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NEWSIN
brief

Iran satellite in US row

fails to reach orbit
AFP, Tehran

Iran yesterday launched a
satellite criticised by the
United States as a breach of
a UN resolution but it failed
to reach orbit, the telecom-
munications minister said.
Iran's arch foe Israel swiftly
condemned the launch,
which it charged was cover
for the testing of the first
stage of an intercontinental
ballistic missile.

S'pore vows to cane

Briton despite protest
AFP, Singapore

Singapore insisted yester-
day it would still cane a
British man convicted of
drug smuggling despite a
plea from London not to
proceed with the punish-
ment. Yuen Ye Ming was
sentenced by a Singapore
court last year to 20 years
in jail and 24 strokes of the
cane after he was convicted
of drug-related offences,
including trafficking.

ICC acquits former
| Coast strongman

AFP, The Hague

The International Criminal
Court (ICC) yesterday
acquitted former Ivory Coast
president Laurent Gbagbo
over a wave of post-electoral
violence, in a stunning blow
to the war crimes tribunal in
The Hague. Judges ordered
the immediate release of the
73-year-old deposed strong-
man, the first head of state
to stand trial at the troubled
ICC, and his former youth
leader Charles Ble Goude,
47.

Turkey seeks over 200
arrests over Gulen ties

AFP, Ankara

Turkish police yesterday
launched operations across
the country to detain over
200 people, including sol-
diers, suspected of ties to the
group blamed for the 2016
coup attempt, local media
reported. Prosecutors in
several provinces including
Ankara issued arrest warrants
for 222 suspects as part of
investigations into followers
of US-based Muslim preacher
Fethullah Gulen,

BITS OF HISTORY

(JANUARY 15)

1969: Soviet spacecraft Soyuz 5
launch, together with Soyuz 4 achiev-
ing first docking of two unmanned
spacecraft in Earth orbit.

2007: Free content encyclopaedia
website Wikipedia launches online.
2009: A US Airways jet with 155
people on board ditched in the frigid
Hudson River off Manhattan after
apparently hitting a flock of geese and
officials said everyone was rescued.

People are evacuated as a gunfight was underway following a blast at a hotel and office complex in Nairobi yesterday. The Al-Shabaab Islamist
group in Somalia claimed responsibility for the attack, according to the SITE Intelligence Group which monitors jihadist activities. rHOTO: AFP

Hotel complex, offices
hit by blast, gunfire

shots were being heard nearly four hours

AFP, Nairobi

A huge blast followed by a gun battle rocked
an upmarket hotel and office complex in
Nairobi yesterday, causing casualties, in an
attack claimed by the Al-Qaeda-linked

Shabaab Islamist group.

after the blast.

selves inside
explosions.

Simon Crump, who works in the com-
plex, said terrified workers barricaded them-

their offices after "several”

"We have no idea what is happening.

The explosion at the DusitD2 com-

pound, which includes a 101-
room hotel, restaurant and

NAIROBI ATTACK

several office hui]dings hous- Gunmen SE[uriw fﬂr{EE
ing local and international '
companies, was heard from EJ{{hEIn{_Z]E hEEI\I’}" gunﬁre
AFP's bureau some five kilo- : -

Somali Islamists Shabaab

metres (three miles) away.
The Shabaab, which car-
ried out a notorious assault

on a Nairobi shopping mall in 2013,

claimed responsibility, according to

SITE Intelligence Group which monitors

jthadist activities.

AFP reporters at the scene saw wounded
people being evacuated but said the full
casualty toll was unknown. Occasional

claims responsibility

the

Gunshots are coming from
multiple directions,” he told
AFP.

He later said that police
had begun evacuating people
from the office buildings. A
reporter at the scene said
sunmen and security forces
exchanged heavy gunfire.

"We are aware that there are armed crimi-
nals still holed up and our officers are trying
to flush them out," said Inspector General

of police Joseph Boinnet.

of lights and

John Maingi said there had been "a flash

a loud bang" at the Secret

Garden restaurant where he works.
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AFP, Thiruvananthapuram

Trailblazer beaten

by mother-in-law

days on the run, police said.

southern state of Kerala.

goes against his wishes.

Narendra Modi --

(BJP).

Sabarimala, set on top of a hill in a
tiger reserve, is dedicated to the celibate
deity Ayyappa, and followers believe
letting in women of menstruating age

A September ruling by India's
Supreme Court that all women could
enter the temple angered devotees,
including supporters of Prime Minister
who was in Kerala
yesterday -- and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party

One of the two women who infuriated Hindu traditional-
ists by entering a revered shrine in India was attacked by her
mother-in-law yesterday as soon as she returned home after

Kanakadurga, 39, had been in hiding since she made
history by setting foot in the Sabarimala temple on January
2 along with Bindu Ammini,

sparking days of unrest in the

Kanakadurga

After moving to more than 10 different safe houses,
Kanakadurga, who uses only one name, returned home
yesterday morning, only to be attacked by the enraged
relative -- reportedly with a stick.

