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'Strangled
democracy
in Bengal’

Modi attacks Mamata
NDTV ONLINE

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched a
scathing attack on West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, who is
making efforts to bring
together opposition parties
to fight the BJP in the
upcoming national election,
due in about three months.

At a rally in West
Bengal's Durgapur, Modi
accused the Trinamool
chief of "strangling democ-
racy in Bengal®. The PM,
who launched the BJP's
campaign in the state, said
that the people of Bengal
want a "parivartan
(change)" and are deter-
mined to throw Mamata
Banerjee.

Modi alleged that
Mamata was treading the
path of the previous com-
munist government to
trample democracy. "She
should know it did not

work then and it will not
work now," he said.

The Bengal government,
which is infamous for
“triple T -- Trinamool
Tolabazi Tax", is killing the
aspirations of the middle
class, PM Modi
emphasised. "Tolabazi"
roughly translates to an act
of organised extortion.

Last month, Mamata
Banerjee had hosted the
"United India Rally” in
Kolkata that brought
together over 25 top lead-
ers from 23 parties from
across the country with one
common objective -- unite
to oust the BJP.

PM Modi had dissed the
proposed
"mahagathbandhan® as an
alliance "against the people”.

"Those who would not
see face-to-face four years
ago, are now hugging each
other,” PM Modi took swipe
at the united opposition
today.

Earlier in the day, in a
short address in
Thakurnagar, PM Modi
urged the Mamata
Banerjee-led government to
support the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in Rajya
Sabha.
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An activist covered in mud, holds a sign reading " VALE SA, Killer !" during a protest against the Brazilian mining
company Vale SA, in front of the Se Cathedral in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Friday. The collapse of a Brazilian dam con-
trolled by miner Vale a week ago likely happened because parts of the sand and dried-mud structure dissolved into
liquid, a state regulator said in an interview, similar to what caused another deadly mining disaster less than four
years ago. With 115 people confirmed dead and another 248 missing, according to information from the rescue
team on Friday evening, the dam collapse in the town of Brumadinho could be Brazil's deadliest mine disaster.

CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL IN INDIAN NORTHEAST

BJP faces ire of allies

NDTV ONLINE

The Bharatiya Janta Party may increasingly find it difficult to
push through the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2016
fearing the risk of losing its allies in the Northeast, party
sources have told NDTV. The region has been witnessing
wide scale protests ever since the controversial Bill was
introduced in parliament earlier this month and passed by
the Lok Sabha.

In B]P-ruled Assam, protests have been taking place for
the fifth week with the opposition Congress also taking out
rallies across the state vehemently opposing the Bill.

The agitation on the issue in Assam - a region where it has
done phenomenally well since 2014 - has put the party on
the back foot. Chief - .
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal recently told the
assembly that the provi-
sions of the Assam Accord
will not be violated by the
Citizenship bill.

"The Citizenship Bill is
for entire nation, not only
Assam... Then why unnec-
essary fear is being created
among people? From
where has this figure of 1.9
crore Hindu Bangladeshis coming to Assam emerged?," he
told the Assembly.

"We should not confuse people by saying that Assamese
identity and culture will be finished. The opposition should
behave responsibly, " he added.

In a grand show of strength, 10 political parties based
in the northeastern region, including BJP allies and the
JD(U) came together on Tuesday to oppose the citizen-
ship amendment bill and ensure that it is not passed in
the Rajya Sabha. Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga,
who was also present at the meeting, said that the bill
which was "dangerous and harmful for the people of the
northeast.”

In his address to parliament, Indian President Ram
Nath Kovind also spoke on the bill. "Citizenship
Amendment Bill will make it easier to provide Indian
citizenship to those who had to take refuge in India after
facing oppression somewhere else, They were not at fault;
they were victims of situations like that" Kovind told the
parliament.

But the president's address has failed to calm nerves.

The BJP's popularity has also taken a hitin Tripura, where
it came to power with the support of its tribal ally nearly a
year back, creating electoral history. Now, the tribals in the
state are cutting across political lines to protest against the
controversial bill.

Two BJP legislators in
Meghalaya have threat-
ened to quit the party if
the bill is tabled in the
Rajya Sabha. A delegation
from the state headed by
Meghalaya chief minister
Conrad Sangma is already
in New Delhi meeting key
NDA allies urging them
not to vote in favour of the
bill in Rajya Sabha.

For the BJP, the 25 Lok
Sabha seat in the north-
east 1§ very important. In 2014, it won eight seats on it own,
while its allies won four. Rest of the 13 seats were won by
non-NDA parties.

Ever since the BJP came to power at the Centre in 2014, its
average vote share in the northeast has grown 23.1 percent-
age points from 3.9% to 27%. Out of the 38.18 percent
votes that the NDA got in Northeast in 2014, regional par-
ties had got over 24 percent f those vote.

In the 2014 general election BJP and its regional partners
together got 38.18 percent of vote share, non NDA parties
got 61.82 in the 25 seats in Northeast.

