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A fishing boat sinks because of high seas due to tropical storm Pabuk in the southern Thai province of Narathiwat on Friday. Tens of thousands of tourists
have fled some of Thailand's most popular islands and resort areas as Pabuk closes in and threatens to batter the southern part of the kingdom with

heavy rains, winds and seven-metre waves.
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Russia demands
explanation over

US snub to
space chief

AFP, Moscow

Russia's space agency yesterday
demanded an explanation after Nasa
put off a planned visit to the United
States by Russia's controversial space
chief.

Dmitry Rogozin, a firebrand
nationalist politician known for his
anti-Western rhetoric, was set to visit
the US in February but NASA said
Friday that it was postponing his visit
indefinitely.

Rogozin, appointed by President
Vladimir Putin in May last year and
previously a deputy prime minister, is
blacklisted and under US sanctions
over Russia's actions in Ukraine.

Russia's Roscosmos space agency
said in a statement that "it expects
official explanations of NASA's posi-
tion" and stressed that Rogozin's visit
was planned "in accordance with an
invitation received earlier.”

It added a veiled warning that
preparations for talks on cooperation
with the US on the ISS programme
and deep space exploration are "so
far not suspended.”

The row comes as space explora-
tion remains one of the few areas
where Washington and Moscow
continue active cooperation despite
political tensions. The US needs
Russia to ferry astronauts to the
International Space Station.

NASA said in a statement Friday it
had told Roscosmos that Rogozin's
visit would "need to be postponed”
and a new date "has not been identi-
fied," USA Today reported.

Plans for Rogozin to visit NASA's

Johnson Space Center in Houston had
prompted protests from US senators.

Democratic Senator Jeanne
Shaheen said in a statement
Wednesday that NASA's invitation to
Rogozin "undercuts our message and
undermines the United States' core
national security objectives."

The rescinded invitation came
after NASA chief Jim Bridenstine
visited Russia in October, his first trip
after he took up his post.

Four madrasa
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“None of them are critically injured,”
said Taposh Kumar Sarker, residential
medical officer of the hospital.

The explosion took place at
Momtazul Ulum Madrasa in
Thanapara area around 9:00pm when
Fulbas attempted to light the burner
that was connected to the cylinder,
said, Principal of the institution
Arifuzzaman.

“The students were observing the
cooking preparation inside the
kitchen,” he added.

The fire was extinguished by the
residential students and staff within a
few minutes before the fire service
was informed, he also said.

However, wishing anonymity, a
senior teacher of the madrasa told
The Daily Star that the cook had long
been making use of the students in
preparing meals.

The authorities had always turned
a blind eye to the matter, despite
being well aware of it, he added.

The principal didn't comment
when asked about the allegation.

Nasir Uddin, officer-in-charge of
Kushtia Model Police Station, said a
complaint in this regard was yet to be
lodged.

French cardinal to go
on trial over child
abuse cover-up

AFP, Lyon

The highest-profile Catholic cleric to
be caught up in a paedophile scandal
in France is to go on trial on Monday
charged with failing to report a priest
who abused boy scouts in the 1980s
and 90s.

Cardinal Philippe Barbarin, the
archbishop of Lyon, is to stand trial
along with five others from his diocese
over allegations that they helped cover
up abuse in one of the parishes in the
area.

The 68-year-old, an arch-
conservative, is one of the most promi-
nent Catholic figures in France who
faces up to three years in prison and a
fine of 45,000 euros ($54,000) if
convicted of failing to report the abuse.

He denies the allegations.

France's Catholic church has been
roiled in recent years by allegations
against predator priests which have
come to light in the wake of a global
move by victims to come forward with
evidence.

Clerics have been denounced in
countries as far afield as Australia,
Brazil, Chile, Ireland, and the United
States, leading Pope Francis to promise
to rid the church of the scourge that has
done enormous damage to its stand-
ing.

The scandal in Lyon first came to
public attention in 2015 when a for-
mer scout went public with allegations
that a local priest, Bernard Preynat,
had abused him as a child 25 years ago.

The scout, Francois Devaux, who
has since formed a victims' group, also
filed a complaint against Barbarin, the
priest's superior, alleging that he had
known about the abuse but had cov-
ered itup.

After six months of investigation
and 10 hours of interviews with
Barbarin, investigators dropped the
case in 2016 after concluding that the
allegations against him were either too
old orimpossible to prove.

But a group of victims succeeded in
having the probe reopened which led
to Barbarin and the others, including
the archbishop of Auch and the bishop
of Nevers in France, being ordered to
stand trial.