"A case was registered by Kanakadurga against her
mother-in-law who, she said,
home this momning at 7.15 am," a police official in
Perunthalmanna town told AFP on condition of anonymity.

attacked her when she arrived

DENUCLEARISATION

US, N Korea

to hold talks
this week

REUTERS, Seoul

The US and North Korea
plan to hold high-level talks
in Washington this week to
discuss a second meeting
between their leaders, South
Korean media said yester-
day, as the old enemies seek
an "interim" deal to revital-
ise nuclear talks.

The meeting, led by US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and senior North
Korean official Kim Yong
Chol, is due on Thursday
or Friday.

They are expected to
finalise the date and venue
of a second summit
between US President
Donald Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, the newspaper said.
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detonated near a foreign compound in Kabul. The Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack that ripped

through surrounding neighbourhoods, killing at least four people and wounding more than 100.

PHOTO: AFP
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Antarctica ice loss

quickens: study

Sea levels rose by 0.5 inch in 40 yrs

REUTERS, Oslo
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Antarctica's annual ice losses have accelerated six-fold in the
past 40 years in a trend that could push sea levels metres
higher in coming centuries amid man-made global warm-
ing, scientists said on Monday.

They said the East Antarctic ice sheet is thawing at the
fringes and adding to rising seas, unlike many past reports
which have concluded that the eastern sheet has so far
resisted a melt seen on the western side.

[ce losses from the frozen continent surged to a net 252
billion tonnes a year in the period 2009-17 from an average
40 billion tonnes from 1979-90, according to the study in
the US journal Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS).

Overall, the scientists said that the melt of Antarctica
added water equivalent to 13.2 millimetres (0.5 inch) of sea
level rise over the past four decades.

"That's just the tip of the iceberg, so to speak,” said Eric
Rignot, a professor of Earth system science at the University
of California, Irvine, who led other scientists in France, the
Netherlands and the United States.

Global sea levels have risen about 20 centimetres (8
inches) in the past century and many other studies have
shown a faster thaw from Greenland to Antarctica, threaten-
ing coasts from Bangladesh to Florida and cities from
London to Shanghai.

The PNAS study estimated that Antarctica lost 169 bil-
lion tonnes of ice from 1992-2017, above the 109 billion
tonnes in the same period estimated last year by a large
international team of researchers.

The gap was mainly because the PNAS study estimated
that East Antarctica lost 57 billion tonnes over the period
compared to a 5 billion tonne gain in last year's estimates.
Ice sheets can gain mass if snowfall exceeds losses of ice.

FAKE FACEBOOK ACCOUNTS FROM PAKISTAN

Spies honey-trap
Indian soldiers

CNN ONLINE

An Indian soldier has been "honey trapped" into giving
sensitive information to a fake Pakistani Facebook account,
highlighting the widespread "catfishing" problem facing
India's military.

Sombir Singh, 22, was stationed near the India-Pakistan
border when he struck up an intimate online relationship
with an account he believed to be operated by an Indian
army medical officer.

Over the course of a year, the soldier revealed sensitive
information, including troop and tank movements to his
fake lover.

"He was honey-trapped via Facebook from a lady in
Pakistan," Umesh Mishra, additional director general of
police (intelligence) for the Rajasthan Police, told CNN. India
and neighboring Pakistan are
long-time military rivals.

The pair shared erotic and
intimate messages, as well as
explicit photographs, accord-
ing to officials.

The account, which still
appears to be active, was created under the name Anika Chopra.
The profile picture shows a woman wearing a green sari.

The low-ranking soldier had received money via his
brother's account from his online lover, Rajesh Meena,
superintendent of police, State Special Branch, Rajasthan
Police, told CNN.

"She started getting confidential information about the
army in lieu of which he received money," Mishra said.

Singh was arrested Friday and, if convicted, faces up to
three years in prison under the country's Official Secrets Act.

The Indian army is battling a widespread outbreak of
Pakistani "catfishing" -- when someone is lured into a rela-
tionship by a fictional online persona -- army chief Bipin
Rawat said last week.

Rawat said that "a lot of people” had fallen victim to the
online scams. Warnings against suspicious profiles had
been issued to army personnel, he added.

A lot of people fallen
victims to such online

scams: Indian army chief

ASSEMBLY WALKOUT
Pak PM slams
opposition for
pressure tactics

DAWN OMNLINE

Prime Minister Imran Khan
yesterday lashed out at the
opposition for disrupting
National Assembly proceed-
ings by staging regular walk-
outs.

In a tweet — which came
a day after the opposition
walked out on the opening
day of the National
Assembly's new session —
the prime minister said that
the repeated walkouts indi-
cated that this was "the only
function they (opposition)
intend to perform”.

He claimed that walkouts
are used as "pressure tactics”
to "seek an NRO (National
Reconciliation Ordinance)
and evade accountability for
corruption in NAB (Na-
tional Accountability
Bureau) cases not initiated
by PTI (Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf)".

In another tweet, the
prime minister wondered if
democracy for the opposi-
tion meant "immunity from
corruption”.

"It seems for them being
elected is a license to plun-
der the country," he added.

A day earlier, PPP leader
and former president Asif
Ali Zardari had lashed out at
NAB on the floor of the
assembly.
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