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Two labourers work at a chatal(paddy drying field) of a rice mill at Uttar Saptana village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.
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Lalmonirhat rice mills lie idle as
govt's paddy purchase scanty

The crop remains stockpiled with farmers, many labourers go jobless

Man hacked
to death

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Bombs blasted at several

spots in Jashore

Houses of MP, UZ chairman
among the targets

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

An elderly farmer died at
Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital (MMCH)
on Saturday, following
injuries inflicted allegedly
by his sister-in-law.

The victim was Kamal
Mia, 60, of Harulia Katorpara
village in Barhatta upazila of
Netrakona.

Kamal and his cousin
Rajab Ali quallelled over a
land dispute on Saturday
mormning and Rajab's wife
Aleha Akter, 49, hacked
Kamal with a vegetable cutter,
leaving him critically injured,
Barhatta Police Station OC
Md Badrul Alam Khan quoted
the victim's family members
and neighbours as saying.

Kamal died at MMCH.

"Victim's brother
Shabdil Mia lodged a case
accusing five people
including Rajab and Aleha.
Police arrested Aleha and
produced her before a court
that sent her to jail today
[Sunday]," the OC said.

A gang of unidentified people blasted crude bombs at sev-
eral spots including house premises of important persons
and business centres in Jashore district town early yesterday.
Nobody was injured in the attacks.

Later, police recovered bomb making materials from the
spots.

“The first bomb blast occurred in front of the residence of
Kazi Nabil Ahmed, lawmaker from Jashore-3 constituency,
around 3:00am. Then the miscreants exploded bombs near
Hotel Jabir International, owned by Sadar Upazila Parishad
Chairman Shahin Chaklader, also general secretary of
district Awami League,” said Jashore Kotwali Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Apurbo Hasan.

They also blasted bombs in front of Chaklader Filling Station.
Besides, the houses of city AL acting General Secretary Imam
Hasan Lal and Jubo League leader Rajibul Alam were attacked.
Bombs and explosives were recovered from every spot.

District Jubo League Vice-President Syed Munir Hossain
Tagor's house in Barandipara Kadamtala area was also
attacked on January 25, said District Jubo League
Organising Secretary Moinuddin Mithu.

Jubo League leader Shafiqul Islam Jewel, also former
organising secretary of Jashore district unit of Chhatra
League, said unknown people have done this to try and
make a name for themselves.

Police are investigating all the incidents, the OC said.

S DiLie ROY, Lalmonirhat

Following the government's deci-
sion to procure less rice from the
local rice mills (chatal) this year
than that of the previous years,
most of the rice mills in the district
are idle now.

As a result, a huge number of
day labourers, who earn their
livelihood by working as rice mill
workers, have become unem-
ployed this year.

Moreover, as the government
does not intend to procure a large
quantity from the rice mills, mill
owners are not showing interest in
purchasing paddy from the farm-
ers as well.

According to the District Food

about 467 rice mills, including
seven auto and three semi-auto rice
mills, are enlisted under the gov-
ernment's rice procurement
scheme this year,

Although the government has
a target to procure 7,958 tonnes
of rice from the enlisted rice mill
owners by the end of February
this year, about 70 percent of the
procurement target has already
been fulfilled.

Rice mill owner Matiar Rahman
of Uttar Saptana village in Sadar
upazila said he got allotment of
only 10 tonnes of rice under the
procurement scheme this year
which is insufficient to run a mill
in full swing.

“As the allotment was three

ers got job opportunities then but
the number of labourers is almost
half this year,” Matiar said.

“As the government has allotted
a very small quantity this year, we
are buying limited quantity of
paddy from the farmers,” another
rice mill owner Haider Ali of
Durakuti village in Aditmari
upazila said.

Nilphamari District Food
Controller Kazi Saifuddin, who is
also performing additional duty as
Lalmonirhat District Food
Controller, said the government
has been purchasing each kilogram
of rice from the mill owners at Tk
36 while it's being sold at Tk 28 in
local markets.

“Although the millers got a

are getting more profits than
that of the previous year,”
Saifuddin said, adding that the
government might issue a fresh
directive soon to procure more
rice from the millers.

Abdul Karim, a rice mill worker
of Uttar Saptana village, said only
four workers are now working in
the mill though the number was
eight last year.

“We used to earn Tk 400 to Tk
500 daily on production basis
earlier, but we manage to earn
only Tk 200 to Tk 250 this year,”
Karim said.

