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People shout slogans as they carry placards during a protest against a bill passed by India's lower house of par-
liament that aims to give citizenship to non-Muslims from neighbouring countries in New Delhi, India yesterday.

College boy
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Kabir is a businessman in Satkania.
CMP Assistant Commissioner
(west) Moinul Hossain, who led the
drive, said Sadeq was picked up at
cunpoint by Jahangir, a driver, and
three others from Satkania's Thakur
Dighi area on Thursday morning

when he was on way to his college in
Chandanish.

The abductors forced him into a
microbus and tied his hands and legs
with towels,

“The victim was taken to a fish
enclosure in Notkhola, a remote hilly
area of Lohagara. The kidnappers
phoned the victim's father and
demanded Tk 50 lakh in ransom,”
Moinul told The Daily Star.

Fouzul said he filed a complaint
with Satkania Police Station around
noon on Thursday after receiving the
call from the abductors who used his
son's phone.

As Satkania police traced the
phone location in Chattogram city's
Double Mooring area, they requested
the DB to look into the matter.

AC Moinul said they started prob-
ing the incident on Friday and traced
Jahangir's location.

“Jahangir called his uncle on
Sunday morning and asked him to
keep a school bag with Tk 50 lakh
ready by the evening. He said he
would later inform his uncle about
where to hand over the bag.”

Sensing that the law enforcers were
conducting drives, the abductors took
preparations to kill Sadeq, the police
official added.

Police said the complaint filed
with Satkania Police Station was
turned into a case and they were
trying to arrest the other suspects.

JP won't
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possibilities for the Jatiya Party to
emerge as a stronger organisation.
Many popular and socially estab-
lished political leaders will join the
Jatiya Party due to a new political
equation,” he said.

He also said many other political
parties have been lost but the JP will
survive “with people's love”.

Rajshahi city JP General Secretary
Mostafa Rahman Dalim and many
other party leaders, including Lutfor
Rahman, Nazrul Islam and Enamul
Haq, were present at the meeting.

Be1jingers vent
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Since the venture opened in
September, customers have smashed
around 15,000 bottles every month,
said 25-year-old Jin Meng, who co-
founded Smash with her friends.

Not intended to promote violence,
Smash aims to help people deal with
the pressures of living in big cities
like Beijing, Jin said, adding that their
target customers are between 20 and
35 years old.

Another customer, Liu Chao, 32,
looked relaxed and pleased after his
session.

"If you have money, you can
smash anything - smash some TVs,
computers, wine bottles, furniture,
mannequins, but the only thing you
can't do is to smash someone," said
Liu.

Similar ventures already exist in
other countries, including the United
States.

Jin said around 600 people visit
Smash each month.

"A woman brought all her wed-
ding photos here, and she smashed
them all. We welcome people to
bring their own stuff," Jin said.

"Every time when we come across
cases like this, they affirm our belief
that we've provided a safe place to let
out negative energy. And we are
happy for that."

In Beijing, Jin said her next step is
to open a new anger room in a shop-
ping mall where people can take a
break from their shopping to smash a
bottle or two.

BNP to decide
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He said the BNP also wants a fresh
election be held under a neutral care-
taker government and establishment
of people’s rights.

Fakhrul along with Jatiya Oikyafront
leaders Kader Siddique, Subrata
Chowdhury, Mostafa Mohsin Montu
and ASM Abdur Rab visited Sylhet as
part of the alliance's movement
demanding a fresh national election,

On Sunday, Oikyafront leader Dr
Kamal Hossain appreciated Hasina's
decision to hold fresh talks with politi-
cal parties, saying it was a positive step,
reported UNB.

“I call upon the government to hold
talks with political parties to find an
effective way for holding a fresh credi-
ble election, Now the prime minister
herself has decided to hold the talks.
hail the decision. It's certainly a posi-
tive initiative.”

Dr Kamal said the alliance leaders
would sit after receiving the invitation
to decide on what might be discussed
at the talks.

Awami League General Secretary
Obaidul Quader on Sunday said
Hasina would hold a fresh dialogue
with all political parties who had
joined talks at the Gono Bhaban
before the December 30 polls.