Since 2014 B]JP's vote share has increased to 27 percent in
the region, while its allies vote share is 24 .61 per cent.
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6.1 quake rocks
Indonesia

AFP, Padang

A strong 6.1-magnitude
earthquake struck off the
Indonesian island of
Mentawai yesterday, but no
tsunami warning was

issued. The earthquake hit
at a depth of 10 kilometres

(six miles) in the Mentawai

island region in West
Sumatra province. Officials

are still assessing the
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immediate reports of dam-
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age and casualties.

UsS, China in battle
of ideology

Rivalry much deeper than
trade, technology wars

AFP, Washington

In a move that could harden Washington's posture toward
Beijing for years, the US intelligence community has charac-
terized relations with China as a global ideological show-
down that will not be doused by trade deals or commercial
theft crackdowns.

US spy chiefs abruptly shifted their view of the super-
power rivalry this week to something much deeper than a
contest over markets, technology and geopolitics.

The annual Worldwide Threat Assessment released by
Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats instead said
China is seeking to propagate "authoritarian capitalism" to
counter Western liberal democracy, in an echo of the
decades-long Cold War.

*Chinese leaders will increasingly seek to assert China's
model of authoritarian capitalism as an alternative -- and
implicitly superior -- development path abroad, exacerbat-
ing great-power competition that could threaten interna-
tional support for democracy, human rights, and the rule of
law, " it said.

It added the "coming ideological battle" will be
marked by "a period of increased Chinese foreign policy
activism and a Chinese worldview that links China's
domestic vision to its international vision," including
the idea that market-oriented authoritarian regimes are
superior.

China policy analysts said the assessment marks an
important modification of US thinking -- and reflects
President Xi Jinping's ideological transformation of
Chinese foreign policy.

They also say it goes far beyond the views of Trump,
who has treated relations with China as more
transactional.

"This is more than just economics,” said James
McGregor, chairman of China business consultancy APCO
Worldwide.

"Now that China is so successful, there is an ideological
battle for which system works best," he told AFP.

"There are a lot of poor and developing countries which
have looked at what China has accomplished with awe and
admiration, and they are wondering if that system will work
forthem."

Aaron Friedberg, Princeton University professor and
China expert, said the shift is significant but not surprising
after Xi last year severed the country's decades-old anchor to
anon-ideological foreign policy.

"For a long time Chinese officials went out of theirway to
say that they didn't see themselves as presenting an alterna-
tive model, " he said.

"Now it is an ideological competition because the
Chinese see it that way."

Ex-Pak PM
Sharif to be

shifted to
hospital

DAWN ONLINE

The Punjab government in
Pakistan yesterday consented to a
medical board's recommenda-
tion to shift former premier
Nawaz Sharif from Kot Lakhpat
Central jail, where he is currently
incarcerated, to Lahore's Services
Hospital for medical examina-
tions.

A six-member medical
board, which was constituted
to carry out a thorough medical
examination of Sharif earlier
this week, had recommended
that the former prime minister
be shifted to a hospital as he
was "suffering from multiple
health issues that need 1mme-
diate and specialised
healthcare at a facility where
care for multiple and compli-
cated diseases is available".

Sharif, who was convicted in
the Al Azizia corruption refer-
ence by an accountability court
last year and sentenced to seven
years in prison, has reportedly
experienced medical complica-
tions while serving time at Kot
Lakhpat.

According to the notifica-
tion, Sharif will remain in the
hospital till his medical tests
are carried out. The home
department stressed that "fool-
proof security arrangements"
be made during his shifting to
the hospital and his subse-
quentstay.

The superintendent of Kot
Lakhpat jail has been ordered
to ensure that Sharif is shifted
back to prison once the medical
examination is complete.

A three-member medical
board, comprising Principal
Professor Mehmood Ayaz,
Professor Sajid Nisar and
Professor Kamran Cheema,
will carry out the medical
examination.

Dr Qambar Zia, the medical
superintendent of Services
Hospital, said that the hospital
had not yet received Sharif's
reports prepared by the medical
board that examined the former
prime minister in jail. A detailed
checkup will be done once the
reports are received, hesaid.

Dr Zia further said that the
hospital will not be able to
provide treatment for any
heart ailment that Sharif may
be suffering from.

Nagar Bhaban, Sylhet
WWW.scc.gov.bd

E-Tender Notice-02/2019 (Electrical)

46.07.0000.021.07.831.19.467

Sylhet City Corporation

CHaeTa ofrow
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Date:-31.01.2019

1. | Ministry/division

Ministry of the Local Government, Rural Development & Co-operatives.

2. | Agency Sylhet City Corporation.
Tender ID No. | Type of method Publishing & opening date of
tender submission
3. | 281045 NCT, OTM 03-Feb-2019 09:00:00 ,
18-Feb-2019 15:00:00
Name, Md. Ruhul Alam, Executive Engineer
4. | designation & (Electrical), Sylhet City Corporation, 0821-
address of PE 727151

5. | This is online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and
offline/hard copies will not be accepted. Interested persons/firms can see details in the website:

WWW.eprocure.gov.bd

6. | The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have

to be deposited online through any registered banks branches.

7. | Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-

GP help desk {(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Executive Engineer (Electrical)

Md. Ruhul Alam
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