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INTERNATIONAL

2 Indian ministers

left red-faced

AFP, New Delhi

Two Indian ministers were left red-faced vyesterday after
their attempts to glorify Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government on Twitter backfired spectacularly.

Critics have accused Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (B]P)
of running a relentless propaganda campaign on social
media to increase its base of supporters.

Media reports have suggested the party employs a "back-
room army of trolls" to attack its rivals and run smear cam-
paigns.

Yesterday, Railway Minister Piyush Goyal shared a video
purportedly showing India's first semi high-speed train
zipping past at lightning speed, in order to trumpet Modi's
pet "Make in India" initiative.

But it turned out to be a digitally altered video with the
speed of the train enhanced by two times, prompting a
backlash from Twitter users.

"Massive respect for Piyush Goyal. He just made the
video 2X times faster and called it semi-high speed train
when he could have made it 6X times faster and called it
super high speed train," wrote one user.

Goyal has yet not commented on the video, which can
still be seen on his timeline.

India’s junior minister for finance and shipping, Pon
Radhakrishnan also found himself at the receiving end after
inadvertently criticising his own government in multiple tweets.

The minister retweeted posts with the hashtag
#ModiforNewlIndia without reviewing the content.

Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamata Banerjee (R), Chief Minister of the Delhi Arvind Kejriwal (L) and Indian politician and chairman of
Jammu & Kashmir National Conference Farooq Abdullah (C) attend an opposition political rally in New Delhi yesterday.
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Messi fan now a Taliban target

Ahmadi, 7, and his mother now hide out

among many refugees in Kabul

CNN ONLINE

Global fame is hard to handle for any 7-
year-old. In Afghanistan, it can also be life-

threatening.
In January 2016, a photo of young
Murtaza Ahmadi went

viral, thanks to his make-
shift version of an |
Argentine football shirt of TEESE
his idol Lionel Messi. The s
shirt, a blue-and-white-
striped plastic bag with
Messi's names and number
etched in pen on the back,
earned the child two autographed shirts, a
signed football and a meeting with the
millionaire footballer 11 months later.

Today, plenty of people now may recog-
nise Ahmadi -- but he's on the run, wishing
they didn't.
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fame.

Ahmadi's problems began after he met
his hero in a brief visit to Qatar. They weren't
troubles caused by the constant spotlight or
paparazzi that blight footballers' lives. It
was the Taliban, who,
invaded the district of Jaghori in Ghazni

in November,

province where he grew up.

"The Taliban were kill-
ing our relatives and they
were searching houses.
They would stop cars and
kill their passengers,
searching houses and
killing people," Ahmadi
told CNN.

"We were not allowed to play football by the
Taliban or even go out of the house," he said.

Ahmadi in particular became a target for
threats, says his mother, Shatiga, citing his

Office of the Principal

Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208

www.bigc.gov.bd
Memo No. 37.03.2698.300.07.002.17-106

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Institute of Glass & Ceramics

e-Tender Notice (Re-Tender)

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of the

Dated: 12-02-2019

following goods. = ==
Tender ID Number & name of package Tender Lastselling date & | Tender closing
publication date time of tender date & time
and time document
284211 BIGC/AF/GD-5: Supply  of 13 February 27 February 2019 27 February
Computer and Audio Visual 2019 Time 12:00 2019
Equipment of BIGC, Time 09-00 Time 14:00
284401 BIGC/AF/GD-3:  Supply  and 13 February 27 February 2019 21 February
installation with commissioning of 2019 Time 12:00 2019
.............. | equipments for Workshop of BIGC. | Time 09-00 R Time 16:00
284142 | BIGC/AF/GD-2:  Supply  and 13 February 28 February 2019 28 February
installation with commissioning of 2019 Time 12:00 2019
equipments for Ceramics Time 09-00 Time 14:00
Laboratory of BIGC.
283983 BIGC/AF/GD-1R:  Supply and 13 February 28 February 2019 28 February
installation with commissioning of 2019 Time 12:00 2019
equipments for Glass Laboratory of Time 09-00 Time 16:00
BIGC.

offline/hard copies will be accepted.

| GD-287

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no

Interested persons can communicate with the undersigned during office hours.
Md. Ayub Ali

Bangladesh Institute of Glass & Ceramics
Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208
Phone: 9110319, 01851230123

Principal
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'Little to no change'

Top US commander in S Korea tells Senate about N Korea's
military capabilities as second Trump-Kim summit looms

AFP, Washington

The commander of US forces in South Korea said Tuesday
that he had seen "little to no verifiable change" in North
Korea's military capabilities.

