shot -- anything short for
boundaries, Mahmudullah was much
more careful and seemed to be waging a
battle against his own perceived short-
comings against the short ball. He was
eventually ninth out for 146, indicating
that he had defeated the demons within
and in the opposition.

Soumya equalled Tamim's record of
Bangladesh's fastest Test century by
bringing up his maiden ton with a
single off Tim Southee off his 94th
delivery in the 16th over of the day, the
59th of the innings. As an illustration
of the difference in approach between
the two batsmen, Mahmudullah
brought up his half-century in the
following over with a straight six off
leg-spinner Todd Astle, also off the
94th ball faced by the right-hander.

Bangladesh went to lunch on a
promising 310 for four after 72 overs
with Soumya on 123 and
Mahmudullah on 65, and the duo
carried on in the same vein after the
interval. New Zealand took the new
ball in the 81st over and Soumya's trio
of boundaries off Southee in the 84th
suggested that the harder, more respon-
sive ball would not cause any prob-
lems. But in the next over, after having
hit 21 boundaries and five sixes in his
171-ball innings, he played across the
line to Boult and had his stumps rattled
for 149, thus opening New Zealand's
avenue for a win,

Mahmudullah brought up his cen-
tury off 183 balls -- his second in
Hamilton and his third in Bangladesh's
last four Tests -- with a brace of bound-
aries in the 88th over bowled by
Southee, but the good feeling did not
last as first Liton Das played on to Boult
and then Mehedi Hasan Miraz impul-
sively hooked bouncer specialist Neil
Wagner down long leg's throat to leave
Bangladesh on 380 for seven.

Mahmudullah showed that his
mastery of the short ball, at least yester-
day, was complete when he hooked
Wagner for two sixes and then

but still

reminded watchers of his sheer class by
hitting Trent Boult with a straight bat
off the back foot through cover for four
in the next over, the 95th. Boult then
picked up his fifth wicket by dismissing
tailender Abu Jayed, before Southee
ended the possibility of New Zealand
batting again by having Mahmudullah
caught at point in the 103rd over for
146 and getting Ebadot Hossain caught
behind in the same over to deliver an
eventually comfortable win.

The teams now head to Wellington
for the second Test from March 8 and
while the hosts will be confident after
the thumping win, there will also be
some succour for the vanquished as
they know that there are batsmen who
can resist, especially if Mushfigur
Rahim also returns from injury.

Suspected drug
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conducted a raid around 1:30am, " said
Shah Kamal Akanda, officer-in-charge
of Detective Branch of Police in
Mymensingh, who also led the team.

Sensing police presence, the drug
traders opened fire on the law enforc-
ers, prompting them to retaliate, which
triggered a "gunfight”, he added.

Lalu sustained bullet wounds dur-
ing the “shootout” and was rushed to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital (MMCH) where the doctors
declared him dead, the OC said.

Police recovered 150 grams of her-
oin and 300 pieces of yaba pills from
the spot.

The body was sent to Mymensingh
Medical College morgue for an
autopsy.

Lalu was accused in eight cases, with
seven of them filed over narcotics
trade, with different police stations in
Mymensingh, the OC said.

Two policemen -- Motiul Islam, 40,
and Shafiqul Islam, 33 -- were injured
during the incident and are receiving
treatment at Mymensingh Police Lines
Hospital, the DB official said.

A case was lodged with Kotwali
Police Station in this connection.



