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Without decentralisation we cannot
have effective local government

MOHAMMAD TARIKUL ISLAM

Decentralisation is often linked to the concept

of active participation in decision-making - ==
processes augmenting the democratic values.

Indeed, local representative authorities with

actual discretionary powers are the basis of
decentralisation that can lead to local effi-

ciency, equity and development. Effective local
institutions can formulate and implement S—
policies in line with the citizens’ aspirations

that can improve the quality of public services,

and thereby promote local development.

Bangladesh is a unitary system of state with
the constitutional provision for local govern-
ment (LG) bodies to provide all amenities
that people need. The Bangladesh constitu-
tion has specifically made provisions for
decentralisation. For instance, Article 59
stipulates that local government in every
administrative unit of the republic shall be
entrusted to bodies composed of persons =
elected in accordance with the law, and act of
parliament shall lay down the functions of
the local government bodies which may
include administration and the work of pub-
lic officers, the maintenance of public order
and the preparation and implementation of
plans pertaining to public services and eco-
nomic development.

Bangladesh inherited the colonial pattern
of local government as a consequence of
British rule for nearly 200 years. With the
partition of Bengal and India in August 1947,
the region became East Pakistan as a part of
the newly formed state of Pakistan following
the Radcliffe Award. During the British and
Pakistani periods, different changes were
made to the local government structure.
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