"We hope this time to have a ruling
that will be clear and obvious for every-
one," Devaux said before the start of
the trial.

His wvictims' group, La Parole
Liberee (Freed Speech), began with a
handful of people, but soon received
calls and testimony from a total of 85
people claiming to have been victims
of Preynatin Lyon.

The priest was prevented from
leading scout groups after he was first
denounced in 1991, but was later
allowed to teach to children and held
positions of authority in parishes until
the scandal surfaced in 2015.

A lawyer for Barbarin, Jean-Felix
Luciani, said the cardinal was counting
on the trial to "re-establish some facts
because you don't repair one injustice
by creating another one.”

The story of Devaux, the victim who
brought the scandal to light, is to be
told in a film this year called "Grace a
Dieu" ("Thanks to God") which has
been made by French director Francois
Ozon.

The priest at the centre of the scan-
dal, Preynat, has acknowledged abus-

ing boys during interviews with inves-
tigators.

He is set to go on trial this year
charged with statutory rape.

Two other French religious figures
have been convicted of failing to report
child abuse in the past: the archbishop
of Bayeux-Lisieux, Pierre Rican, in
2001, as well as the former bishop of
Orleans, Andre Fort, last year.

The head of the Vatican's powerful
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, Spanish Archbishop Luis
Francisco Ladaria Ferrer, has also been
accused of complicity in the alleged
cover-up in Lyon.

In correspondence with Barbarin
about the priest, the Vatican's number
three had advised the cardinal to take
"necessary disciplinary measures
while avoiding public scandal” -- seen
as a warning to keep the abuse quiet.

The Vatican has cited his immunity
from prosecution and he will not go
on trial.

Barbarin has retained the support of
Pope Francis who met with him at the
Vatican in October 2017 shortly after
he was ordered to stand trial.

"l have only one judge who is the
Lord," the cardinal said recently on a
trip to the holy town of Lourdes in
southern France.

Walls of hatred
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In a short video released by the
Amnesty India against the alleged
government "crackdown" on NGOs,
Shah said those who demanded
rights were being locked up.

"Artistes, actors, scholars, poets are
all being stifled. Journalists too are
being silenced," he said in the short
video.

“In the name of religion, walls of
hatred are being erected. Innocents
are being killed. The country is awash
with horrific hatred and cruelty.”

He claimed that those who stood
against this "injustice” were having
their offices raided, licences cancelled
and bank accounts frozen so that
they were deterred from speaking the
truth.

"Is this where our country is
headed? Had we dreamt of a country
where there was no space for dissent,
where only the rich and powerful are
heard and where the poorest and
most vulnerable are oppressed?
Where there once was law, there is
now only darkness," he said, speak-
ing in Urdu.

Naseeruddin Shah had recently
created controversy when he said that
the death of a cow had more signifi-
cance than that of a police officer.

He was speaking in the wake of
mob violence by cow vigilantes in
Uttar Pradesh's Bulandshahr district
on December 3 that led to the death
of two men, including police inspec-
tor Subodh Kumar Singh.

The Amnesty India claimed the
country had witnessed a massive
crackdown on freedom of expression
and human rights defenders.

Aakar Patel, a member of Amnesty
India, said it may seem that the odds
were against human rights defenders
and civil society in India at the
moment, but human rights had
always won and would this time as
well.

Taliban blames US,
Afghan forces for

most civilian
casualties in 2018

AFP, Kabul

The Taliban blamed US and Afghan
forces for almost 90 percent of civilian
casualties in 2018, in a report released
Friday that suggested Afghanistan's
largest militant group was not respon-
sible for a single death or injury.

The data -- which NATO's Resolute
Support mission in Afghanistan
dismissed as "propaganda" -- follows
a record year of bloodshed in the
Afghan war, which by some estimates
overtook Syria as the world's deadli-
est conflict zone.

The figures, which the Taliban
release every year and are based on
"witnesses and primary sources”,
showed a total of 4,170 civilian casu-
alties -- 2,294 deaths and 1,876
wounded -- last year.

US and "stooge" Afghan govern-
ment forces caused 3,705 casualties,
while the Islamic State group and
other "unknown" entities were respon-
sible for 465, the Taliban claimed.

UNHCR
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circumstances under which the return
has taken place.

A family of Rohingya asylum-
seekers from Rakhine State, registered
with UNHCR in India, was sent back
to Myanmar on Thursday, after being
detained in India's Assam, where they
had been serving a prison term since
2013 for illegal entry into India.

