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Men transporting

Temains' in bags
Reveals new CCTV footage

AFP, Ankara

A Turkish television station has broadcast CCIV footage
showing men carrying cases and bags which it says con-
tained slain Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi's body parts.

The images shown on A-Haber television late Sunday
feature three men carrying five suitcases and two large black
bags into the home of the Saudi consul general in Istanbul.

The residence lies a short distance from the Saudi consul-
ate where Khashoggi was murdered in October in a killing
that has tested Riyadh's relations with the West.

Citing unnamed Turkish sources, A-Haber said Khashoggi's
dismembered body was inside the cases and bags.

Khashoggi, a contributor to the Washington Post, was
killed on October 2 shortly after entering the kingdom's
consulate in what Rivadh called a "rogue" operation.

The 59-year-old former Saudi insider turned critic was
strangled before he was cut up into pieces by a team of 15
Saudis sent to Istanbul for the killing, according to Turkish
officials.

The consulate and the residence were searched by the
Turkish authorities in October along with several other
locations but Khashoggi's body has still not been found.

There has been speculation that Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman ordered the hit but Riyadh has
absolved the de facto leader of any blame.

Saudi Arabia has also repeatedly rejected Turkish
demands to extradite suspects connected to the murder of
the journalist, a critic of the crown prince.
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Fireworks explode over the Marina Bay during New Year festivities in Singapore early today. As the world parties,
many will also look forward to 2019 and wonder whether the turmoil witnessed during the previous year will spill
over into the next.

PHOTO: REUTERS

AGENCIES

Pull t(jgther
in 2019

Angela Merkel urges

divided Germans
REUTERS, Berlin

Acknowledging that her
government disappointed
many Germans in 2018,
Chancellor Angela Merkel
sought to pull the country
together for 2019 with a
call for solidarity and coop-
eration to overcome deep
political divisions.

In her New Year speech,
Merkel said she recognised
that many Germans "be-
moaned" the ruling coali-
tion that took office in
March, an alliance of her
conservative bloc and the
centre-left Social
Democrats (SPD), which

A senior Republican US senator said he emerged from a White
House meeting with President Donald Trump on Sunday
reassured that Trump is committed to defeating Islamic State
even as he plans to withdraw American troops from Syria.

Senator Lindsey Graham had warned that removing all
2,000 US troops from Syria would
hurt national security by allowing
Islamic State to rebuild, betraying
LIS-backed Kurdish fighters of the
YPG militia battling remnants of
the militant group, and enhancing
Iran's ability to threaten Israel.

During a morning television
interview, Graham said he would
ask Trump to slow down the troop
withdrawal, which was
announced earlier this month and
drew widespread criticism.

An ally of Trump, although he
has opposed some of his foreign policy decisions, Graham
was more upbeat after the meeting, reported Reuters.

"We talked about Syria. He told me some things [ didn't
know that made me feel a lot better about where we're
headed in Syria," Graham, an influential voice on national
security policy who sits on the Senate Armed Services

Pentagon considers
plans for a 120-day
pullout period

20,000: monitor

ANTI-IS FIGHT

2018 death toll Syria
war's lowest at under

has been blighted by

Trump hits pause on Syria

Says top US senator, warns removing all 2,000 troops
would hurt national security, YPG militia

Committee, told reporters at the White House.

"We still have some differences but I will tell you that the
president is thinking long and hard about Syria - how to
withdraw our forces but at the same time achieve our
national security interests," Graham said.

Asked if Trump had agreed to any slowing down of the

troop withdrawal, Graham said: "I think the president's very
committed to making sure that
when we leave Syria, that ISIS is
completely defeated."
_— He said Trump's trip to Iraq last
week was an eye-openerand he under-
stood the need to "finish the job" with
Islamic State, also known as ISIS.

The Pentagon says it is consider-
ing plans for a "deliberate and
controlled withdrawal." One
option, according to a person
familiar with the discussions, is for
a 120-day pullout period.

Meanwhile, a war monitor said
yesterday Syria's nearly eight-year-old conflict saw its lowest
annual death toll in 2018 as the regime reasserted its author-
ity over swathes of territory, reported AFP.

Atotal of 19,666 people were killed this year as a result of
the conflict, which erupted in 2011, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights monitoring group reported.

Russia arrests US

Cltizen 1n Moscow

AFP, Moscow

Russia said yesterday its security services had detained a US
citizen in Moscow accused of spying, the latest in a series of
espionage cases between Russia and the West,

The FSB domestic security service said the American was
arrested on Friday "while carrying out an act of espionage”.

