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Their first obstacles were their families
and their apprehension. When a group of
four women—=Sakia Hoque, Manoshi
Saha, Silvy Rahman and Shamsun
Nahar—decided to explore Bangladesh's
North on motorbikes, they were told
horror stories of kidnap, rape and
accidents. When the horror stories failed
to waver their interest, the families asked
them to get married first.

But their desire to travel on their own
won in the end.
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“Getting married and having children
is not the only job of a woman. Through
our travels, we wanted to show that
women can chose to go on their own
adventures,” says Sakia Hoque, one of the
travellers.

Sakia and Manoshi lead the team,
driving the scooters. Both of them hail
from Khulna and began travelling

together when they were third year

students of Dhaka Medical College.
Internee doctors at the college now, they

Four women out to break
taboos in all corners of
Bangladesh

have been financing their adventures with
the money they earn through private
tuition.

Silvy is finishing her Masters in
Philosophy from University of Dhaka,
while Shamsun Nahar 1s starting her
Masters in Persian Language and Culture
in the same university. They, too, finance
their own travels.

"Even when we want to travel with our
own money, it becomes difficult to
convince our families—they want to

| ENDEAVOUR |

know who we are travelling with and they
prefer female companions. But where will
we find them in a country where so few
women travel alone?” says Silvy.

The desire to find female travel
companions—and to support and inspire
women to travel—led them to open a
social media group, Travelettes of
Bangladesh, in November 2016. They
received an enormous response in two
years, with a following of 27,000
members, including students, working
women, and housewives. While
organising frequent trips for other
women, the four travellers felt the urge to
travel all corners of Bangladesh on their
own.

In early 2017, when Karnaphuli
Automobile Limited donated Sakia and
Manoshi two scooters for their travels,
the group decided to embark on the long-
awaited journey.

“Once we were planning the trip
though, we began to wonder: what would
we achieve through these travels? Sure,
we would have an adventure and
immerse ourselves in the culture and
heritage of our country, but what did we
have to offer to our countrymen through
it, to the communities we would be
visiting? Then we thought why not
consider addressing the issues that we
ourselves faced while growing up as
women," says Shamsun.

The four women wanted to connect
with young girls they would meet on the
way and engage them in open discussions
on their rights and sexual and
reproductive health—issues that are still
considered taboo in Bangladeshi society.
In April 2017, they began the journey
across the country under the title of
'Empowering the women through
travelling'.

The women traversed highways, small
towns, muddy rural roads and even sandy
river-chars of the 16 northern districts
one after another for a month. In six
phases, they travelled East, South and
central parts of Bangladesh. The seventh
phase to the north, which began on
January 12 of this year, was completed on
January 30 when they reached their 50th
district in Sirajganj.

Continued to page 7
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