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Integration
the key

Say experts on synchronising Dhaka
metro rail with conventional transport
modes from north Uttara to Agargaon

TAWFIQUE ALI

Once the much-hyped metro rail starts operation between
Uttara north and Agargaon later this year, it will not bring a
significant change in Dhaka city's transport service unless it
is integrated with conventional transport modes, experts
said.

People heading to the city centre from Uttara would get
off at Agargaon and they would need transport for which no
trafficand transport management system has been planned.

“The possible traffic disarray at Agargaon may even lead
to the collapse of the traditional transport service there, as
the area has not been prepared for handling an estimated
60,000 metro passengers every hour,” said Prof Moazzem
Hossain, a former director of the government-owned
Dhaka Mass Transit Company Ltd (DMTCL).

The success and benefit of the metro rail primarily
depend on its integration with other traditional modes, said
the Buet civil engineering professor.

“Sadly, no such plan is there while the construction of
metro rail is progressing fast.”

With the promises of saving the city dwellers from the
menace of perennial traffic chaos and protecting the envi-
ronment, the DMTCL is going ahead at full throttle with the
Tk 22,000 crore maiden metro rail project.

The 20km-long metro rail line-6 with 16 stations would

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

FIRST PHASE

87 upazilas
go to polls
March 10

| By 0 UNB, Dhaka
SN S L R AL The first phase of Upazila
' Fh R M) Parishad election will be
held on March 10.

At a press conference at
the EC secretariat, Election
Commission Secretary
Helal Uddin vyesterday
announced the polls sched-
ule.

The last date for submit-
ting nomination papers is
February 11, while that of
withdrawal is February 19.
The scrutiny of those will be
held on February 12.

On January 10, the EC
secretary said the polls
would be held in phases
starting from the first week
of March.

The first upazila polls
were held in 1985, while the
following three were held in
1990, 2009 and 2014, The
last one was organised in six
phases.

Election to 87 upazila
parishads in 12 districts
under Rangpur,
Mymensingh, Sylhet and
Rajshahi divisions will be

Three-year old Touheed holds on to his visually-impaired mother Nasima's cane to guide her and act
as her eyes on the streets. Every day, the duo takes a rickshaw from Manda to Motijheel, where | ARRAN BREE LT held in the first phase.
Nasima begs for a living. The photo was taken near Purbani Hotel in the capital's Motijheel yesterday. SEE PAGE 12 COL 4
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Education Minister Dipu Moni yesterday
in parliament said the answer scripts of

Besides, Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA) has been directed | aged between 10 and 15
to propose the highest ceiling for the number of vehicles to be enlisted with | years, as drug mules. They

Maduro to step down.
Asked Iin an interview
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Road crashes
claim 9 lives
in four dists

STAR REPORT

At least nine people were
killed and 19 injured in
separate road accidents
across the country yester-
day.

In Chattogram's Patiya
upazila, a bus collided with
a microbus around 8:30am
on Chattogram-Cox's Bazar
highway, leaving four peo-
ple dead.

The dead were identified
as Shahjahan, 50, Anwar
Hossain, 48, Sakib, 22, and
Nazim Uddin, 18. All of
them were passengers of
the microbus, said
Inspector ABM Mizanur
Rahman, in-charge of
Patiya Highway Police
Outpost.

Of them, Anwar Hossain
died on the way to hospital
while three others died on
the spot. Both the vehicles
skidded off the highway
and fell into a roadside
paddy field after the colli-
sion, he added.

Alauddin Talukdar, assis-
tant sub-inspector of CMCH
Police Outpost, said 12
passengers were admitted to

SEE PAGE 12 COL 1

A crime beyond
comprehension

Private tutor strangles third-grader for
resisting rape attempt in Rangamati;
mother of three, 10-year-old girl raped

STAR REPORT

A 10-year-old girl was strangled to death as she resisted a
rape attempt by her tutor at Kaptali upazila in Rangamati on
Saturday.

Police found the accused Aung Baching Mong Marma,
40, when he was trying to dump the body in a nearby jungle,
said Muhammad Ashrat Uddin, officer-in-charge of
Chandraghona Police Station.

Police sent the body to Rangamati General Hospital
morgue for autopsy and filed a case against Aung, he added.

Aung attempted to rape the girl around 10:00am at his
home when she went there for tuition. As she resisted and
started screaming, he strangled the girl, said the OC, quot-
ing the victim's family members.

The accused admitted his crime during primary ques-
tioning in custody, said police.

The victim's father informed the law enforcers after her
daughter did not return home Saturday night.

Meanwhile, a mother of three was allegedly raped by a
man near her home in Bogura's Sherpur upazila early
Saturday.

The accused is Md Fotik, 40, a coworker and neighbour of
the victim.

The shockingly mangled carcass of a microbus speaks volumes of the intensity A written complaint was sent to Sherpur Police Station
after the incident but police neither filed a case nor arrested
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Bazar highway in L‘hattng!'am S FaPya_i upazila yestertl?y. The |_nn::|de_nt left four Asked, Humayan Kabir, officer-in-charge of the police
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