POP UP

Think iconic Marilyn Monroe photoshoots
and vintage Pepsi ads. Think puffed up
hair and winged eyeliners.

Do you know what they all have in
common? Not only were they extremely
popular at some point through the
decades, they also became an accurate
representation of their era.

Just like how you cannot think of the
'50s without Elvis Presley, or the 1990s
without Shakira's 'hips don't lie}, you can't
think of the '80's without the puffed hair!

And that perhaps, is the closest one
can come to actually defining what pop
culture is all about.

Compiling a list of all things 'trending'
is simple for the west. All one needs to do
is keep tabs on London-Paris-New York
Fashion weeks and check out the billboard
charts.

Unlike the west, cultural trends here are
rather vague thanks to the varied interests
among the youth. Rigid framework of
fitting things into boxes fail when it comes
to defining pop culture here.

"Nemesis, Cryptic fate and Chirkut are
what come to my mind when | think of
pop culture. You should see their concerts!
Always packed and the energy of the
people is so refreshing,” says Afrida, 22.“Or
perhaps, it's the huge lines at Cineplex
before every Marvel movie,” she added.

Granted Marvel movies are not some-
thing that originated in the country, but
plenty of elements of Bengali pop culture

are acquired from other parts of the world.

Take the hits you dance at holuds for an
instance. Almost everyone knows the
lyrics to these songs, and yet, almost all of
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them are Bollywood hits.

Even when you think of fashion, there's
always a global influence. How many
times have you searched for off-shoulders
or crop tops at Doja and been disap-
pointed?

If you aren't into Western fashion, you
have Pakistani lawns, Indian lehengas, and
Kashmiri shawls to catch your attention.
The 'deshi' twist, however, includes opting
for glass bangles and teeps.

“To me, trend is more about what is on
the rise than what's already in. For exam-
ple, the art scene in the city has been
really flourishing recently. With art sum-
mits and private exhibitions, young artists
are taking things to a whole new level/”
explains Mohsin, 26.

“| personally love rickshaw art. It's
gotten more popular recently, and each of
the artists has their own take on it he
added.

Call it trend, or pop culture — it is
continuously evolving. From the countless
local memes to the overnight hit song, it's
an ever-growing stack that defines the
youth —one that consists of not only
things of Bengali heritage, but incorpo-
rates elements on a global scale. Whether
it's another hilarious Raba Khan skit or the
new collection of Taaga or even a popular
movie Bangla dub, perhaps, this stack is
what defines the potential of the young-
sters.

It defines their ability to adapt and
keep up with the world without losing
what's inherently theirs.
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WRITERS WANTED

Food, travel, fashion and all that's trending in between — do you have a knack for writing about
these? Or, do you yearn to let the masses know of a niche local festivity? Come join us at Star Lifestyle,
one of the largest circulating lifestyle magazines in the country, and have the readers get a taste of
your work!

To join us, you must have an equal fluency and command over both Bangla and English. While we are
open to all writers of all levels, our preference will be for those who are well versed in Bangladeshi
culture, current economy and festivities, and are over TWENTY YEARS of age.

Our writers are also expected to carry out researches on various topics of interest, do reviews and
conduct interviews of experts in diverse fields, and be capable of commuting to weekend event cover-
age within Dhaka.

To apply, send an email to iris@thedailystar.net with your CV including your contact details, and
mentioning your forte and how your specialisation can help Star Lifestyle. Also include a 300-500
word write-up on any lifestyle or related topic of your choice. Content must be original and
cannot be plagiarised in any form. Further queries are also welcome.

We are also looking for recipe writers who have original recipes and can express them in modern
English with proper instructions that can be easily followed. Send your recipes to
raffat@thedailystar.net, recipes must be your original.

NOTICE
As we have updated the criteria for selection, our deadline has been extended. Those who have
already sent in their CV-s are welcome to send in sample write-ups as mentioned.
Extended Deadline: 28 February, 2019
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