President Donald Trump met North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un last June in a bid to resolve tensions over Pyongyang's
nuclear program, and the two
signed off on a vaguely worded

document in which Kim pledged to It had been 440 days e T

work towards "the denuclearization since N Korea's last “m["}m wensio, ‘ .

ofthe Korean peninsula.” : : espite the bﬂnhum}e of Kim
General Robert Abrams, the pmvncatwe action and Trump's first meeting, prog-

new head of US Forces Korea, said ‘ ress has since stalled with the two

the summit had helped dial dawn Trump and Kim are set sides disagreeing over what Kim's

tensions on the Korean peninsula,
but had not led to substantive
changes,

"Little to no verifiable change
has occurred and North Korea's military capabilities,”
Abrams told the Senate Armed Services Committee.

"Further, North Korea's conventional and asymmetric
military capabilities along with their continued develop-
ment of advanced conventional systems remains
unchecked. These capabilities continue to hold the United
States, the Republic of Korea and our regional allies at risk."

February 27 to 28

to meet in Hanoi from

Abrams added that North Korea was continuing its win-
ter military training at historic norms,

Trump and Kim are set to meet in Hanoi from February
27 to 28 for a second summit, following their historic first
meet in Singapore last year.

Abrams noted that it had been 440 days since North
Korea's last "provocative action” and credited diplomatic
efforts and international sanctions
for leading to a "significant reduc-

pledge means.

Analysts say tangible progress on
denuclearization will be needed if
the talks are to avoid being dis-

missed as "reality TV."

After that first summit, Trump called off large-scale joint
exercises with South Korea.

Abrams said "it is necessary to maintain a postured and
ready force to deter any possible aggressive actions,” but
stressed that the two allied militaries continue to train

together at a lower level.

1I'm sorry’
Thai princess apologises
after ill-fated run for PM

AFP, Banghok

A Thai princess has apolo-
gised after her short-lived
candidacy for prime minis-
ter earned a royal rebuke
from her brother -- the king -
- and sent jitters across the
politically febrile country
just weeks before elections.

Thailand has been mired
in political drama since
Friday, when Princess
Ubolratana's name was
submitted as a prime minis-
terial candidate by the Thai
Raksa Chart Party.

The party is allied with the
powerful Shinawatra clan,
which has won all elections
since 2001 but whose patron,
the billionaire ex-premier
Thaksin, lives in self-exile to
avoid jail.

Ubolratana's unprece-
dented bid to enter frontline
politics unravelled within
hours after King Maha
Vajiralongkorn decried the
entry of a royal into the
political fray as "highly
inappropriate”.

Thailand's monarchy is
seen as above politics,
although royals have inter-
vened in public during
times of political crisis.

The princess was dis-
qualified as a prime minis-
terial candidate by the
Election Commission on
Monday, which cited the
royal command. It is now

discussing whether to refer
Thai Raksa Chart to the
consitutional court for
dissolution.

In an Instagram post late
Tuesday the 67-year-old
princess apologised for her
role in the drama.

"I'm sorry that my genu-
ine intention to help work
for the country and fellow
Thai people has created a
problem that shouldn't
happen in this era," she
wrote.

Meghalaya puts bar
on schoolbag weight

Sets restrictions on homework

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

In a big relief to students, the Meghalaya government in
India has put a cap on the weight of schoolbags for all
classes and set restrictions on homework for classes 1 and 2.

According to the state's education department, the official
order issued to the school authorities is in tune with the direc-
tives of the federal Human Resources Development Ministry.

"The weight of school bags for classes 1 and 2 has been
capped at 1.5 kg, while bags for those studying in classes 3to 5
should not exceed 3 kg," the order said adding that for stu-
dents of classes 6 to 7, the maximum weight should be 4 kg,

The weight of school bags for classes 8 and 9 has been
capped at 4.5 kg and the maximum weight of bags forclass X
students has been limited to 5 kg.

"We have issued instructions via a notification, setting
limits on the weight of school bags. This is in line with the
guidelines of the Union Human Resources Development
Ministry, keeping in mind that the weights the children
carry affect their health," Education Principal Secretary D P
Wahlang said.

The department has also asked the heads of institutions to
ensure that timetables are designed in a way that students do
not have to carry too many books or notebooks to school.

"Schools should make sure that the students are asked to
carry only those textbooks that have been mentioned in
their time table," the ordersaid.

G1ve us our 284
summit cars back

Papua New Guinea police plead

REUTERS, Sydney

Papua New Guinea police are seeking the return of nearly 300
imported cars loaned to officials for driving world leaders
around its capital during last year's Asia-Pacific Economic
Corporation meeting, a commander said on Tuesday.

