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Big relief
by June

New bridges to take care of
3 major choking points on
Dhaka-Chattogram highway

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

The three bottlenecks that have been causing so much pain
to travellers on Dhaka-Chattogram highway are expected to
be removed by June.

The otherwise dual carriageway between the port city and
the capital shrinks to a single one at the Meghna and Gumti
bridges. The Kanchpur bridge is technically a dual carriage-
way but its width is not adequate.

Traffic often crawls to a halt at the approaches to the
bridges and if there is a breakdown, it takes several hours to
clearup the nightmarish mess.

It is not uncommon for travellers and truckers to spend
10 to 12 hours on the 192km highway, the busiest in the
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EU nations give
8 days to hold polls
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country, instead of what should be five hours at best. The new Kanchpur bridge on the Shitalakhya river is waiting to be inaugurated and opened to traffic in about two weeks. The two other bridges known as Meghna and Gumti are likely to
seepace2corz  bereadyin April and June. Experts hope that the bridges would significantly reduce three major bottlenecks on the Dhaka-Chattogram highway. The pictures were taken last week.

SAVAR TANNERY ESTATE

High hazard yet
little safety

No medical facility, inadequate safety gear
for workers handling chemicals

MOUDUD AHMMED SUJAN to get them there and it was too late for one of
; , . them. Hashem Ali, 35, of Dinajpur, died.
A barrel of sulphuric acid accidentally burs dnt Eaaw what 15 de imeaedi.

tipped over at a factory in the Savar Tannery
Industrial Estate on October 3. The acid
burnt four workers.

They had to be taken to the burn unit at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital nearly 20
kilometres away.

Amid the awtul city traffic, it took four hours

ately after the four suffered the acid burns.
There was no medicine or doctor nearby,”
recalled Milon Hossain, one of the workers
at the factory -- Mitali Tannery.

"We poured water on the wounds but
that did not seem enough,” he said.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

A man walks by a
road submerged in
smelly waste water
from the poorly man-
aged drainage system
at the new tannery
estate in Savar. Inset,
tanners process raw-
hides inside a factory.
The pictures were
taken recently.
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GREETINGS OVER TEA
PM 1nvites,

Oikyafront
may decline

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Oikyafront may
decline Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's invitation
to exchange greetings over
tea on February 2.
However, a formal deci-
sion in this regard will be
taken later, said a top
Oikyafront leader.

Dispatch of the invita-
tion letters began yesterday.
Awami League sources
said Hasina would invite to

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

HOLEY ARTISAN CASE DHAKA NORTH

Khaled 'sent Tk 39 AL picks Atqul

for mayor polls

lakh to fund attack' |.. o

STAFF CORRESPONDENT Atiqul Islam, former |
president of Bangladesh

Shariful Islam alias Khaled, the last charge-sheeted accused arrested in the | Garment Manufacturers
Holey Artisan Bakery case, sent Tk 39 lakh to JMB leader Sarwar Jahanto | 3 nd E x porters

fund the café attack, Rab officials said. Association, has got the
Khaled along with Mamunur Rashid alias Ripon had gone into hidingtwo | ruling Awami League's
months before the attack on July 1, 2016. He sent the money from hiding, ticket to contest the may- At:qul |S|HII‘I
The Rapid Action Battalion came up with the information yesterday, | oral race in Dhaka North City Corporation.
after arresting Khaled from Nachole upazila in Chapainawabganj on Friday In another development, Dr Syeda Zakia
afternoon. Nur, daughter of Syed Nazrul Islam, the first

“The money came from the Middle East,” Mufti Mahmud Khan, director | acting president of the country, got the AL
(legal and media) of Rab, said at a press briefing at the Rab Media Centre in | nomination for Kishoreganj-1 by-polls.
Dhaka. Both elections are scheduled for February 28,
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Schoolgirl,
housewife
Taped'

STAR REPORT

A central jail guard alleg-
edly raped a school girl in
Narayanganj while a
housewife was reportedly
raped in Sherpur on Friday.

The Narayanganj inci-
dent took place in
Chhatian area under
Rupganj upazila.

The victim -- a 16-year
old girl -- was visiting her
grandparents who live in
the area.

According to the case
statement filed by the
victim's mother, while the
girl was leaving a nearby
shop around 8:00pm, she
was forcibly picked up by
three local youths around.
They then took her to a
nearby bamboo grove
where they raped her.

Hearing her screams,
locals began to gather at
the spot, prompting the
criminals to flee. Later, the
people rescued her and
took her to a local hospital.

The accused are Mridul
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Achievement

Simtex Industries Limited a leading export-oriented Sewing
Thread manufacturer in Bangladesh 1s one of the winners of
‘BGAPMEA Export Trophy-2018’ in Direct Export Category.

Honorable Minister for Planning of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh Mr. Muhammad Abdul Mannan (MP)
handed over the Export Trophy to Mr. Md Si{ldiqur
Rahman, Managmg Director, Simtex Industries Limited

in the award giving ceremony
held on 20/01/2019 at “Interna-
tional Convention City
Bashundhara (ICCB)’ Dhaka.

All Directors, Officers, and
Employees of Simtex Indus-
tries Limited congratulate
Mr. Md Siddiqur Rahman,
Managing Director for his
dynamic leadership advanc-
ing the company to such
height.

Sirhtex Industries Limited
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Fizz sinks
Vikings

SPORTS REPORTER

Chittagong Vikings fought
till the bitter end but were
unable to chase down the
199-run target set by
Rajshahi Kings, succumb-
ing to a seven-run defeat in
a Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) encounter at
the Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadium in
Chattogram yesterday.

Needing 13 runs off the
last over to win, it was

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

MEETING EXPERIENCES THAT GO NEWTORE
BEYOND THE MEETING ROOM LONDON

At InterContinental Dhaka, we understand the importance of organizing DUBAI
a successful meeting that is unique and memorable to your organization.

The latest audio visual technologies, high speed internet, video-conference o
facilities thrive past the ordinary with our customized service. Our well-trained otk
team are there to make your event more successful. The InterContinental
Meeting zone overlooking the beautiful atrium with the designer chandelier
and spacious pre-function is the setting for a unique experience.
BALI

Moreover, our Insider Collection of services is there to enrich your event with
meaningful experiences that take you beyond the meeting room. From unique BANGKOK
locations to inspiring speakers and fascinating team-building interactions that
benefit local communaties, we promise that every meeting is met with seamless PATAYA
service and new outlooks that will expand your conversations.

DANANG SAN
Enquire now at intercontinental.com/dhaka or call +880 2 55663030 SINGAPORE
Live the InterContinental life INTERCONTINENTALG

DHAKA



