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Sand extracted by a dredger in the Lohalia river near Patuakhali launch termi-
nal is left hardly 200 metres away in the same riverbed. The farcical act, con-
tinuing for over a month, stopped a few days ago. Inset, a launch lies stuck in

the silted area adjacent to the terminal during low tide.
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Dredging, for what purpose?

Lifted mud left at the same spot; work stopped after month-long futile exercise

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

It was a sight to behold for the last one odd
month.

Two dredgers of Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA) were dredging the
Lohalia river in Patuakhali, but inexplicably
disposing the sucked sand and mud barely 200
metres away in the same river.

It was an exercise to 'ensure' navigability for
water transport of Patuakhali-Dhaka route
during dry season. Dredging however stopped
for the last few days following instructions from
the higher authorities.

“Finding no place, we disposed sand into the
river. But we have stopped dredging following
instruction from the higher authority,” said site
engineer Hasanur Rahman Ripon.

“We have stopped dredging and are looking
for sites to dispose lifted sand,” he said, adding
that farmers do not allow them to dump sand on
farmlands along the river banks.

"We allow disposal of sand on river banks to
keep launch service active on emergency basis,”
said Masud Rana, sub-assistant engineer of
dredging department of BIWTA.

He said they need to dredge different points
of the Lohalia river every year due to continuous

silting that causes navigability crisis.

“This year we have estimated to cut about 2
lakh cubic metres of sand at a cost of Tk 3 crore,”
he said.

But commuters along the route say navigabil-
ity crisis, which turned acute during low tide,
remained the same.

“Like every year dredging started in
Patuakhali launch ghat area in December. But
the situation has not improved for heavy
water vehicles including double-decker pas-
senger launch that got stuck due to poor navi-
gability at minimum 10 points for hours every
night on the route,” said launch operator
Salam (not his real name),

Depth of the riverbed at those points turns as
low as four cubits (around six feet) during low
tide, making navigation impossible, he said,
adding that Kobai, Karkhana, Lohalia, Laukathi
and Sahakathi on the Lohalia river are the worst
affected points.

“Dhaka-bound passenger launches from
Patuakhali get stuck at different points during
low tide due to poor navigability for about two
to five hours every night. These launches leave
the place for Dhaka during high tide, said Md
Eunus, supervisor of Sundarban-9.

“Normally it takes maximum 10 hours to go

to Dhaka from Patuakhali, but now we need two
to five hours more. The authorities concerned
arrange dredging the river every year but we
aren't getting its benefits,” he said.

Three double-decker launches start for Dhaka
from Patuakhali launch ghat at about 5:00pm
every day,

Jamal Hossain, a first-class sareng (master),
said he often has to anchor on mid-river at dif-
ferent points during low tide.

“We submitted a petition to the authority last
October urging them to dredge at 10 important
points stretching over 8.50 km of the route so
that plying of launches is not hampered,” said
Bahadur Hawlader, master of MV Asa-jawa, a
double-decker launch using the route.

“Although two dredgers are working in
Lohalia river mouth and Karkhanar areas sepa-
rately for a month, we don't get any benefit as
the sand is left in the same riverbed,” he added.

“It's a sheer wastage of money,” said advocate
Tariquzzaman Moni, chairman of Patuakhali
Sadar Upagzila Parishad.

Kabir Hossain Talukder, chairman of
Lohalia Union Parishad under Sadar upazila,
said he would have helped BIWTA authorities
to find suitable spots for leaving sand if he had
been informed.
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Two held for killing
British citizen

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A Bangladeshi-born British citizen was found dead on
January 6 in front of a drug rehabilitation centre in
Moulvibazar town, where he had been receiving treatment.

Police recovered the body of Jalal Uddin, 45, with several
injury marks on it, from inside an ambulance parked in
front of Uddipon Drug Healing Center in the upazila
around 9:00pm.

Moulvibazar Model Police Station Sub-Inspector Gias
Uddin conducted an operation in the town and Srimangal
upazila town on Monday night and arrested two people in
this connection.

The arrestees are Uddipon Rehab Center Director Suhel
Miah, 36, son of Lutfur Rahman Khan, of Kaziranga (East)
village under Sadar upazila, and his assistant Ripon Miah,
29, of the same area,

Jalal's family members claim that he was murdered.