He said the PM would send letters to
Oikyafront, Juktafront, 14-party alli-
ance, Jativa Party and others inviting
them to take part in the talks.

Earlier in November, Hasina held
dialogues with political leaders on
different major issues, including the
nature of the polls-time government
and dissolution of parliament before
the announcement of the polls sched-

ule, among others.

Before the announcement of the
polls schedule, Jatiya Oikyafront lead-
ers, led by Gonoforum President Dr
Kamal, sat with the PM at the Gono
Bhaban on November 1 and 7.
SYLHETTOUR
Reaching Sylhet around noon yesterday,
the Oikyafront leaders offered prayers at
the shrine of Hazrat Shahjalal (RM).
They later visited the house of Balagan;j
upazila Chhatra Dal Secretary General
Sayem Ahmed who was killed in a clash
with police on the polling day.

Talking to journalists at the shrine,
Fakhrul termed the national election
“a black chapter in the country's his-
tory as people's constitutional rights
were robbed”.

Asked whether his party would
contest the coming upazila elections,
the BNP leader said, “The whole world
has seen how incompetent the
Election Commission is. They don't
have the capability to hold an election
fairly. So no question arises about
taking part in the upazila elections
under this commission.”

Enquired if there was any problem
in the Oikyafront, Fakhrul said, “There
is no problem in the Jatiya Oikyafront
at all. But every political party is a
separate organisation and each of
them has distinct features.”

About Dr Kamal's call on parting
company with Jamaat-e-Islami, he said
it was Gonoforum's opinion, not of
the Oikyafront's. “We have not yet
discussed the matter [in the
Oikyafront], but we will discuss it in
our party.”

Later in the day, the Oikyafront
leaders left Sylhet for Dhaka.

Deal signed
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The number of containers is expected
to rise to 1.26 crore TUEs by 2045, said
the PPA official.

The Chattogram port, the country's
biggest seaport, can now allow entry of
ships with draughts of up to 9.5 metres
at high tide, while wvessels with
draughts of up to 7-8 metres can enter
the Mongla port.

Of the 19 components of the Payra
port project, capital dredging is in the
lead. As per a government estimate, the
development of all the components will
require $16 billion (Tk 125,000 crore).

The completion of dredging will
speed up the development of other
components such as establishment of
a bulk terminal to handle coal, a con-
tainer terminal, and oil and LNG
terminals, according to the PPA.

Of the total cost, Payra Dredging
Company will take a loan from HSBC
and its consortium banks, with the
help of Belgium Export Credit Agency
Credendo, to implement the project, a
PPA statement said.

It also said the PPA will pay back the
project money in 20 equal half-yearly
instalments on completion of the
initial maintenance dredging (approx-
imately 46 months after signing of the
contract).

Shipping ministry officials said the
PPA will have to pay back interests and
service charges of around €1,000
million including principal loan.

According to the PPA statement,
under the project capital and mainte-
nance dredging work will be com-
pleted by 36 months to facilitate up to
10.5 drafts of 40,000 metric tons of
deadweight (DWT) bulk carriers.

It said up to a maximum of 10.5-
meter deep channel will be created
followed by six months of initial main-
tenance dredging. Then both the parties
will find sources of funding for mainte-
nance of the remaining years of the
contract and the project company will
continue dredging during that period
subject to availability of funding,

The project will be implemented in
34 months in three steps. In the first
step (14 months), the actual amount
of siltation in the channel will be
determined.

In the second step, main capital
dredging work of inner and outer

channels will be completed with the
help of 11 dredgers in the next 14
months.

In the third step, initial maintenance
dredging will be done by the project
company in the channel for 6 months.

Approximately 111.399 million
cubic meters of dredging material will
be removed during the capital dredging
and approximately 152.399 million
cubic meters including initial mainte-
nance dredging, the PPA statement said.

The PPA also said a maximum of up
to 12-meter draft vessels will be able to
come alongside the port jetty with the
help of the tide.

Annually, 20 million metric tons of
coal can be handled directly from the
port jetty, which will fulfil the
demanded power generation in the
western part of the country at lower
transportation cost.

