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Bangladesh Ansar & VDP — “It’s roles and
responsibilities for security, social satety and
against terrorism”

Dr. Forgan Uddin Ahmed
Deputy Director General (Rtd.)

Introduction

Ansar and VDP is the largest community based disciplined
organization of Bangladesh. The total number of this force 1s
about 60 lakhs. The female members cover the half of the total
number. The organization of the force is extended up to village
level. In the villages, we have one male Platoon and one female
VDP Platoon each comprising of 32 members. In the union level,
there is one Ansar male platoon and in every Upazilla there is
one Ansar Company each comprising of 32 and 100 members
respectively.

Today, Ansar VDP is not confined in its nomenclature, but its
idea has expanded to the very depth and height with some noble
motto and objectives taken by the enrolled members in a very
challenging way. Specially in the field of communication
network, total defense system, safety and security of various key
point instillation, industries and above all socio-economic devel-
opment of the nation.

Security Concept and Engagement of Bangladesh
Ansar & VDP

The core and principle works of human security can be started
from the grass roots level and village is the ultimate unit of devel-
opment in case of any kind of development orientation. If we can
remove all human security threats from the villages of Bangla-
desh, research shows that 73.12 percent of basic human needs
and deeds are in the village and without changing the basic
scenario of poverty picture in the pastoral life, Bangladesh shall
not be able to bring any meaningful change in poverty discourse
of Bangladesh. We find only a few alternatives for addressing
human security problems from government side for poverty
reduction in grass root level. Some Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions are doing good; but more and more efforts are required and
they are prerequisites also. from government side, for reducing
poverty and other human security threats. Bangladesh Ansar &
VDP with all its infrastructure and superstructure can be the
utmost agency on behalf of the government and that 1s our belief
in the field of human security in Bangladesh. Further researches
are strongly required for a society oriented governmental organi-
zation; otherwise people may become less confident on state’s
capacity structure and human security.

For any meaningful change in the society, academic knowledge
is a must. Bangladesh Ansar & VDP has opened a master degree
program for increasing academic knowledge on human security.
The name of the program is “Masters in Human Security”
(MHS) which is affiliated to the University of Dhaka. We are
studying on human security from perspectives of social Science.
The program is being run under close supervision of the Faculty
of Social Sciences, University of Dhaka.

Suggestion and Recommendation

The following points need to be taken into cognizance and
consideration. These are to promote a vibrant command &
control flow chart, to launch easy and accessible communication
network, to promote classified manpower for deployment,
training & above all good personnel management system, to
ensure timely logistic support, to ensure transport support, to
ensure modern weapon support, to ensure infrastructural
support, to ensure financial support, to ensure proper medical
support.

To make a nation sate trom terrorism, the peoples’ torce like
Ansar VDP may be activated, well-equipped and mobilized. And
its members need to be involved with a definite tasking by the
idea of community safety and security with the local government
bodies. Again various awareness program and anti terrorism
campaign may be launched and counseling centers may be set up
with Ansar VDP members.

Conclusion

Ansar & Village Defense Party 1s the largest disciplined force in
Bangladesh. The members of this force are working as soldier of
socio-economic development and assisting to maintain rural law
and order situation. They also organize, inspire & motivate rural
people and they are building awareness among various people of
rural area against anti terrorist activities & anti social elements.
The organization can exchange its views, thoughts, opinions,
techniques, technology experience & expertise including
training with the other like forces or workers working for devel-
opment of the country.
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