"Due to less paddy processing
and rice production work about 50
percent labourers became unem-
ployed this year,” another worker
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Locals form a human chain in Meghla tourist spot area of Bandarban yesterday
demanding immediate removal of the hindrance to a road used by ethnic people of
two localities and ensuring justice for torture of an indigenous youth allegedly by the

Control Office in Lalmonirhat,

times more last year, many labour-

small allotment this year, they

Shafiqul Islam of the village said.

deputy commissioner recently.

People cross the risky bridge on the Rayenda river at Rayenda Bazar in Bagerhat's Sharankhola upazila. Iron
pillars of the structure are badly damaged.

PHOTO: STAR

Villagers use ramshackle
bridge amid risk

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A bridge for pedestrians and light
vehicles on the Rayenda river at
Rayenda Bazar in Sharankhola upazila
has remained at risk of collapse as its
iron pillars got badly damaged.

The condition of the bridge is so
bad that it even shakes while people
are crossing it, said Kamal Uddin

Akon, chairman of the upazila
parishad.
Local Government and

Engineering Department (LGED) in
1997 built the bridge to maintain
communication with the upazila
headquarters for thousands of people
in Khontakatha and Rayenda unions
and since then it has not been
repaired, said the chairman.

Fifteen years after construction of
the bridge, it became very vulnerable
as its iron pillars got damaged seri-
ously, he said.

Despite repeated pleas, the authori-

ties concerned are yet to take any steps
to build a new bridge there, he said.

Local resident Nasir Uddin said
people, especially school going chil-
dren, are now crossing the vulnerable
bridge at risk of life as it may collapse
anytime,

Upazila LGED Engineer Chandan
Kumar Chakrabortty said repair of the
bridge has almost become impossi-
ble. It is necessary to build a new
bridge there.
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Law enforcers arrested two
people with 1,290 Yaba
pills in separate drives in
two villages of the district
on Saturday night.

The arrestees are
Mohammad Rubel, 15, son
of Ruhul Amin of
Joyondipur village under
Sadar upazila, and Sohel
Rana, 25, son of Abdur
Razzak of Telkupi village
under Shibganj upazila.

A team of Rapid Action
Battalion 5 (Rab-5) from
Chapainawabganj camp
raided one Ruhul Amin's
house at Joyondipur village
at around 6:30pm and
arrested his son Rubel from
the house for selling Yaba
pills. They seized 1,000
pills from his possession,
said Commander of
Chapainawabganj Rab
camp Squadron Leader
Sayeed Abdullah Al Murad.

In another drive, a BGB
team arrested Abdur
Razzak from Telkupi village
in Shibganj upazila at
around 9:00pm and recov-
ered 290 Yaba pills from
his possession. They also
seized his motorcycle and
two mobile phone sets,
said Commanding Officer
of Border Guard
Bangladesh 59 Battalion Lt
Col SM Salahuddin.

Diploma docs seek scope

for higher

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

education

Later, they held a press conference at

Central unit of Bangladesh Diploma
Chikitsak Oikya Parishad demonstrated in
the district town yesterday for realising their
four-point demand, including opportunity

to get higher education.

They formed a human chain in front of

Tangail Press Club to press for the dem

Their three other demands are for-

mation of a medical education b

appointment of the diploma doctors to

each of the community clinics,

giving registration of BMDC at the

website of BMDC.

diploma doctors.

demands are not met soon.,

Among others, Dr Shukur Mahmud,
president of central unit of Bangladesh
Diploma Chikitsak Oikya Parishad, Dr
Maruf Tarafder, general secretary of the
parishad, and Dr Mohammad Anower
Hossain, its organising secretary, spoke at

and.
oard,

and the press conference.

Bangabandhu Auditorium in Tangail Press
Club, protesting deprivation of the rights of

They warned of tougher agitation if their

They also expressed their desire to meet
the prime minister in this regard.

Missing schoolboy found
dead in septic tank

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

An 11-year-old schoolboy was found dead inside a septic
tank in Shariatpur's Bhedarganj upazila on Saturday night,
nine days after he went missing on January 17.

Being informed, police recovered the body of Al-Amin, a
Class V student at a local government primary school and son
of Swapan Majhi, from Bahercharvillage around 10:00pm.

Deceased's father Swapan said Al-Amin went out of his
house to attend a waz mahfil (religious gathering) on
January 17 evening and remained missing since then.

"After failing to find him, I lodged a GD with Sakhipur
Police Station the next day. On suspicion we searched a
septic tank beside our neighbour's house and found Al-
Amin's body inside it around 8:00pm, " Swapan said.

Police primarily suspected that criminals might have killed
the boy over a family feud and dumped the body there, Officer
in Charge of Sakhipur Police Station Anamul Haque said.
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