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Most high-school students are familiar
with the dreaded, compulsory physical
education class, more commonly dubbed
'sports class'. Although for some, hearing
these words doesn't invoke fear, but rather
they think of it as a medium to get away
from boring lectures. Then there's us; The
Unfortunates.

The Unfortunates are the ones always
lost during games, running away from the
ball like it's chasing them, and looking at
the clock with utmost desperation every
five minutes. We're the ones that the ath-
letic students don't want in their team
(because it's not like we'll play anyway),
the last ones picked (I have a personal
vendetta against this), and probably the
ones most injured. We're more of a liabil-
ity than a teammate, and no one wants to
be in that position.

Growing up, I have always been a weak,
scrawny kid with not many athletic abili-
ties, nor any interest in any kind of sports.
Exercise and outdoor games have always
felt more like a chore than a 'fun activity'.
If you're one of those people as well, fear
not. We're in the same boat here. Luckily
for you, I've got some tips on how you can
get through your sports class without
losing much of your dignity.

EGO

The most important tip to keep in your
mind is that you have to lose your ego.
This is non-negotiable. Even if you think
you can be the next Lionel Messi, you are
going to be disappointed. So, let go of

your ego and be willing to look like a fool
if it means getting out of class. If you're
lucky, no one will remember your idiotic
shenanigans.

ATTITUDE

We all know you can't even throw a ball
properly, so there's no use pretending like
you can do it, despite how cool you might
want to look in front of your classmates.
Besides, the more you pretend, the more
likely they are to assign you roles to play
during games. Is that really what you
want? Extra work that requires you to run
and sweat under the scorching heat? I
think not.

CAMOUFLAGE

No, you don't need to be a ninja for this.
Instead, you can skilfully hide behind
trees, walls, your classmates, or anything
that keeps you out of sight. If the teacher
can't see you, they can't charge you for not
doing anything.

DECEPTION

This is an advanced method that requires
practice, patience, and creativity. If you
can master this skill, you'll almost never
have to suffer in class as even the most
absurd excuses can sound believable if
you are convincing enough. Beware,
however, as failure can result in a visit to
the principal's office, a call to your par-
ents, or, even worse, being forced to be
the goalkeeper.

Saamin Azam Suha is a fandom connoisseur,
professional procrastinator, and wannabe
MasterChef. Send her compliments at
saamin.suha@gmail.com

MATILDA

Is Dhaka, Dhaka without its weddings?
[ don't think it is. And now that its
winter and buildings draped in lumi-
nous strings of fairy lights have become
a common sight, it might be good to
turn our attention to the people inside
these buildings and halls. Why?
Because some of them are simply infu-
riatingly ill-mannered or simply don't
realise the effect their behaviour can
have. So, here is an 'etiquette manual’
for those who don't know how to
behave in weddings.

OUTSHINING THE BRIDE AND
GROOM

There are many guests who go to wed-
dings looking like a walking talking
Christmas tree. Bejewelled and bedaz-
zling, they catch everyone's attention
and probably without meaning to.
Now, you could say that you don't feel
the need to adhere to social norms
cause you're a free spirit who doesn't
feel the need to live life according to
other people's wishes, and that's under-
standable, but this is one day, a special
day too, for someone else who might
have attached a lot of meaning to this
tradition and maybe would like to be
the centre of attention. You have 364
days (365 if it's a leap year) to be super
glamorous, so maybe choose one of
those days instead.

SELF-APPOINTED EVENT PLANNING
EXPERTS

As the name suggests, these are the
guests that go to a wedding and criticise
everything from the choice of clothes of
other people, the flower used to deco-
rate the stage, the jewellery the bride is
wearing and so on. Pleasing them is
difficult for nothing might please them.
Keep the menu the same as in most
weddings and it's boring, change the
menu and they're breaking a tradition.
They scrunch up their noses and criti-
cise away, often without even thinking
about the immense stress the hosts
might have gone through to arrange the
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event. You might be able to recognise
these people a mile away, sneering,
smirking and slyly whispering to the
person beside them with no concern
for the feelings of the people who
invited them. Don't be this person.
STAGE-HOGGING

Guests in this category might also fall
under the first type of guest mentioned.
In the modern world where fake reality
is a big part of the lives of many, wed-
dings give people the chance to wear
their best, look their best and get pic-
tures from some of the best such as
professional wedding photographers.
They may take multiple pictures on
nicely decorated and well-lit stages so
they can post it on their various social
media accounts. A few are fine, but it
becomes a problem when this goes to
the point where they take selfies after
selfies seemingly oblivious to the bride
and groom sitting at the centre of the
stage. Disrupting the work of the pho-
tographers and irking those trying to
get photographed with the people
whose wedding it really is, this kind of
behaviour can be a real nuisance.

THE WON'T-LEAVE-BRIDE-AND-
GROOM-ALONE

These people feel close to the ones
getting married and wish to stay beside
them to talk. The sentiment is sweet
and might feel nice, at least for a certain
amount of time. However, if they con-
tinue to occupy the seats beside the
bride and groom on the stage for an
excessively long period of time, forget-
ting about the other people the bride
and groom may want to or even have to
talk to, it can become an issue. What
might make the situation worse, how-
ever, is that some of these people might
be the ones who were invited because it
would simply be too awkward to not
invite them to the wedding.

Matilda likes to pretend she is invisible and
inconspicuous. Tell her you can read right
through her at

matilda.tildal234 @gmail.com




