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PHILIPPINES CHURCH

20 killed in
twin blasts

Involvement of IS-linked militant
group suspected; 81 injured

REUTERS, Manila

The Philippines vowed to destroy those behind twin bomb-
ings that killed 20 people during a Sunday church service in
the country's restive south, six days after a referendum on
autonomy for the mainly Muslim region returned an over-
whelming "yes" vote.

The attack wounded 81 and was one of the deadliest in
recent years in a region long plagued by instability. It came
amid hope and excitement about the ratification of a devo-
lution plan that aims to bring development, jobs and peace
to one of Asia‘s poorest and most volatile places.

The first explosion went off inside the cathedral on Jolo
island, in Sulu province, and was followed by a second blast
outside, which was detonated as security forces raced to the
scene, officials said.

"The enemies of the state have boldly challenged the
capability of the government to secure the safety of the
citizenry in that region," said Salvador Panelo, spokesman
of Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte.

“The armed forces of the Philippines will rise to the
challenge and crush these godless criminals.”

There was no immediate claim of responsibility but
police suspect the bombings were the work of Abu Sayyaf, a
militant group that has pledged allegiance to Islamic State
and is notorious for its bombings and brutality.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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'DEFAMING' JOURNO

Mainul
released
on bail

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Former caretaker govern-
ment adviser barrister
Mainul Hosein was released
on bail last night, over three
months after he was sent to
jail on charges of “defam-
ing” a female journalist
during a television talk
show.

He walked out of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University
(BSMMU) around 9:00pm,
where he had been undergo-
ing treatment for 10 to 12
days in police custody.

Mahbubul Islam, jailer of
Dhaka Central Jail, told The
Daily Star that they received
Mainul's bail order in the
This handout photo released by Philippines Armed Forces yesterday shows debris inside a Catholic Church where two I PHOTO: afternoon. “After verification,

bombs exploded in Jolo, Sulu province on the southern island of Mindanao. SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Cop arrested
over child
prostitution

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Rab yesterday arrested a
sub-inspector of Armed
Police Battalion and a
woman on charges of forc-
ing children into prostitu-
tion in Sylhet.

Rab said it rescued two
12-year-old girls and recov-
ered 60 yaba pills from a
flat in the city's Dariapara
area around 12:45am.

Rokon Uddin Bhuiyan,
40, of Armed Police
Battalion-7 in Sylhet, had
brought the girls from
villages in the district,
promising their parents of
finding work for their
children. But they were
engaged in prostitution,
said Moniruzzaman, public
relations officer of Rab-9.

His accomplice Rima
Begum, 35, of Netrakona,
was also arrested, the offi-
cer said, adding that that
the suspects also forced the
children to take yaba.

"Tipped oft, a Rab team
raided the rented flat and
busted the gang at night.”

Dried fish
still laced
with toxins

NGO's efforts to popularise
organic method not working

MOSTAFA YOUSUF, back from Cox's Bazar

Dried fish producers in Cox's Bazar's Nazirar Tek village, the
largest dried fish producing village in the country, are still
using toxins even though an NGO has been putting in efforts
to make them switch to organic fish-processing methods.

Many of the producers use pesticides like Dithane-M 45,
Shobicron, and Diazinon to ward off maggots and flies.

A 2016 study by Chittagong Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) identified the toxins used for drying fish as "one of
the main causes of cancer”. It said Chattogram saw a rise in
number of cancer patients in recent times and the reason
was the high consumption of dried fish.

The following year, Md Idris, a dried fish producer in
Nazirar Tek of Cox's Bazar, was jailed for a year for using
toxins in the fish. But soon after getting out of jail, he was
again caught red-handed using the toxins on dried fish, said
Mizanur Rahman, a field-level worker of “Coast”, the NGO
discouraging the use of pesticides in dried fish.

Mizanur and five other field-level workers of Coast keep
an eye on dried fish producers in the village.

Coast started a three-year campaign to promote organic
dried fish in February 2017 as part of its project "Promoting
Agricultural Commercialisation Enterprise”,

The campaign received little to no response from the
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The suspects were Workers sorting out dried fish (shutki) in Cox's Bazar's Nazirar Tek village, locally known as “shutki polli”, which meets 85 percent of the producers who believe the new method would raise produc-
handed over to Kotwali demand for the fish. A 2016 study by Chittagong Medical College Hospital identified the toxins used for drying fish as “one of the main causes  tion cost, drive down profits orworse, cause losses.
Police Station. of cancer”. But the practice of using it still continues. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: MOSTAFA YUSUF SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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