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ABT targeted
top editor

Claims Rab; 4 suspects arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Banned militant outfit Ansarullah Bangla Team had plans
to assassinate an editor of a leading national daily for pub-
lishing an article that allegedly criticised the "hadith on
marriage".

The Rab said they arrested four members of the outfit
involved with the plan in the capital's Uttara early yesterday.

Shahriar Nafis alias Ammar Hossain, 20, Rasel alias
Sajedul Islam Gifari, 24, Rabiul Islam alias Nurul Islam; 28,
and Abdul Malek, 31 were arrested with Jihadi books, five
mobile phones and three sharp weapons, said Mufti
Mahmud Khan, director of Rab legal and media wing,

He added that the article was published in July last year.

The suspects told interrogators that the ABT had been
trying to reorganise its activities.

“They had created a cell with 92 people. They had also
been looking for arms and a suitable place in Patuakhali for
to train themselves,” Mahmud said.

However, the main plan of the outfit was to ensure the
release of their jailed chief Jashim Uddin Rahmani and they
were collecting funds to do so, he said.

“In case they failed to secure Rahmani's bail through
legal proceedings, they had plans to bust him out,” said
Mahmud.

Of the arrestees, Ammar joined the ABT in 2017. He was
involved with the recruitment of new members to the outfit.
He had opened five Facebook groups and kept an eye on
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A schoolboy helps another scale down a wall built on a road used by residents of two
indigenous villages in Bandarban as this gate of Meghla Parjatan Complex remains closed |
most of the time, obstructing movement of people. The photo was taken recently.
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Z The gate
of grief

SANJOY KUMAR BARUA, Bandarban

A gate of Meghla Parjatan Complex in
Bandarban remains closed most of the time,
obstructing movement of residents of two
indigenous neighbourhoods.

Nearly two years ago, Bandarban district
administration built the gate to the complex
famous for a hanging bridge. There is also a
zoo inside.

However, the gate has hardly been useful
for the tourists as the hanging bridge is far
from it, according to locals. Besides, there is
a main gate of the complex and almost all
visitors go through that.

The residents of Dalujiri Tongchangya
Para and Lalmohan Tongchangya Para use a
road on which the new gate was built.

Locals told this correspondent that there
was a pocket door in the gate but that was
closed following orders of the district's
Deputy Commissioner Md Daudul Islam.

Daudul joined office in August last year
and ordered to close the gate on January 6
following an altercation with shopkeepers
inside Meghla Parjatan, said Nolinisen
Tonchangya, an employee of the complex.

“We are facing serious problems as the
road is blocked. Our school-going children
are suffering the most”, Nolinisen said.

As the pocket gate remains closed, locals
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

ELECTION-YEAR BUDGET

Modi woos farmers,
middle class

Leopard causes
panic in Punjab

AFP, Jalandhar

A leopard caused panic in the
Indian city of Jalandhar as it went
on the prowl for several hours
attacking inhabitants before it was
tranquilised.

Four people were hauled to the
ground and bitten by the maraud-
ing feline who stalked the alleys
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also be provided.”

free cooking gas connections.

Seeking to woo farmers and the urban middle class ahead of parliamentary
elections due in April-May, the government of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi yesterday presented its final budget of its present term.

It announced Rs 6,000 per year cash support to 12 crore small and mar-
ginal farmers, a mega pension plan for 10 crore workers in unorganised
sectors and a series of tax-breaks for salaried emppoyees.

The budget enhanced the outlay for the defence sector to more than Rs 3
lakh crore, the highest for India, and said "if necessary additional funds will

The budget, presented by acting Finance Minister Piyush Goyal, deputis-
ing for ailing Arun Jaitley, also announced a mega pension scheme for 10
crore workers with a monthly income of Rs 15,000 in the organised sector
under which they will get an assured Rs 3,000 per month and a sharp hike in

Presenting the sixth budget of the Modi government in parliament,
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SSC exam
at night!

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

When more than 21 lakh
students across the country
are sitting for the
Secondary School
Certificate and equivalent
exams beginning at
10:00am today, a student in
Kushtia will take the exam
eight hours later in the
evening, for religious rea-
sons.

Ricky Patty, a resident of
Kumarkhali upazila, is a
candidate from Perfect
English Version School
under Jashore Education
Board.

His family belongs to
the “Seventh Day
Adventist” community, a
denomination of
Protestant Christians who
observe "Sabbath” from
Friday dusk to Saturday
dusk.

During the period, they
do not work, including
writing, except for rest and
worship, revering “God's
Rest” following the six days
of creation, described in
the Jewish and Christian
scriptures.
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