His relatives said Jalal went to his uncle's house in the UK
during his childhood and stayed there until last April, when
he was sent back to Bangladesh by his uncle's family due to
his increased addiction to drugs.

After living a normal life for the first few months in
Bangladesh, he started taking drugs once again from last
October, said his cousin Shahinur Abedin.

Jalal's family members admitted him to the rehabilita-
tion centre on December 29 as his condition deteriorated,
Shahinur added.

Victim's mother Ruksana Akhter said she received a
phone call from the rehab authorities around 7:00pm on
January 6. They told her that they admitted her son to Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical College Hospital after he fell seri-
ouslyill, she said.

"Finding no one named Jalal admitted to the hospital,
we went to the rehab centre and found nobody on its pre-
mises,” she added.

“After thoroughly searching the whole building, we
finally discovered the body inside an ambulance parked in
the courtyard of the building,” Ruksana said.

“It was a murder and there is no doubt as the body had
numerous injury marks on it,” the victim's uncle Emadul
Haque said.

Resident Medical Officer of the hospital Polash Kumar
Roy said he found many injury marks on the body.

bKash agent
beaten dead
by muggers

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Faridpur

A bKash agent was beaten
to death by snatchers in
Mary Gopinathpur
Shofipara area of
Gopalganj Sadar upazila.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Md Dilu Sharif, 42,
son of late Abdul Salam
Sharif of Gopinathpur
Shofiparavillage.

Along with working as a
bKash agent, he ran a cos-
metic and medicine shop in
the area.

Quoting locals, Md
Hazrat Ali, sub-inspector of
Gopinath Police Outpost,
said Dilu was going to his
house with Tk 2 lakh in
cash around 9:30pm on
Monday.

When Dilu reached
Gopinathpur Shofipara
mosque area, a gang beat
him with hammer, leav-
ing him seriously injured
and took away the
money.

He was rushed to
Gopalganj General Hospital
and from there shifted to
Khulna Medical College
Hospital as his condition
was serious.

There he died early yes-
terday, said the SI.

Md Moniruzaman, offi-
cer in charge of Gopalganj
Sadar Police Station, said
they are trying to identify
and arrest the culprits.

Barishal Division, Barishal
www.food.barisaldiv.gov.bd
Memo No: 13.06.0000.013.55.002.17.92

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Regional Controller of Food

Date: 14/01/2019

Invitation for Tender (Works)
Tender No: 01/2018-2019

Ministry/Division Ministry of Food.

2. Agency Directorate General of Food.

3. Procuring entity name Regional Controller of Food, Barishal.

4. Procuring entity district Barishal.

9. Invitation for Repair of Food Godown with ancillary facilities
Pathorghata LSD, Pathorghata, Barguna.

6. Invitation Ref. No. & date 13.06.0000.013.55.002.17.92 Dated: 14/01/2019

7.  Procurement method Limited Tendering Method (LTM).

8.  Budget and source of funds Government of Bangladesh (GOB).

9.  Tender No, 01/2018-2019

10.  Tender name
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5,000 textbooks seized
in Habiganj, two held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Police in a drive on Monday night seized a
large number of textbooks meant for free
distribution among school children from
municipal bus stand area in Habiganj
Sadarupazila.

The law enforcers also detained two
vendors for selling the textbooks of
National Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB) illegally.

The arrestees are Rasel Mia, 30, son of
Amirul Mia, and Hashim Mia, 35, son of
Noor Mia, of Bulla village in Lakhai
upazila of the district.

A police team, acting on a tip-off,

raided the municipal bus stand area
around 9:00pm and detained the two
vendors from their shops.

They seized 5,000 textbooks of Class
III, Class V and Class VIII from there,
Officer in Charge of Habiganj Sadar
Police Station Golam Kibria said.

After interrogating the detainees the
real fact will come out, Habiganj
Additional Superintendent of Police
(ASP) SM Fazlul Haque said.

