3 YEARS OF

A CORRESPONDENT

Founded in 2015 with the dream of mak-
ing lives better, Pathao was founded by
Hussain M. Elius and Shifat Adnan. One of
the fastest growing tech startups in
Bangladesh today started its journey three
years ago as a logistics service provider
with just bicycles.

The popularity of their e-commerce
service was on the rise as the company's
promise of delivering products to clients in
a comparatively quicker pace was kept
intact by the usage of bikes and cycles for
delivery to shorten commute times. This
popularity helped the founders in coming
up with an even better utilisation of the
service, that is, ride sharing. The CEO of
the company, Hussain M Elius still recalls
the day when Pathao Rides functioned
through a Facebook group where the oper-
ations were manually handled via an Excel
sheet, his very own cell phone number and
just 5 bikes.

The Pathao app was launched in
December 2016 which as of March 2018
had amassed a user base of over three
million across Bangladesh. Undoubtedly,
at the forefront of Bangladesh's digital
revolution, the startup has dedicated itself
to solving infrastructural problems of the
country and has its operations in multiple
cities. One of its significant expansions is
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in the fact that Pathao has its car service
available in both Chittagong and Sylhet
besides Dhaka. As much as it may surprise
you, secret behind the successful story of
Pathao is in the fact that, by 2017 the
company had launched ride-sharing cars in
Dhaka and on January 2018, they
launched Pathao Food which in three
months since its inception became one of
the leading food delivery services of the
country. While one would think slowly
expanding within the national borders
would be enough, Pathao with its admira-
ble ambition became the first Bangladeshi
ride sharing company in September 2018
to launch its operations overseas — in
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Pathao also provides a parcel service
that offers on-demand emergency deliver-
ies. Tong is yet another one of Pathao's
well-received services that delivers your
essentials be it beverages, school supplies
or female hygiene products just to name a
few. The platform has enabled countless
people with the opportunity to earn inde-
pendently including the youth. This tech
platform has kept the digital Bangladesh
dream alive with the goal of providing all
sorts of services in one platform by har-
nessing the power of technology. This is
startup success story as of 2018, just 3 years
into operation, has become a national
pride and they're just getting started.
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Music elitism is basically the practice
of viewing all forms of music that
doesn't match one's taste as inferior
and having a negative judgmental
attitude towards people who are into
the kind of music one doesn't like.

Music is a form of art and a source
of entertainment. We all know the
saying, “Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder”, Likewise, the value of music
lies in the ears of the listeners. There is
no standard or criteria set for music to
be enjoyable. It is entirely up to the
individual taste of whoever is listening.

People are usually very expressive of
their music elitism, especially on social
media. There are several posts, statuses
and memes that are very disrespectful
towards certain genres of music, their
artists and their fans. Many people also
use a person's music taste to judge the
individual and even proudly proclaim
this practice.

I'll acknowledge this, there is no
denying that music is something
people bond over and a person's music
taste often (but not always) reflects
his/her personality. Personally liking or
disliking someone over their choice of
music is perfectly natural. But the
problem starts when you actively put
down people or criticise them for their
preferences, and start claiming that a
particular type of music is superior or
inferior to others.

Aside from bringing unnecessary
hate towards a person or a group of
people who have done nothing wrong,
music elitism has negative effects on
you as well. It makes you narrow
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minded and stops you from exploring
different types of music that you might
have loved but were too stubborn to
give a try. Another negative aspect 1s
that, you will push away people with
whom you could've been very good
friends with just because their music
preferences defer from your own. You
immediately made a snap judgment
and never give them a chance.

[ myself used to be a kind of music
elitist. I was really into rock and heavy
metal music back then and viewed
everything else as inferior. I had very
negative perceptions about
mainstream pop and [ would proclaim
how these songs are terrible and their
artists were losers. I would also be very
judgmental of people who liked Hindi
music.

Ever since I dropped this sense of
elitism and became more open
minded, only good things have
happened. I discovered songs from a
wide variety of genres that were
repeated over 20 times in my playlist
on certain days. I have made friends
who are both amazing human beings
and keep up with all the latest hits
from Bollywood. And of course, it feels
a lot better to not spread unwarranted
hate against someone or something.

Realistically speaking, we will always
be a little biased, a little judgmental.
Music taste is no exception. But as long
as we strive to become more open
minded, things are bound to get better.

Mushfiqur Rahman Shanto is a lost and
confused soul going through his early
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