The purchase of the fleet, including 40 slick Maserati
Quattroporte sedans, sparked public protest in a country
beset by poverty, and potholes, and the government had
promised to auction the cars after the November summit.

"There are 284 vehicles ... that were issued to personnel
to use during APEC that haven't been returned as yet," said
Superintendent Dennis Corcoran, who heads the State
Asset Recovery Unit.

The vehicles include Landcruisers, Fords, Mazdas and
Pajeros, he said, but not the luxury marques, which have
been tracked down and recovered.

"All 40 of the Maseratis and the three Bentleys are in top
condition and locked away in the old wharf shed down on
the main wharf,” Corcoran said in a telephone call from
Port Moresby.

He said police knew that nine cars were stolen, parts had
gone missing and some of the returned cars were "pretty
seriously damaged”.

The South Pacific archipelago of 7.3 million people
pulled out all the stops at the APEC summit, hoping to put
itself on the world map and lure investment. Aid money

poured in from China and Australia to prepare for the event. |

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Finance, Finance Division
Skills for Employment Investment Program (SEIP) Project

Invitation for Tenders for Goods (National)

1 Ministry/division Ministry of Finance.

2 Agency Finance Division.

3 Procuring entity name Skills for Employment Investment Program.

4 Procuring entity code NIA

5 Procuring entity district Dhaka

6 Invitation for Procurement of Training Equipment for Jamalpur TTC and
Chattogram BITAC.

7 Invitation Ref Mo, FD/SEIP/GD-55/25/(Part-1)/2016-2017/288

B Date 13/02/2019

KEY INFORMATION

9 Procurement method Open Tendering (National).

FUNDING INFORMATION

10 Budget and source of funds

Govemment of Bangladesh and ADB.

1 Development partners (if applicable)
and Cooperation (SDC).

Asian Development Bank and Swiss Agency for Development

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

12 Project/program code (if applicable) 5-0901-5014

13 Project/program name (if applicable)

Skills for Employment Investment Program (SEIP).

14 Tender package No. GD-55

15 Tender package name

Procurement of Training Equipment for Jamalpur TTC and

Chattogram BITAC.

Date
16 Tender publication date 14.02.2019
17 Tender last selling date 19.03.2019

i Date Time

18 Tender closing date and time 20,03.2019 2:30pm
19 Tender opening date and time 20.03.2019 2.45pm
20 Name & address of the office(s) Address

-Selling tender document

Project Officer (Aftention: Mr. Tazul Islam Patwary), Skills for
Employment Investment Program, Finance Division, Ministry of
Finance, Probashi Kallyan Bhaban (15" Floor), 71-72, Old
Elephant Road, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000.

No conditions apply for sale, purchase or distribution of tender documents

-Receiving tender document

Room # 238, Building # 7, Finance Division, Ministry of
Finance, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka

Certificate.

contract.

defective goods.

-Opening tender document Room # 238, Building # 7, Finance Division, Ministry of
Finance, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka by Tender Opening
Committee.
21 Place/date/time of
Pre-tender meeting (optional) Date Time
28/02/2019 12.00 noon
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
22 Eligibility of tenderer e The tenderer should be from ADB-member countries as

listed in Section 9 of the tender document.
¢ The tenderer shall have updated trade licence/certificate
of incorporation, VAT registration and Income Tax

e The tenderer shall not be insolvent, bankrupt or in
receivership and shall not be debarred for entering into

* The tenderer shall not be debamed for fraudulent,
collusive, coercive and corrupt practices and for supply of

e  (ther eligibility criteria as stated in the tender document.

23 Brief description of goods or works

Electrical, electronics, mechanical items and tools to be used
for different fraining courses.

24 Brief description of related services None

25 Price of tender document (Taka) 1000.00

26 Lot No. Identification of lot Location Tender security amount | Completion time in
(Tk) weeks/ months/days

N/A ltem-by-ltem basis | Jamalpur and | At least 2% of the total 90 days
tender Chattogram value of the items offered

by the tenderer

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

29 Name of official inviting tender Jalal Ahmed.

30 Designation of official inviting tender

Additional Secretary and Executive Project Director.

31 Address of official inviting tender

SEIP Project, Finance Division,

Ministry of Finance.

32 Contact details of official inviting
tender

Telephone No:
+88-02-55138753-5 (PABX)

Fax No: +88-02-55138752

33 The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the tender proceedings.

GD-292

Jalal Ahmed
Executive Project Director
Skills For Employment Investment Program (SEIP) Project
Probashi Kallyan Bhaban (15* Floor)
71-72, Old Elephant Road, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000
Phone: 55138753-5 (PABX), Fax: 55138752
Email: jalalé1@finance.gov.bd




