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Villagers worried as
'unknown disease'
kills five of a family

Experts from Institute of Epidemiology, Disease
Control and Research reach area to diagnose

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Panic gripped villagers of Bhandardaha Morichpara area in
Thakurgaon's Baliadangi upazila after five of a family died
from an “unknown disease”, while three others, related to
the deceased, were hospitalised with similar symptoms in
the last twenty days.

Acting Civil Surgeon Dr Shahjahan Newaj told this corre-
spondent that a team of experts -- led by Dr Md Gazi Shah
Alam from Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control and
Research (IEDCR) in Mohakhali of Dhaka -- has reached
Thakurgaon yesterday afternoon.

The team will visit the village and identify the disease
that led to the deaths. The experts will also ascertain
whether the other three also contracted the same disease,
added Dr Shahjahan.

Dr Firoz Zaman, health and family planning officer at
Baliadangi Upazila Health Complex, said the infected indi-
viduals initially complained of weakness. Gradually, they
suffered from mild fever and pain in body and at one stage
they died after lapsing into unconsciousness.

"Although we are yet to be confirmed, but as of now, it
appears that the persons might have been infected with
encephalitis [an acute inflammation or swelling of the
brain, usually resulting from either a viral infection or due
to the body's own immune system mistakenly attacking
brain tissue],” he said.

A control room has been opened at the upazila health
complex and individuals with similar symptoms will be
treated separately, Dr Firoz added.

On February 9, Abu Taher, 55, of Bhandardaha
Morichpara died with the symptoms.

On February 20, Taher's son-in-law Habibur Rahman
Bablu, 35, was admitted to Rangpur Medical College
Hospital (RMCH). Habibur died the next morning.

The same day, Taher's wife Hosneara Begum, 45, also
died at their house in Bhandardaha Morichpara.

On February 24, Taher's son Yusuf Ali, 27, died on way to
RMCH, while Taher's other son Mehedi Hasan, 24, also
died the same night, suffering from similar symptoms.

The three others, who are currently undergoing treat-
ment at RMCH, are deceased Yusuf's father-in-law Rabiul,
44; Rabiul's wife Kohinur Begum, 32; and the couple's two-
year old daughter.

Dr Shahjahan Newaj said until the disease is identified, they
were advising villagers to use facemask.

Baliadangi Upazila Nirbahi Officer Masudur Rahman
told journalists that they took necessary measures so the
disease cannot spread to other areas and so far, they distrib-
uted around 200 facemasks among villagers.
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An illegal brick kiln at a farmland at Nawdabash village in Hatibandha upazila of Lalmonirhat.
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[llegal brick kilns run as actions rare

27 unauthorised brickfields in Lalmonirhat continue operating for years

Our Correspondent, Lalmonirhat

The district administration is yet to
take any action against 27 brick kilns,
which have been continuing opera-
tions without obtaining any license
from Department of Environment
(DoE) for years.

Most brick fields on farmlands have
been polluting environment seriously for
long, said locals.

Officials of the district administration
and DoE in Rangpur said there are 47 brick

fields in Lalmonirhat. Of those, 20 have
valid documents while the rest are running
illegally. There is no office of DoE in
Lalmonirhat.

Azizul Islam, 65, a farmer of Purbo
Saradubi village in Hatibandha upazila,
said they have recently submitted written
complaints to the district administration
and DoE authorities to take steps against an
illegal brick kiln on a crop land in the area
but no action was taken yet due to
unknown reasons.

“Our farmlands and village roads are

being badly damaged due to an illegal
brick kiln in the area,” said another
farmer Shamsul Islam, of Doljor in
Aditmari upazila.

Despite repeated pleas, the district
administration is yet to take any action
against the illegal brick kiln owner, he said.

Mezbah Ul-Alam, deputy director of
DoE in Rangpur, said taking help from
local administration, they have been
conducting drives against illegal brick
fields in seven districts in the division
exceptin Lalmonirhat.

They communicated with the
Lalmonirhat district administration
about the drive several times, but to no
respond yet.

Contacted, Lalmonirhat Deputy
Commissioner Shafiul Arif said they are
always ready to conduct mobile court drives
against illegal brick fields, but DoE officials
are yet to place any requirement for this.

An alleged illegal brick field owner,
Lutfar Rahman in Hatibandha upazila,
claimed that he is running the kiln follow-
ing DoE rules.

Two JMB
suspects held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabgani

Man held with 30,000
yaba pills

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Prince, deputy director of Crime Prevention
Company under Rab-13 in Dinajpur.

On suspicion, the members of elite force
caught the man with a large carton.

Rab members searched the carton and
found 30,000 pieces of yaba pills in several
hundred facial cream containers, which
were imported from Myanmar.

The arrested man was handed over to
police after filing a case.

The value of the pills would be around
Tk 1 crore.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested two suspected mem-
bers of banned militant
outfit Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) with
some books on jihad and
leaflets from Ajhoir village
in Nachole upazila early
yesterday.

The arrestees are Bairul
Islam, 34, and Shafiqul Islam,
48, of Furshedpur area in the
upazila, said Squadron
Leader Sayeed Abdullah Al
Murad, commander of
Chapainawabganj Rab

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested a man with 30,000 pieces of yaba
pills from the road in front of Dinajpur
Police Station on Tuesday afternoon.

The arrestee is Zahangir Hossain, son of
late Ismail Hossain of Dangapara under
Hakimpur upazila of Dinajpur.

Following a tip-off, a Rab team con-
ducted a raid on a road in Kalitola area near
Dinajpur Police Station, said Sohel Rana
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were holding a meeting there.

Six to seven JMB men
managed to flee, said
the official.

Corrigendum Notice

This is to inform all concerned that the following corrigendum has been made on e-Tender Notice No-
66/2018-19,

Memo No- 46.02.0075.000.07.003.19.248, Dated: 22/01/2019 due to unavoidable circumstances.
Reference No: APP ID: 138467

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of

way for dumping waste for two and a half years, much to the nuisance for locals and commuters. The land
belonging to the Roads and Highways Department is used for the purpose as the municipality is yet to arrange a
safe dumping spot, said officials.
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village in Netrakona's Aatpara upazila, gave birth to a baby
through a caesarean delivery at Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital on February 15. She was released from the
hospital on February 20.

On Monday, she came to Netrakona General
Hospital to have her stitches removed. When she
entered a room at labour ward, her mother-in-law
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Fokrujjaman Jewel,

They are investigating the incident, he said.

They have already collected CCIV footage from the
hospital, said the police official, adding that they were
raiding different areas to rescue the baby.

Dr Tajul Islam Khan, civil surgeon of Netrakona, said no
such incident occurred at the hospital.

The relatives of Babita left the hospital with the
baby. The child might have been stolen from outside,
claimed the civil surgeon.
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(http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the
National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any registered bank's branches up to
5pm on 18 March, 2019,

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help
desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) and also for e-mail: xen.noakhali@Ilged.gov.bd or Call to: 0321-61340.
Interested persons can communicate with the undersigned during office hours.

M A Sattar
Executive Engineer
Phone: 0321-61340
E-mail: xen.noakhali@lged.gov.bd
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