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“We have to admit that we have our own faults, as it is visible. But then,

we have to go for corrective measures.”
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Protein for poultry
found harmful

Govt bans import, sale of widely
used 'Meat and Bone Meal' as it
causes health concern

PORIMOL PALMA

The government has banned import and sale of meat and bone meal, a
protein concentrate for poultry, because of its health risks to human and
livestock.

Commonly known as MBM, it can cause anthrax, antibiotic resistance,
and even cancer, said officials at the Department of Livestock Services.

It comes in powder form, and is made from bones of animals, including
cow and goat and the small amount of meat attached to the bones.

In most part of the world, it is no longer allowed in poultry feed. The EU
banned it in 1994, India in 2001 and
Thailand in 2017, officials said.

“The MBM is now considered a risky
element in poultry feed because it can
carry harmful virus, bacteria and other
ingredients harmful for human and
animal health,” said Kazi Wasi Uddin,
additional secretary at the fisheries and
livestock ministry.

Poultry is a major source of protein in
the country and it needs to be safe, he added.

About 36 percent of human protein intake come from poultry, according
to the ministry data.

Early this month, the fisheries and livestock ministry issued a circular on
the ban, and would write to the commerce ministry for action to implement

FULL CREAM MILK POWDER
:: 3 = '-.!.:; - ': r__-':','.-..,: ; '-m B

MAGH 8, 1425 BS [

DHAKA MONDAY JANUARY 21,2019

N7

- .
www.thedailystar.net

Your Right to Know ]

“Question papers will be sent to the centres in a special kind of aluminum packet
as part of our effort to check question leak.™

EDL['::&TI'IJH MINISTER DIFU MONI AFTER A MEETING ON 55C

UPCOMING EXCAM (PAGE 3)

e .
-

A RIVER ON THE RAMPAGE
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DON'T HJACK
BREXIT p

British Trade Minister
Liam Fox warns MPs
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“They are looking for excuses and so EVMSs are being
vilified.”

I"-]DMH PHIME MINISTER MODI ON OPPOSITIONS' OBJEC-
TION OF ELECTRIC VOTING MACHINES [PAGE 8)

A portion of the Pirojpur-Gopalganj-Dhaka road in Bagerhat's Chitalmari upazila collapsed due to erosion by the Madhumati

the decision.

Bangladesh Food Safety Authority has already instructed the customs
authorities to enforce the ban on import, sale, storing and any other use of

the feed.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

river. The erosion continues despite various government measures such as placing of sand banks and wooden pillars to act as a
temporary embankment. The road sees thousands of commuters every day, signifying its importance. The water development
authority has begun temporary repair work in the damaged area and is planning to build a permanent embankment. River ero-
sion has been a recurring phenomenon in the area for 20 years but has intensified in recent years, according to locals.
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Uproot graft,

drug menace
PM asks home ministry

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
urged the home ministry officials to work
to uproot corruption, drug and militancy
for building Bangladesh as a peaceful
nation in South Asia.

“Corruption, drug and militancy gripped
the whole society like deadly diseases as the
military dictators ruled the country for a
long time," she said while visiting the home
ministry at the secretariat.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

UPAZILA ELECTIONS

Frantic lobbying
in AL for tickets

All quiet in BNP

STAR REPORT

Local leaders of the ruling Awami League are hectically lobbying party high-
ups and lawmakers to secure party nominations for the upcoming upazila
parishad elections.

Boosted by the party's success in the recent parliamentary polls, they
have already started informal campaigns for the local body polls to be held
in a partisan mannert for the first time.

They are also holding meetings with party men and carrying out mass
contacts in their upazilas.

But the picture is completely different in the BNP camp. The grassroots
leaders of the party are in confusion over their party's participation in the
polls.

Meanwhile, the Jatiya Party, the main opposition in parliament, has
decided to take part in the polls.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday, acting JP chairman GM Quader said
the party high-ups have asked the nomination aspirants to submit their
curriculum vitae.

The Election Commission may announce the schedule for the elections

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

JS SEATS FOR WOMEN
Transgenders

enter the fray

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the first time in history, eight
transgender persons have collected Awami
League nomination forms to vie for seats
reserved for women in parliament.

The constitution, however, doesn’t
allow them to occupy the women's seats.

According to article 65 of the constitu-
tion, there shall be 50 seats reserved exclu-
sively for women.

But transgender persons are categorised
as "hijra" on their national identity cards.
“Since I consider myself a woman, |

bought and submitted the nomination
form for a seat reserved for women,” said
Ohidul Islam Parboti, 29, one of the
transgender aspirants.

Asked for comment, a central AL leader,
wishing anonymity, said the nomination
forms were sold considering everyone as
an aspirant. “When they submit the filled
out forms, we will categorise them.”

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Ershad flies abroad,
rifts in JP widen

RASHIDUL HASAN

A crack over the Jativa Party helm has widened
among several top leaders in recent times, especially
after HM Ershad decided that his younger brother
GM Quader will be the acting chairman in his
absence.

Formed in 1986, the Jatiya Party may face a spilt
for the fourth time if the battle for leadership further
intensifies with Ershad remaining out of the top
position for long, said insiders.

Also leader of the opposition in parliament, JP
Chairman Ershad yesterday flew to Singapore for
“medical checkup”, leaving the rank and file speculating over what lies
ahead in the party.

Quader told this newspaper that Ershad is suffering from multiple health
complications but liver problem is the serious one. He is also suffering from
malnutrition as he couldn't have proper food due to the liver complication.

A JP presidium member, who is close to Ershad, talking to this corre-
spondent admitted that some JP leaders were locked into a brawl recently
over who should take the party helm in the absence of ailing Ershad.

Divisions in the JP first emerged in recent times following Ershad’s going
against JP Parliamentary Party's decision to become part of the Awami

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Boats carrying winter vegetables arrive on the
banks of the Sangu river in Chattogram's
Chandanaish upazila. The greens -- aubergine,
radish, beans, among other vegetables -- are
popular seasonal delicacies with high demand
in the capital. Inset, farmers from nearby areas
gather here and take their goods to Dohazari
bazar, where these fetch good prices.
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No resolution
for stranded
Rohingyas

BGB-BSF flag meeting
inconclusive

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

The

The fates of the 31 stranded
Rohingyas living on the no-
man's land in Kaziatali
border of Brahmanbaria's
Kasba upazila for three
days remains up in the air
as yesterday's flag meeting
between the Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) and
India's Border Security
Force (BSF) ended incon-
clusively.

Officials of BGB and BSF
sat for two flag meetings on
Sunday -- at 11:00am and
2:00pm -- but could not
reach a conclusion.

BGB officials said they
couldn't receive the
stranded people as they
weren't Bangladeshi
nationals.

A senior official of Kasba
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BGB company, on condi-

tion of anonymity, told The ‘

Condenser
Daily Star that the

Rohingyas had shown their
national identity card
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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