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Brick kiln workers load firewood into a clay furnace, as production of brick picks up in the dry season in Sylhet's Gowainghat upazila.
Environmentalists say trees are being chopped down indiscriminately in the area to be used as fuel for the furnaces, due to lack of monitoring

from the Department of Environment.
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70 business faculty
students get DU
Dean's Award

DU CORRESPONDENT

Seventy students of different departments
of the Faculty of Business Studies of
Dhaka University (DU) yesterday received
the Dean's Award for their outstanding

academic performance.
Crests and certificates were handed to

the awardees by Vice-Chancellor Prof Md
Akhtaruzzaman at a programme in the
Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate
Bhaban on the campus.

Addressing the programme, the VC
urged the awardees to prepare themselves
with merit, patriotism and honesty and
equip themselves with humanitarian val-
ues to serve the nation.

Dean of Faculty of Business Studies of
DU, Prof Shibli Rubayat Ul Islam, pre-
sided over the programme while DU
Treasurer Prof Md Kamal Uddin addressed
it as special guest.

Exposed to the elements

Chilly weather leaves Rohingyas shivering in camps

MOSTAFA YOUSUF, from Cox's Bazar

As evening falls, 15-year-old
Noro Nobi shivers in the cold.

He shares a shelter made of
bamboo sticks and tarpaulin at
Block-D4 of Kutupalong Rohingya
camp with three siblings, aged
between six and nine.

Without warm clothes or
blankets, they have to deal with
the coldest months of the year --
December and January.

Nobi and his siblings fled a
crackdown by Myanmar army
that killed his parents on August
26 last year and landed at the
camp in Ukhia upazila.

“The cold has intensified over
the last few weeks. As dawn
approaches, we are left shiver-
ing,” Nobi told The Daily Star.

Gulshan Ara, a Rohingya living

in the same camp, said her shack
has holes and tears, allowing the
chilly breeze to enter. She lost her
husband to the Myanmar military
offensive last year.

“It is unbearable. My three chil-
dren wake up in the middle of the
night because of the cold. 1 have
only one blanket that barely covers
two of my three children.”

Mohammad Shohidul Islam,
meteorologist at Bangladesh
Meteorology Department in
Cox's Bazar, said the temperature
is expected to dip further in
December by 1-2 degrees Celsius.

There is also a probability of
two cold waves this winter, where
temperatures will dip below 10
degrees Celsius, he added. The
monthly average for November
was 15 to 20 degrees Celsius.

Brac, a non-government

organisation, conducted a survey
titled "Winter Need Assessment”
in which they found 56 percent of
the shelters need repairs, 21 per-
cent of Rohingya households
need blankets and 65 percent of
the families are in need of warm
clothes.

The survey was conducted in
October last month with the help
of 39 block in-charges (Majhi)
who look after 85,149 house-
holds in 28 camps.

Surot Alam, a local supervisor
of camp-1 at Kutupalong, said the
Rohingya families sold the blan-
kets they had received last year to
pay for other necessities.

Now they are exposed to the
cold. This makes the children
especially susceptible to various
cold-related diseases, he added.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6
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2 cops hacked
by criminal
during drive

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Three people, including two
policemen, were hacked by a
wanted criminal when the
law enforcers conducted a
drive to arrest him in
Chattogram city's Asadganj
area early yesterday.

The accused, Azad, was
also shot when police
opened fire in self-defence.
He was eventually arrested
with a machete, said police.

The three injured are
Assistant Sub-Inspector Abu
Hayat and Constable Rasel
Mia of Patharghata police
outpost, and Kafil Uddin, a
resident of Azadganj area.

Police took Kafil's help
to conduct the drive.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

AND SO IT BEGINS... With the campaigning period for the 11th national election officially open, candidates are
already putting their faces and electoral symbols in posters all over the city. The photo was taken from the
capital's Kakrail yesterday.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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GENDER VIOLENCE

ASK project to
SUppOrt SUrvivors

Cox's Bazarsince 2017.
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the programme,

Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) yesterday formally launched a four-
year project in the capital's Cirdap, that has been providing
social, legal and medical support to survivors of gender violence
in four districts, in collaboration with the government.