Despite repeated requests, UNHCR
said, they did not receive a response
from the authorities in India regard-
ing requests for access to individuals
in detention to ascertain their circum-
stances and assess the voluntariness
of their decision to return.

This is the second such incident
since October 2018, when India
returned seven Rohingyas to Rakhine
State in Myanmar, where conditions
are not conducive to return, accord-
ing to UNHCR.

There are an estimated 18,000
Rohingya refugees and asylum-
seekers registered with UNHCR in
India, living across different loca-
tions, it said.

2 bullet-ridden
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profits,” he said.

The police said they were investi-
gating the deaths but did not provide
further information on the two men.

Over 720,000 Rohingyas have fled
a brutal military crackdown in
Myanmar's northern Rakhine state
since August 2017. They joined some
300,000 Rohingyas already living in
camps in Cox's Bazar,

Bangladeshi authorities say local
kingpins use the refugees -- trapped
in poverty and unlikely to return
home any time soon -- to transport
yaba pills which are made in
Myanmar meth labs.

Yaba is a methamphetamine-
based, caffeine-cut stimulant that
translates as “crazy medicine”.

The coastal town on the Naf river
that divides the two neighbours is a
key entry point through which yaba
enters Bangladesh.

In May last year, Bangladesh
launched a violent anti-drug crack-
down which saw deaths of at least
250 drug dealers, including 26 in
Teknaf in the last three months.

A village under siege
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-- and barred all types of vehicular
movement on the road through the
village. Even bicycles and rickshaw-
vans are not being allowed to pass
through the points, villagers have
alleged.

The AL men also captured the deep
tube-wells used for irrigation and
snapped satellite television connec-
tions to households, they added.

“They are not sparing even the
Awami League men. They confined us
all,” said a villager, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity fearing reprisal.

The villagers, including a senior AL
leader, blamed Kolma Union Parishad
Chairman Lutfor Haider Rashid and
young members of the party for the
situation.

Lutfor denied his involvement in
the siege, and claimed people were not
coming out of their village fearing
attacks by BNP men.

“Buses are avoiding the route for the
same reason,” he claimed.

Things turned a little tense in the
village the day before the election,
locals said.

On Saturday afternoon, some AL
men armed with hockey sticks dam-
aged the tin wall of the house of Union
Parishad Member Shafiqul Islam,
known asa BNP man.

In retaliation, BNP supporters
chased Lutfor Haider, who was sitting
at a tea stall, and beat up some of his
supporters in the evening.

Locals alleged Lutfor's men were
“punishing” them for Saturday's inci-
dent and also because most people
there voted for the BNP candidate,
although he eventually lost.

Because of the siege, locals are not
even sending their children to schools,
they claimed.

On Wednesday, two brothers from
the village -- both school teachers --
were beaten up when they were return-
inghome on a bike.

This correspondent met one of
them yesterday afternoon.

“It was our internal matter. 1 have
nothing to complain,” he said and
quickly left. He requested not to pub-
lish his name.

At 5:00pm vyesterday, this corre-
spondent saw a passenger bus avoid its
route through the village. Instead, it
took the road that runs through neigh-
bouring Korchor village.

“The situation is normal,” claimed
Ataur Rahman, an AL worker.

He said normalcy returned yester-
day morning when the additional
superintendent of police and the
Tanore UNO visited the village and
assured locals of security.

But villagers said they had no confi-
dence in such assurances.

“Road communication has not

restored and irrigation machines still
remain captured [by the AL men],”
said a businessman, asking not to be
named.

Additional SP Motiur Rahman
Siddiki told The Daily Star that local
AL men were indeed keeping the peo-
ple confined, but over “Saturday's
attack and counter-attack”.

“The wvillage is dominated by the
BNP and there is a tension between the
two groups |[AL and BNP],” he said,
adding that they asked both groups to
show restraint.

Contacted, lawmaker Omor Faruk
said the siege had nothing to do with
AL and BNP supporters of Kolma
village.

“It's an issue between locals in
Kolma and its surrounding villages,”
he claimed.

He also took credit for “avoiding a
bloodshed” in the area, but did not
explain how.

The lawmaker then went on to
blame police for not arresting those
who attacked AL men on Saturday
evening, but made no mention of the
attack by “AL men”.

“The situation would not have
arisen, had they [police| arrested those
responsible for attacking my people
that night,” he said.

Rajshahi deputy commissioner and
the police superintendent are expected
to visit the area today.