Container ships of 3,000 TEUs and

the bulk cargoes of 40,000 tons can
come directly to the port jetty.

According to the government plan,
construction of five coal-based ther-
mal power plants and an LNG terminal
are under construction in adjacent
areas of Payra Port. These power plants
will be able to produce about 9000
MWs of electricity. Twenty million
metric tonnes of coal will be imported
every year for the said purpose.

Bridge lies
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construct the approach roads imme-
diately.

Md Istiak Hasan, deputy assistant
engineer of LGED in Kulaura, said
building the approach roads is
important for the use of the bridge.
He added that they could not con-
struct the approach roads unless the
Project Implementation Office filled
up the low land to that end.

Kulaura Upazila Parishad
Chairman ASM Kamrul Islam told
this correspondent that allocations
received from the upazila parishad
were provided every year. The UPs
can repair public roads through main-
tenance and development
programmes, he added.

He said he was aware of the
approach road problem and expressed
hope that the administration would
take immediate steps to solve it.
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Palestinian dies
after Israel border
clashes

AFP, Gaza City

A Palestinian teenager succumbed to
his wounds yesterday three days after
being shot by Israeli forces during
clashes on the Gaza border, the health
ministry in the coastal enclave said.

In a statement, health ministry
spokesman Ashraf al-Qudra said
Abdul Raouf Salha, 14, "died as a
result of his injuries from (Israeli)
occupation fire last Friday east of
Jabalia" in the northern Gaza Strip.

Palestinians have been taking part
in often violent protests at least
weekly since March along the Gaza-
Israel border.

The demonstrators are calling to be
allowed to return to the homes their
families fled or were expelled from in
territory that is now inside Israel.

Israel accuses the strip's Islamist
rulers Hamas of orchestrating the
protests and using them as cover for
violence.

The Israeli army said Friday
around 13,000 Palestinians had
taken part in violent "riots" in multi-
ple sites along the border.

It had not responded to a request
for comment on the teenager's death
yesterday.

At least 243 Palestinians have been
killed by Israeli fire since protests
began in March,

The majority have been killed dur-
ing protests and clashes, though others
have died in airstrikes or shelling,

Two Israeli soldiers have been
killed over the same period, one by a
Palestinian sniper and another during
a botched special forces operation
inside Gaza.

One dead, four
missing in Russia
gas blast

AFP, Moscow

One person was killed and four were
missing after a gas explosion tore
through a multi-storey residential
building in southern Russia early
yesterday, authorities said.

The blast, in the town of Shakhty in
the southern Rostov region, destroyed
several apartments on the top two
floors of the nine-storey building, the
emergencies ministry said.

"The fate of four people remains
unknown,” emergencies ministry
spokeswoman Marina Chernyavskaya
told AFP, adding that a rescue opera-
tion involving more than 200 work-
ers was under way.

The blast came two weeks after a
gas explosion tore through a Russian
apartment block in the Urals city of
Magnitogorsk on New Year's Eve,
leaving 39 people dead.

Chernyavskaya said the building in
Shakhty, 1,000 kilometres (620
miles) south of Moscow, was in dan-
ger of collapse and officials planned
to prop it up.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
has been notified of the gas explo-
sion, with the Rostov governor
reporting to him on the rescue opera-
tion, the Kremlin said.

“The president tasked the head of
the region to provide comprehensive
assistance to the victims," the
Kremlin said in a statement.

On New Year's Eve Putin inspected
the collapsed building in
Magnitogorsk and visited the hospita-
lised victims.

Authorities said the rescue opera-
tion in Shakhty would take at least 24
hours.

A man and a two-year-old girl were
hospitalised and their condition was
"satisfactory," said Chernyavskaya.

More than 40 people were evacu-
ated to a nearby school.

Earlier in Magnitogorsk, investiga-
tors ruled out foul play, saying the
accident came as a result of a gas
explosion.

Gas explosions are relatively com-
mon in Russia, where much of the
infrastructure dates back to the Soviet
era and safety requirements are often
ignored.

Two 'robbers'
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and released him afterwards and kept
Russel in their custody, she also said.