A criminal case had been opened, the FSB said in a state-
ment, under Article 276 of the Russian Criminal Code, which
allows for sentences of up to 20 years in prison,

The statement identified the American in Russian, using a
name that appeared to translate as Paul Whelan.

No other details were immediately available.

The arrest came with Moscow embroiled in a number of
spy scandals with the West and after President Vladimir Putin
accused Western nations of using espionage cases to try
undermine an increasingly powerful Russia.

LS intelligence services have accused Moscow of interfering in
the 2016 presidential election and earlier this month convicted
Russian Maria Butina of acting as an illegal foreign agent.

Butina faces up to six months in prison, followed by likely
deportation.

Prosecutors said she launched a plan in March 2015 to
develop ties with the Republican Party with the aim of influ-
encing LIS foreign policy.

Russian military intelligence agents were also accused in
the poisoning earlier this year of former double agent Sergei
Skripal and his daughter in Salisbury, England.
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AfghanTaliban held

peacetalks:Iran
AFP, Tehran

Iran said yesterday that the
Afghan Taliban have visited
Tehran for a second round
of peace talks in just a few
days aimed at bringing an
end to 17 years of conflict.
Iran has made a more con-
certed push for peace in
Afghanistan since Trump
indicated there would be a
significant withdrawal of
American troops.

Iragsentenced 616

foreignersforlSlinks
AFP, Baghdad

Irag sentenced more than
600 foreigners including
many women and dozens of
minors in 2018 for belong-
ing to the Islamic State
group, the judiciary said
yvesterday. Iraq declared
"victory" over IS at the end
of 2017 after a three-year
war against the jihadists,
who once controlled nearly
a third of the country as well
as swathes of neighbouring
Syria.

69 migrantsrescued
off Malta: navy

AFP, Valletta

A group of 69 migrants on a
rickety wooden boat were
rescued Sunday off Malta,
the navy said, while 49 more
were still at sea waiting for a
country to allow them to
dock. The migrants sent out
a distress call 117 nautical
miles southwest of Malta
and a Maltese navy vessel
was sent to their aid, a state-
ment said.

BITS OF HISTORY
(DECEMBER 31)

1946: US President Harry Truman
formally declared an end to all hostilities
inWorld War Two.

1999: Russian President Boris Yeltsin
stunned the world by announcing his
resignation and naming Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin as acting president.

1999: Panamanian President Mireya
Moscoso formally took back control of
the Panama Canal from the United
States.

2007: The last day for national curren-
cies in 12 European Union member
states as the biggest monetary change-
overin history takes place at midnight.

infighting.

But she added: "We will
only master the challenges
of our times if we pull
together and collaborate
with others across borders."

Germany is still feeling
the impact of Merkel's 2015
decision to leave open the
country's borders to more
than 1 million refugees,
mainly fleeing war in the
Middle East.

Resentment at that deci-
sion helped feed the rise of
the anti-immigration
Alternative for Germany
(AfD), which surged into
the Bundestag for the first
time at last year's federal
election, fracturing the
country's political land-
scape.

Merkel has given up the
leadership of her party, the
Christian Democratic
Union (CDU), but wants to
remain chancellor for the
remainder of the current
legislative period through
to 2021 - a goal she refer-
enced again in her New
Year's speech.

building, leaving hundreds without a home in freezing temperatures on New Year's Eve.

UK, France pledge drive

AFP, London

Britain and France have agreed to boost
bilateral cooperation over a spike in
migrants trying to cross the Channel, the
UK's Home Office said Sunday.

[n the coming weeks, the two countries
will increase surveillance patrols and
focus on measures to dismantle traffick-
ing gangs and improve awareness about

the dangers of sea crossings
in one of the world's busi-

est shipping lanes.

“The UK and France will
build on our joint efforts
to deter illegal migration -
- protecting our borders
and human life," said
Britain's Home Office
minister Sajid Javid, after speaking on
the phone with French counterpart
Christophe Castaner.,

Attempts to cross the English Channel
have been increasing since October, with
authorities on both sides struggling to stop
them.

Javid, who has previously said the rise is
being treated as a "major incident", has

CHANNEL MIGRANTS

200 migrants arrived
on Kent coast in past
two months

faced criticism from the opposition and
from within his own party for responding
too slowly.

"More than 200 migrants have arrived on
the Kent coast in small craft in the past two
months, The scale of the problem is unprec-
edented,” Charlie Elphicke, the MP for
Dover on the southeast coast of England,
told the Daily Mail.

A particular increase in arrivals has been
recorded over the Christmas
period, with British authori-
ties finding 43 people in
English waters on Christmas
Day and December 26.

