PERSPECTIVE

Friends or just friendly?

Among the countless hangouts at neigh-
bourhood 'tongs, making friends at school
never quite seemed like a big deal. Yet, the
minute you hit adulthood, genuine friend-
ships become a rare sight. Yes, you get
better at small talk during social gather-

ings, but as you find yourself too tangled in

the urbanite life to actually make time for
friends, your bonds weaken and friend-
ships fade out.

So, exactly what is the line between
being friendly and actually being friends?
Imagine meeting someone at an art

fest. You two instantly hit it off and have
intense conversations regarding artworks,
from Zainul to Picasso. Both of you can
sense the mutual likability, and yet, at that
moment, you two are just being friendly!

People we meet have the potential to
be transformed into friendships, but that is
not a thumb rule; there are times when
two people are not even interested to take
their acquaintanceship to a higher level.

If you have ever noticed how children
make friends, you shall see that toddlers
simply walk up to another child and start a
conversation. Clearly, it turns out that the
older you get, the more you are anxious
about the impression you make on others.

So, for most adults, making friends (or
to be more accurate, meeting friendly
people) become a game of chance meet-
ups and social norms.

A genuine smile and a welcoming atti-
tude is often enough to assess the friendli-
ness of a person. Friendly people have a
positive aura that instantly draws others
towards them. However, friendships are
not just based on being friendly. Friends
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share a much deeper connection, and that
having a genuine wish to share multiple
aspects of one's life with the other.

You have probably heard enough of the
'go out more!' and 'join groups of interest.
All that does is help you meet friendly
people, but for you to actually make
friends, you have to initiate plans and be
interested in their lives.

Ask potential friends out for coffee, or
go to a concert together. If making new
friends seem too daunting, why not send a
Facebook message to your old college
buddy? Rekindling old relationships is
another great way to finding genuine
friendships.

"Why exactly is this distinction impor-
tant?” you may ask? See, without this, you
would just end up cultivating half-hearted
relationships that have no real chance of
getting past initial acquaintanceships.
However, friendly people can and do
become genuine friends, just as friends
sometimes, thanks to the multiple strug-
gles life throws at us, become just friendly.
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WRITERS WANTED

Food, travel, fashion and all that's trending in between — do you have a knack for writing about
these? Or, do you yearn to let the masses know of a niche local festivity? Come join us at Star Lifestyle,
one of the largest circulating lifestyle magazines in the country, and have the readers get a taste of
your work!

To join us, you must have an equal fluency and command over both Bangla and English. While we are
open to all writers of all levels, our preference will be for those who are well versed in Bangladeshi
culture, current economy and festivities, and are over TWENTY YEARS of age.

Our writers are also expected to carry out researches on various topics of interest, do reviews and
conduct interviews of experts in diverse fields, and be capable of commuting to weekend event cover-
age within Dhaka.

To apply, send an email to iris@thedailystar.net with your CV including your contact details, and
mentioning your forte and how your specialisation can help Star Lifestyle. Also include a 300-500
word write-up on any lifestyle or related topic of your choice. Content must be original and
cannot be plagiarised in any form. Further queries are also welcome.

We are also looking for recipe writers who have original recipes and can express them in modern
English with proper instructions that can be easily followed. Send your recipes to
raffat@thedailystar.net, recipes must be your original.

NOTICE
As we have updated the criteria for selection, our deadline has been extended. Those who have
already sent in their CV-s are welcome to send in sample write-ups as mentioned.
Extended Deadline: 28 February, 2019
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