However, Maniruzzaman, officer-
in-charge of Palong Model Police
Station said, “Detective Branch of
Police arrested Jahangir and Russel in
separate drives from Savar on
Thursday and handed them over the
following day.”

“We conducted several raids in
Madaripiur, Dhaka and Bogura with
the two in a bid to recover illegal
firearms and arrest their accompli-
ces,” the OC added.

When we went to Shariatpur early
yesterday, a group of robbers opened
fire on us, forcing us to retaliate, he
said, adding that the two men sus-
tained bullet injuries and declared
dead after being taken to Shariatpur
Sadar Hospital.

“Three police men were also
injured in the incident. Police recov-
ered one firearm, nine cocktails, eight
machetes, two knives and one lock
picking kit from the spot,” added OC.

No case was filed in this connec-
tion, he said.

LION AIR JET CRASH

Second black box
found in Java Sea

Indonesian authorities to download
contents of cockpit voice recorder

REUTERS, Jakarta

Indonesian authorities yesterday said
they will immediately begin to down-
load contents of a cockpit voice
recorder (CVR) from a Lion Air jet that
crashed into the sea near Jakarta more
than two months ago, killing all 189
people on board.

The crash was the world's first of a
Boeing Co 737 MAX jet and the deadli-
est of 2018, and the recovery of the
aircraft's second black box from the
Java Sea north of Jakarta yesterday may
provide an account of the last actions
of the doomed jet's pilots.

"We have our own laboratory and
personnel to do it," Haryo Satmiko,
deputy chief of the transportation
safety committee, told Reuters.

Satmiko said it had in the past taken
up to three months to download,
analyse and transcribe the contents of
recorders.

Contact with flight JT610 was lost 13
minutes after it took off on October 29
from the capital, Jakarta, heading
north to the tin-mining town of
Pangkal Pinang.

A preliminary report by
Indonesia's transport safety commis-
sion focused on airline maintenance
and training, as well as the response
of a Boeing anti-stall system and a
recently replaced sensor, but did not
give a cause for the crash.

A group of relatives of victims urged
the transportation safety committee to
reveal "everything that was recorded”
and to work independently:.

Navy Lieutenant Colonel Agung
Nugroho told Reuters a weak signal
from the recorder was detected several
days ago and it was found buried deep
in soft mud on the sea floor in water
about 30 metres (98 ft) deep.

"We don't know what damage there
is but it has obvious scratches on it,"
Nugroho said.

Pictures supplied by an official from
the transportation agency showed
chipped bright orange paint on the
CVR memory unit, but no major dents.

Nurcahyo Utomo, an investigator at
the safety committee, told reporters it
should take no more than five days to
download the data, but if there was a
problem the CVR would be sent to the
manufacturer.

"We hope it can be done as soon as
possible because all the Boeing opera-
tors are waiting," said Utomo, adding
that investigators hoped to complete
the full report within a year of the
crash.

With the recovery of the CVR, offi-
cials said there was no plan to continue
searching for other parts of the
wrecked plane, including an angle of
attack sensor that was suspected to
have been faulty.

The navy's Nugroho said human
remains had been found near the loca-
tion of the CVR, about 50 metres from
where the crashed jet's other black box,
the flight data recorder (FDR), was
found three days after the crash.

Investigators brought in a navy ship
last week after a 10-day, 38 billion
rupiah ($2.70 million), effort funded
by Lion Air failed to find the recorder.
Bureaucratic wrangling and funding
problems hampered the initial search.

The L3 Technologies Inc CVR was
designed to send acoustic pings for 90
days after a crash in water, according to an
online brochure from the manufacturer.

That would mean that after January
27, investigators could have faced a far
bigger problem in finding the CVR
buried along with much of the wreck-
age deep in mud on the sea floor.

Boeing did not respond immedi-
ately to a request for comment.

Since the crash, Lion Air has faced
scrutiny over its maintenance and
training standards, and relatives of
victims have filed at least three lawsuits
against Boeing.

Russia loses
control of only
space radio
telescope

AFP, Moscow

Russia has lost control of its only space
radio telescope but officials are work-
ing to re-establish communication, the
country's beleaguered space agency
said yesterday.