The vendors were selling the gov-
ernment books illegally, the ASP
said, adding that they will conduct
more drives against those involved
in such malpractice.
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Habiganj police seize a large number of primary textbooks meant for free distribu-

tion from municipal bus stand area in the town on Monday night.
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'Lalmonirhat

to be made

beggar-free soon'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The beggars will be rehabilitated as per their
necessity and the district will be made beg-
gar-free soon, said Social Welfare Minister
Nuruzzaman Ahmed at a view exchange
meeting with local journalists and civil
society members at the Circuit House hall
on Sunday:.

“Most of the beggars in the district have
already been brought under the social safety
net schemes like old-age allowance, widow
allowance and allowance for the disabled,” the
minister said, adding that Social Welfare
Department will run the scheme soon.

Beggar Abdul Khaleque, 73, of Kashiram
village in Kaliganj upazila said, "I get Tk 500
as old age allowance every month, but asitis

not sufficient and I am not capable of doing
physical labour, so I have to beg.”

Mahir Uddin, 63, of Fulgachh village in
Sadar upazila, said he has been begging for
the last 25 years as he is physically unfit for
work.

Local people said the district is witness-
ing increase in the number of beggars due to
poverty and lack of work opportunities for
the low income group people.

According to Lalmonirhat Deputy
Commissioner's (DC) office the number of
beggars in the districtis 3,949.

Lalmonirhat DC Shafiul Arif said district
administration and social welfare depart-
ment jointly have been conducting a need-
basis survey among beggars in two unions.

11.  Tender publication date

12.  Tender last selling date &
time

13.  Tender closing date & time

14.  Tender opening date & time

15.  Name & address of the office

(@) Seling of tender
documents

(b) Receiving of tender
document

(c) Opening tender document

16.  Eligibility of tenderer

17.  Brief description of works

18.  Brief description of related
service

19.  Price of tender document (Tk)

20.  Identification of lot

Repair of Food Godown with ancillary facilities in 3
(three) lots located throughout Pathorghata LSD,
Pathorghata, Barguna.

14/01/2019

03/02/2019 5:00pm.

04/02/2019 1:00pm.

04/02/2019 3:00pm.

Office of the Regional Controller of Food, Club Road,

Barishal.

i) Accounts Section, Office of the Regional Controller
of Food, Barishal;

iy Office of the District Controller of Food, Barguna.

Date 04/02/2019, Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm at

() In the box kept in front of 1st Floor, Office of the
Regional Controller of Food, Club Road, Barishal.

(ii) Office of the Divisional Commissioner, Barishal.

(i) Office of the Deputy Inspector General of Police,
Barishal Range, Barishal.

The tenders will be opened in the Office of the Regional

Controller of Food, Barishal.

Only enlisted contractor of DG Food & those who are

renewed in 2018-19 Fiscal Year can participate in the

tender & qualification criteria given in the tender

documents,

Repair of Food Godown with ancillary facilities in 3

(three) lots located throughout Pathorghata LSD,

Pathorghata, Barguna.

As per tender schedule.

Tk 1,500/- (one thousand five hundred) only (non-
refundable).

Estimated cost

Lot | Description/name of works Tender Liquid Completion
No. (Tk) security asset (Tk time (in
amount (Tk | inlakh) day)
in lakh)
1 | Repair of Residential Building 28,57,020.54 0.71 14.29 120
(OCLSD Quarter & Twin
Darwan Quarter) at
Pathorghata LSD, Barguna.
2 | Repair of Non-residential 28,57,095.87 0.71 14.29 120
Building (Food Godown FS-1)
at Pathorghata LSD,
Barguna.
3 | Repair of others Building & 19,00,899.73 0.48 9.50 90
Establishments (OCLSD
Office, Pump House & Water
Reservoir, Boundary Wall) at
Pathorghata LSD, Barguna.

21, Name of official inviting
tender

22.  Designation of official inviting
tender

23. Address of official inviting
tender

24. Contact details of official
inviting tender

GD-89

Reza Mohammad Mohasin.
Regional Controller of Food, Barishal.
Office of the Regional Controller of Food, Barishal.

0431-61012, 0431-61013

25.  The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any or reject all tenders.

Reza Mohammad Mohasin
Regional Controller of Food
Barishal Division, Barishal
Phone: 0431-61013
E-mail: rcf.bsl@dgfood.gov.bd