On Thursday, British
border officials found 23
[ranians in three locations in
Kent on England's southeast
coast, hours after French maritime authori-
ties intercepted 11 migrants in a small boat
near Sangatte,

And on Sunday, authorities intercepted six
Iranians near Kingsdown beach in Dover.

Javid will chair a meeting that will bring
together senior officials from the Border
Force, the National Crime Agency and other
authorities.

Emergency personnel work at the site of collapsed apartment building after a suspected gas blast in Magnitogorsk,
Russia yesterday. Four people were killed and nearly 70 unaccounted for after the explosion rocked the high-rise

PHOTO: REUTERS

PIA fires pilots with
take school degrees

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's national flag carrier has fired 50 staffers
including three pilots for holding fake high school
degrees, an airline official said yesterday, in the latest
embarrassing mishap to hit the troubled airline.

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), which was
considered a global leader in commercial aviation
until the 1970s, has been plagued by myriad contro-
versies in recent years and saddled by billions of
dollars in debt.

"The airline has dismissed from service its 50 staff-
ers including three pilots for holding fake high school
degrees," PIA's spokesman Mashood Tajwar told AFP.

He said at least six additional pilots had been
fired recently on the same grounds.

The airline has cancelled the pilots' licenses,
Tajwar added. He did not specify what the other
PIA staff who were sacked did for the airline.

PIA was widely mocked in 2016 for sacrificing a
goat next to a turboprop ATR plane to ward off bad
luck, weeks after one of its planes crashed killing
47 people in one of Pakistan's worst air disasters.

Last year it had to apologise after forgetting
two corpses due to be transferred to Pakistan
from New York,

Kim sends message to
Trump on nuclear talks

Says S Korea's newspaper citing source

REUTERS, Seoul

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has sent a
"conciliatory message" to US President
Donald Trump amid stalled nuclear negoti-
ations, South Korea's Chosun Ilbo newspa-
per reported yesterday:.

Kim's "letter-like" message to Trump was
delivered on Friday through an unspecified
channel, the newspaper reported, citing an
unnamed diplomatic source.

The report did not include details about
the message but said it related to US-North
Korea talks, and was conciliatory in tone.

On Sunday, the office of South Korea's
President Moon Jae-in said Kim had sent a
letter to his counterpart in Seoul saying he
wants to hold more inter-Korean summits
next year to achieve denuclearisation of the
peninsula.

Neither the US State Department nor the
UUS Embassy in Seoul had an immediate
comment about the report of Kim's message

to Trump when contacted by Reuters.

Moon's office could not confirm the
Chosun I1bo report.

"There is a dialogue channel between
North Korea and the United States through
which they exchange active communica-
tion, but I cannot know whether it took the
form of letter or something else," Moon's
spokesman told a news briefing yesterday.

At a summit with Trump in Singapore in
June, Kim vowed to work towards denu-
clearisation,

However, both sides have struggled to
make progress on this matter. They are also
yet to reschedule a meeting between US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and senior
North Korean official Kim Yong Chol after
an abrupt cancellation in November.

Pyongyang's state media has credited
Trump for his willingness to continue dia-
logue but has also slammed the US State
Department for tightening sanctions.

India's opposition stalls
triple talag bill in RS

TNN, New Delhi

The triple talaq Bill could not be taken up
for discussion in Rajya Sabha (RS) yesterday,
amid demands from the opposition that it
be first referred to a select committee,

The house was adjourned for the day
with both sides - the opposition and the
ruling party accusing
each other of doing
politics over an impor-
tant bill.

Leader of the oppo-
sition Ghulam Nabi
Azad of the Congress
said that historically
bills of such signifi-
cance are either sent to
the standing committee or select committee
but the government has failed to do so.

Parliamentary affairs minister Vijay Goel
hit back saying that this was nothing but the
opposition's attempt to stall the bill, "The
opposition is doing politics over an impor-
tant bill," he alleged.

With no consensus emerging and oppo-
sition parties uniting in their demand, the
house was adjourned for 15 minutes.

Once the house reassembled, Anand
Sharma from Congress cited Goel's state-
ment to say that it is the government which
is politicising the bill. "If Lok Sabha has not
put the bill through scrutiny of a standing
committee and passed
the bill, Rajya Sabha
cannot be a rubber
stamp."

Law minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad at this
stage rose to say that
the government was
open to discussion and
any additions that the
opposition may want to the bill, "Yahan par
'insaniyat’ aur 'manaviyata’ ka sawaal hai.
Despite the Supreme Court orders till yester-
day instant triple talaq is happening. This is
why bill is important.”

With the opposition unrelenting on its
stand, the house was adjourned for the day:.