The incident is the latest setback for
Russia's debt-laden space industry,
which in recent years has suffered the
loss of spacecraft, satellites, and a
failed manned launch.

Roscosmos said a US observatory
detected signals from Russia's gigantic
Spektr-R, or RadioAstron, telescope,
which stopped responding to com-
mands from Earth last Thursday.

Roscosmos said that meant the
onboard systems were working inde-
pendently.

The Spektr-R telescope was
launched into orbit in 2011 to study
black holes, neutron stars and Earth's
magnetic field, among other subjects.

Complete with ground-based
observatories and a 10-meter-long
antenna, RadioAstron is one of the
largest telescopes ever made.

A new attempt to regain control of
the telescope was scheduled to take
place from 1600 GMT yesterday, the
space agency said in a statement.

Building future
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Around 25 years ago, Khushi started
working as an apprentice handicraft
worker to ease her family's financial
distress.

“One day, I went to my neighbour's
home where I saw a woman doing
embroidering on a 'nakshi kantha’
[traditional embroidered quilt]. That's
how I got the idea,” Khushi told this
correspondent recently.

Khushi was just 20 when she landed
the job at "Srijan Hastashilpo,” a local
business entity. She had to work 12
hours a day for a monthly salary of just
Tk 500.

“The payment I got for the laborious
task was meagre but [ was happy to get
the opportunity to learn. I learned how
to do embroideries on blankets, bed
sheets, pillow-covers, sarees and other
women's wear,” she said.

Appreciating Khushi's devotion, her
employer increased her salary to Tk
1,500 after two months.

"With time, [ started envisioning
that one day I will launch an embroi-
dery business at my home,” Khushi
said.

With her husband's help, she got in
touch with some Dhaka-based bou-
tiques and brought panjabis. She did
embroideries on them and thus gave
herself a new income alongside her
job.

After three years, she quit the job
and joined another handicraft busi-
ness

“Shotodal” as a designer in
Jamalpur for Tk 3,000 a month.

She continued working there for
five years and honed her skills, which
led her to start her own business,
recalled the entrepreneur.

In 2013, Khushi left her second job
and began running a small business
“Khushi Hastashilpo” at her home
with Tk 20,000. After hiring a number
of women to do different needle work
at different scales, she appointed some
women as “supervisors” to lead them.

Her business produced nakshi
kantha, bed sheets, cushion covers,
wall mats, and women's attire. Her
workers' payment varies based on their
skills.

Khushi told this paper that after

being in the business for a decade, she
had savings amounting to Tk
1,500,000. She invested all of it in her
boutique “Khushi Basralay” in 2013.

Her husband was also involved in
the business, Khushi added.

“I am proud of my wife as she has
pulled out the family from hardship
and established me as an honourable
businessman,” said a proud Abdul
Alim.

Maksuda Hasnat, executive mem-
ber of Jamalpur Handicraft
Entrepreneurs Association, said,
“Khushi has set a rare example in the
community by not only establishing
herself as an entrepreneur but also by
creating jobs for hundreds of women
inneed.”

PM reappoints
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since 2009 after the Awami League
came to power.

Imam was appointed to the post
after the 2014 general polls which saw
the AL reelected. For the previous five
years, he was the public administration
affairs adviser to the PM.

The prime minister appointed the
advisers based on the power bestowed
on her through Rule 3B (1) of the Rules
of Business-1996.

The five were reappointed on this
January 7. The Cabinet Division pub-
lished a gazette notification to this end
on Sunday.

The five advisers would enjoy proto-
cols, salaries and other benefits that of
a minister, said the notification, It,
however, did not mention anything
about the PM's two other advisers
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury (media
affairs) and Sajeeb Wazed Joy (ICT
affairs). The two were appointed after
the 2014 polls.

On January 7, the PM and 46 mem-
bers of her cabinet took oath at the
Bangabhaban.

Twenty-seven of the cabinet mem-
bers have been appointed for the first
time and the move surprised many in
the country's political arena.

However, while choosing her advis-
ers, the PM kept her faith in the old
faces.