Tuna sells
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chain, paid 333.6 million yen ($3.1
million) for the 278-kg (613-1b) fish
caught off the coast of northern Japan's
Aomori prefecture, or double what he
had paid six years ago.

"The tuna looks so tasty and very
fresh, but I think 1 did too much,”
Kimura told reporters outside the
market later.

"1 expected it would be between 30
million and 50 million yen, or 60
million yen at the highest, but it ended
up five times more."

Yesterday's event was the first New
Year auction of the Toyosu market,
after the famed Tsukiji fish market shut
last year to provide temporary parking
for the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics.

Kimura had held the record for top
price paid for a single fish at the new
year's auction for six straight years
until 2017. But last year, the owner of a
different fish restaurant chain paid the
highest price.

After the auction, the fish was taken
to one of Sushizanmai's branches
located in the old market of Tsukiji.

Tuna is prized around the world for
its use in sushi, but experts warn grow-
ing demand has made it an endan-
gered species.

Greetings continue
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“Delighted upon hearing the victory of
the Awami League [AL] in the 11th par-
liamentary elections of Bangladesh, the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China [CPC]| wishes to extend to
the AL our heartfelt congratulations,”
said a CPC message on Friday.

It said the long-standing friendly
relations between the two parties have
played the role of political guidance in
the development of Bangladesh-China
strategic cooperative partnership.

“On the threshold of new and
important opportunities for the devel-
opment of China-Bangladesh rela-
tions, the CPC stands ready to
strengthen exchanges and cooperation
with the AL in our concerted effort to
build a new type of party-to-party
relations that seeks to expand common
ground while reserving differences, and
enhances mutual respect and mutual
learning and to promote the steady
progress of China-Bangladesh relations
atan even higher level,” the CPC said.

Meanwhile, Sudanese Prime
Minister Mutaz Musa Abdalla in
another message on Friday said, “On
my behalf and the People and the
Government of the Republic of the
Sudan, it gives great honour to extend
our heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes for Your Excellency's re-election
as the prime minister of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh.”

In a message issued on Thursday, D-
8 Secretary-General Ku Jaafar Ku Shaari
felicitated Hasina and the people of
Bangladesh on the AL's re-election.

“We, in D-8 Secretariat, share the
same spirit with and join the people of
Bangladesh in celebrating the outcome
of this election. This decisive victoryis a
reflection of the people's aspirations
for a prosperous Bangladesh and a
stronger position and more assertive
role in international affairs,” said the
statement.

Earlier, Russian President Vladimir
Putin, Indian External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj, Indian National
Congress Chairperson Sonia Gandbhi,
Chinese President Xi Jinping, Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani, King
Salman of Saudi Arabia, Crown Prince
Muhammad Bin Salman, King of
Bhutan Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
Bhutan's Prime Minister Lotay
Tshering, Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, West Bengal and
Tripura chief ministers Mamata
Banerjee and Biplab Kumar Deb also
congratulated Hasina and her party.

Hasina led the AL to a thumping
victory in the December 30 polls, in
which the ruling party-led Grand
Alliance secured 288 out of the 300
seats.

'Not sufficient'
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Khashoggi was murdered in what
Rivadh called a "rogue" operation,
tipping the kingdom into one of its
worst diplomatic crises and tarnishing
the reputation of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

The 59-year-old Saudi insider-
turned-critic was strangled and his
body cut into pieces by a team of 15
Saudis sent to Istanbul for the killing,
according to Turkish officials.

Turkish media reports suggested his
remains, which have never been
found, were dissolved in acid.

Rights groups have called for an
independent investigation into
Khashoggi's killing,

"Given the possible involvement of
Saudi authorities in Khashoggi's mur-
der and the lack of independence of
Saudi Arabia's criminal justice system,
the impartiality of any investigation
and trial would be in question,"
Samah Hadid, a Middle East director at
Amnesty International, said on

Thursday.

*This is why a UN-led and inde-
pendent investigation is needed into
the murder.”

The Khashoggi murder rattled the
world at a time when Saudi Arabia and
its de facto leader, Prince Mohammed,
were pushing an aggressive public
relations campaign to rebrand the
kingdom as a modern state.

Among Prince Mohammed's stron-
gest allies is US President Donald
Trump, who now faces increasing
pressure to approve measures against
Saudi Arabia.

The US Central Intelligence Agency
has reportedly concluded that Prince
Mohammed very likely ordered
Khashoggi's murder.

A bipartisan resolution approved by
the US Senate last month also held the
crown prince responsible for the kill-
ing.

But in November, the Saudi attor-
ney general ruled out any involvement
by the young crown prince.



