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Promoting behavioural neuroscience research

A CORRESPONDENT

A seminar on the promotion of behav-
ioural neuroscience research took place in
the International Bangladesh Hope School
(previously known as International
Turkish Hope School) in Uttara recently.
Attended by 90 enlightened students of the
school, volunteers, organisers, students,
teachers, and the Vice Principal of the
school, it was aimed at raising awareness
about the importance of behavioural
neuroscience research and to trigger the
inner curiosity of students to solve the
mysteries of the brain in the future.

The seminar was hosted by the
Bangladesh Neuroscience Society (BNSS)
and lectures were given by Dr. Hasan
Mahmud Reza and Dr. Md. Ashrafur
Rahman, two chief members of the society:.

Professor Dr. Hasan Mahmud Reza
completed his PhD from the Nara Institute
of Science and Technology in 2002 in the
field of molecular and developmental
biology. He has been working as a
Professor of the Department of
Pharmaceutical Sciences in North South
University since 2007 and is the President
of Bangladesh Neuroscience Society. His
topic during the seminar was on the pros-
pects of neuroscience worldwide.

Dr. Ashrafur Rahman is also an assistant
professor in the Department of
Pharmaceutical Science of North South

AAYAN AHMED

The day had finally arrived. January 1,
2019. It was the day when the Bangladesh
contingent would fly to Australia for what
promised to be an amazing adventure at
the 25th Australian Scout Jamboree. Our
group consisted of 16 young Scouts from
Sunnydale School, and we were about to
witness one of the best events in the
scouting world.

After a freezing transit of sixteen hours
in China, we were greeted with some very
hot weather in Adelaide. It was an intrigu-
ing prospect to stay in such scorching
weather for the next 12 days. Leaving the
fear of getting sunburnt aside, I looked
forward to the new experiences awaiting
me,

Arriving at our jamboree site, we
noticed that there were already many
tents such as international hub, the pitch,
etc. All these tents were accumulated in
the shape of a mall, known as Alawa mall.
After daylong adventures, every night we
were allowed to talk to our parents using
WIi-Fi and roam around. Our sub camp
site was quite impressive as well. Our
troop, C324 was led by a gentleman
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University. He completed his PhD in 2016
and achieved the Dean's Award for his
outstanding performance in the field of
memory formation, consolidation, and
expression. He is credited with developing
the Behavioral Neuroscience Laboratory in
North South University. He is serving as
the Vice President of the Bangladesh
Neuroscience Society and his topic during
the seminar was on the prospects on neu-
roscience in Bangladesh.

Dr. Reza reiterated the importance of
further research on behavioural neurosci-
ence, its prospects worldwide, and how
further studies can lead to ground-

My experience at the Aus

breaking leads on finding the physical
operations of brain that affects the mental
state of a being.

Following Dr. Reza, Dr. Rahman took
over the helm. With a Powerpoint presen-
tation for assistance, the students looked
on with intrigued eyes and ears as he
described how the motor area controls the
movements of our voluntary muscles, how
the brain stem is responsible for our con-
sciousness, breathing and heart rate, how a
functioning cerebellum is in charge of our
posture, balance, coordination of move-
ment, etc. He then spoke of the male and
female brains and revealed to the aston-
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named Bill Pettit. On our arrival we each
received a buddy daypack which included
a hat, handbook, and lunchbox for over-
night/daylong activities. Next day during
the opening ceremony, we proudly wit-
nessed our national flag being hoisted.
We all had fun at the concert and enjoyed
colourful fireworks. The jamboree chief
delivered an inspiring speech for the
participants.

Our activities began on the next day.
The first activity was the “Cube”, which
included a mud zone, an obstacle zone,
and a vertical zone. It was a three-hour
activity but we did it all in an hour. We
earned wristbands and badges after the
activity. There were many activities every-
day such as “Bang”, “Splat”, “Whizz", “Hi
Tech”, and many more. There were two
daylong activities, “Metro Mania” and

ished students that they have stark differ-
ences between them.

Dr. Rahman kept the students on the edge
of their seats by giving interesting examples
and by stating a few mind-numbing facts.
Einstein's brain became an interesting point
of conversation at one point after he let out
the information that Einstein's brain, upon
having examined, was found to be much
different than any other human brain, per-
haps giving him the edge and separating him
from the average human.

At the end of their respective lectures,
Dr. Reza and Dr. Rahman allowed the
participation of students by allowing them
to ask questions about the subject matter.
They seemed pleased to answer the stu-
dents' queries and were impressed with
the interactive attitude and curiosity of the
students about the topic of the event.

The event was drawn to a close with an
interactive game for the students. The
game was basically a series of brain teasers
and the ten best performers were rewarded
with a prize each. The students who took
part in the event were given participatory
certificates for their involvement in the
seminar to cap the day off.

The event can be hailed as a success as
it was educational and informative and it
1s largely possible that it may have
inspired many of the future generation to
indulge themselves in neuroscience
research in the future.
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“Wet 'n Windy". In Metro Mania, we
roamed around Adelaide, and played
goose chase. Wet 'n Windy, on the other
hand, was once-in-a-lifetime experience.
We were taken to the Murray River, where
we had to man our own boat. It was a
engaging and enjoyable activity. We also
had an international night when the
Bangladesh contingent performed to
some popular songs like Tak Dhum Tak
Dhum Bajai Bangladesher Dhol, Joy
Bangla, etc.

At the closing ceremony, we were con-
gratulated for completing the jamboree
and given badges. A slideshow of the
pictures taken during the jamboree was
shown as well. Here, we made many
friends from different countries. All in all,
we were quite happy to join in this jam-
boree experience. I would like to encour-
age those who are interested in Scouts to
apply for such jamborees and to have
such challenging experiences with people
from around the world. It is surely an
exciting, important and memorable event
of my life.

The writer is class six student at Sunnydale
School.