The project, titled "Astha: strengthening access to multi-
sectoral public services for gender-based violence”,
been in operation in Patuakhali, Jamalpur, Bogura and

has

It receives technical support from United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), and is funded by Embassy of
The Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Speaking at the programme, Nasima Begum, secretary to
the ministry of women and children affairs, said “We are
operating help lines such as 999 and 109 for reporting cases
and minimising risk of gender violence.”

“We aim to ensure a life free of discrimination and vio-
lence for everyone,” said Harry Verweij, ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

UNFPA deputy representative Eiko Narita also spoke at
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Another 5m euros

In Bangladesh, the Unicef project will focus on issues of internal
and cross-border migration of children, especially the ones at
risk or are survivors of trafficking, sad a Unicef press release.

Bangladesh government reported that around 5,000
Bangladeshi children and women were trafficked into India
and the Middle Eastin 2014 and 2015.

Besides, a large number of children of the Rohingyas had
been separated from their parents and are at risk of trafficking.

Moreover, around 600,000 children -- among whom
380,000 are aged between 5 and 14 --
due to a high rate of internal migration in Bangladesh.

are living in the streets

Weather may remain dry with temporary partly cloudy sky over the country in the

COX'S BAZAR

PM's proposal
on migration
adopted at
UN meeting

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A proposal by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on
UN Global Compact on
Migration has been
adopted at UN meeting in
Marrakech, Morocco.

The proposal was made
by Hasina in her address at
the UN General Assembly
in 2016, to which
Bangladesh affirmed full
support and to its imple-
mentation, said the Foreign
Ministry in Dhaka yester-
day.

A Bangladesh delegation
led by the Foreign Secretary
Md Shahidul Haque is
attending the UN Summit
for adoption of the Global
Compact for Migration in
Marrakesh. He delivered
the national statement at
the plenary meeting of the
Intergovernmental
Conference of UN to Adopt
the Global Compact for
Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration.

Shahidul also men-
tioned about Bangladesh's
initiative in framing a draft
national strategy on migra-
tion governance to address
migration in all its forms
and manifestations, He
described this as a reflec-
tion of Bangladesh's strong
political willingness for
implementing the action-
able commitments of the
Global Compact.

next 24 hours till 6:00pm today, UNB said quoting the Met office. Light to moderate
fogmay occur at places over the country during late night till morning. The sun sets
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|UB celebrates students' achievements

CiTY DESK

To celebrate outstanding achievements of students in

international arena, Independent University, Bangladesh

(IUB) hosted a reception, "Celebration of Success”, on its
Bashundhara campus in Dhaka on Sunday.

A Matin Chowdhury, chairman of IUB Board of
Trustees; Abdul Hai Sarker, chairman of Education,

Science, Technology and Cultural Development Trust;

Rashed Chowdhury, former chairman of Board of

Trustees; Prof M Omar Rahman, vice chancellor of IUB;

and Prof Milan Pagon, pro-vice chancellor of IUB,
spoke on the occasion among others.
Pnzes were distributed amﬂng the achievers.
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Enamul president, Bakul GS of
Chuadanga journalists association

CITY DESK

Md Enamul Haque of The
Financial Express has been elected

president and Bakul Ahmed of the 5984

Samakal general secretary of
newly formed Chuadanga
Journalists Association, Dhaka,

says a press release.

EIIHI}IIJI

tary, Julhas Kabir Sujon organising secretary, Nuh
Abdullah office secretary, Firdousi Juthi publication

and publicity secretary, Anzam Khalek sports and cul-

tural secretary and Rony welfare secretary:.
Executive committee members are Ahmed Pipul,
Bulbul Ahmed and Rahman Rono.

Bakul
Besides, Nazmul Likhon has been elected vice presi-
dent, Harun-or-Rashid treasurer, SK Liton joint secre-
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