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the reassurances needed to get her
deal through parliament.
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and foreign policy for more than 40 years, is proving any-
thing but smooth, complicated by the deep divisions in her
Conservative Party, the lower House of Commons and the
country as awhole.
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The ban was issued for all five mobile
phone operators in the country --
Grameenphone, Robi, Airtel, Banglalink
and Teletalk.
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China, Canada

. spat escalates
Beijing probes two Canadians
B e citing security threat, calls

e s for release of Huawei CFO

TH E KI N G AFP, Beijing

China yesterday confirmed two Canadians are under inves-

c R 0 W tigation on suspicion of endangering the country's national
security, fuelling tensions after Canada's arrest of a top
Chinese telecom executive on a US request.

co M ET H Former Canadian diplomat Michael Kovrig and business
consultant Michael Spavor were put under "compulsory
measures” on Monday, foreign ministry spokesman Lu

Kang said, using a term which would usually mean they are

A couple of Black Drongos

e : in custody.
fight over a meal. The The two Canadians are "suspected of engaging in activi-
feisty little creatures are ties that threatened China's national security," Lu said at a
well known for their regular press conference, without explaining if the two cases
aggression with the trait are related.

- Kovrig, who works for the International Crisis Group
SAmMNG tham Lk R (ICG) think tank, was being investigated by the Beijing

*» | ' a\ “King Crow”. bureau of state security, while the agency's office in north-
| ’ ‘ \ A : _ east Liaoning province was handling the probe into Spavor,
- _ Lu said.

» ' Spavor is a China-based business consultant who facili-
tates trips to North Korea, met with its leader Kim Jong Un
and arranged some of retired NBA star Dennis Rodman's
trips to the country.

Their cases will fuel suspicions China is retaliating
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4
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