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“The Digital Security Act has really become a weapon
=7 not only against freedom of expression but also anti-
= corruption movement.”

1B EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DR IFTEKHARUZZAMAN (PAGE 3)

“Itis not possible to run [the banking sector]

unless @ massive reform is brought about.”
PLANNING MINISTER AHM MUSTAFA KAMAL
ABOUT THE TROUBLED SECTOR (PAGE 16)

_; ' but only if necessary. We are not perfect people.”
="y  MAHATHIR ON CRITICISMS ABOUT HIS GOVT
POLICIES (PAGE 8)
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145 seats

Ershad-led party aggrieved as
AL finally gives it only 29 seats

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Skilful Tigers
continue
dominance

SAKEB SUBHAN

Bangladesh's mode of attack
switched from spin in the
Tests to pace in yesterday's
first ODI, but there was no
change in the outcome as
the hosts outclassed West
Indies by five wickets at the
Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur yester-
day.

The Tigers' better aware-
ness and skill shone through
first in restricting the visitors
to a sub-par 195 for nine on
a slow wicket. West Indies
batsman Roston Chase
admitted after the match
that the team -- who com-
bined to play 171 dot balls --
failed to adjust to the wicket
and realise that the pacers
were more difficult to score
offin these conditions.

Bangladesh's greater
awareness came to the fore

Tamim Igbal made a stunning return to the game in Bangladesh's first ODI against West Indies, which the hosts won — ?fz;{r;ngh:t?aﬁeﬂ;ha;g wfzf,

by five wickets at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday. However, Tamim's glory came not from the bat but Snoy kiieh  thtéd and Shalib'Al Hagah
R — from a fielding effort as he darted across 20 yards to take a catch with a full-length dive inches off the turf. SEE PAGE 11 COL S

EC's REJECTION OF APPEALS For the honest,

Khaleda files 3 :polls too costly

10 contest

Says Debapriya at CPD event

HC asks EC to accept NOMINALION - STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Pﬂpers ﬂ'f ﬂ (}ther Caﬂdidates . The exorbitant cost of running for parlia-

- ment is keeping many honest and qualified
- candidates from contesting, said an econo-

Aggrieved at getting only 29 seats from the ruling Awami
League, the Jatiya Party has decided to field its candidates in
145 other constituencies.

Of the 145, at least 100 constituencies will see the AL face
its ally JP alongside the BNP-led opposition alliances.

The AL has finalised candidates in 258 out of the 300
constituencies and left 42 seats for its partners in the grand
alliance comprised of JP and 14 other parties.

JP leaders said they got very disappointed as the AL left
only 29 seats although they bargained for over 40 through-
out the last week.

Besides, two of the 29 seats will "“remain open” since the
grand alliance has nominated AL and Workers Party candi-
dates in those constituencies.

So the JP has actually been given 27 seats as it will have
the AL as its challenger in Kurigram-1 and Workers Party in
Barishal-3, added the leaders.

However, the party in the press release sent to different
media outlets mentioned that it got 29 seats to contest the

parliamentary polls. _h#,;ﬁ o ” '3- +"t"'ﬁ P ﬂ 1_“?,% #

.rs.-f

The AL did not agree to leave Kurigram-1 for the JP and “ Eaa) e e oLk ‘ﬁ“l‘ﬁ G
tried to make the Workers Party happy by giving it Barishal- i {

3, sources in the ruling party said.
JP and Workers Party have incumbent lawmakers in
Kurigram-1 and Barishal-3 respectively.
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FINAL SEAT-SHARING

BNP keeps 238,

e allies get 60 I writ petitions

Oli and an independent will not w238
258 Tumn on 'Shﬁﬂf Of Pddd}" Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami

STAFF CORRESPONDENT ;
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 22 - mistyesterday.
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia yesterday filed three writ .  Debapriya Bhattacharya, a distinguished
29 The BNP yesterday announced the final list of 298 candidates, including 60 Gong 7 petitions with the High Court, challenging the legality of - fellow of the Centre for Policy Dialogue
for its allies in the 20-party and the Jatiya Oikyafront. UHOIOEN the Election Commission's rejection of the appeals against - (CPD), said, “We have said elections in many
Workers Party Two other seats -- Chottogram-14 and Cox's Bazar-2 -- have been kept for Nagorik Oikya, JSD [Rob], LDP cancellation of her all three nomination papers. . cases have turned into a majorinvestment.”
Liberal Democratic Party Chairman Col (retd) Oli Ahmed and Jamaat Khaleda filed the petitions through her lawyers, seeking | So, many honest and qualified candi-
5 leader Hamidur Rahman Azad. 5 each HC directives on the EC to accept the nomination papers so - dates cannot take part in the polls due to
Oli will contest the December 30 polls with his party symbol “umbrella” : that she can run from Bogura-6, 7 and Feni- 1 constituencies. - high expenditure, he said.
JSD [Inu], BDB while Azad as an independent candidate. All the 298 others will use BNP's Jamiat-e-Ulama-e-Islam, KSJL The HC will hold hearing on the petitions today, Zainul .  “Time has come to see whether election
3 electoral symbol -- “sheaf of paddy”, 4 each Abedin, a lawyer for the BNP chief, told The Daily Star. " expenses have turned into a major obstacle
each There are no rebel candidates from the BNP and its allies. Citing from the petitions, he said the EC rejected - to democracy,” he said while speaking at a
Of the 238 BNP nominees, around 100 are first-time candidates while 16 JP [Zafar], Khelafat Majligh Khaleda's appeals on the grounds of violating the electoral . programme at the Brac Centre Inn in the

Tarikat, JP (Manju)  are women and five from reli gious and ethnic minorities. 2 code of conduct. " capital.
2 h Meanwhile, the party has also finalised three backup candidates for the each But the question of Khaleda's violating the code doesnot © At the programme, the CPD unveiled its
Cac seats its Chairperson Khaleda Zia sought to run from. arise as she has been in jail since February, the counsel . annual report on the Bangladesh economy.

_ Of them, party Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir will run BIF, Kalyan Party, NPF, pointed out. . In the past, the think tank had called for
BJSD [Ambia] from Bogura-6, Morshed Milton from Bogura-7 and Rafiqul Islam from Labour Party Replying to a question, Zainul said the EC in its orders ® adjusting electoral expenses through state
1 Feni-1. 1 each has not mentioned Khaleda's conviction as a reason for - expenditure and bringing more transpar-

It comes a day after the Election Commission rejected all three appeals rejecting her appeals with it. . ency during polls-time expenditure.
*TWO CANDIDATES IN by Khaleda against the cancellation of her nomination papers by the return- OLI TO USE OWN PARTY SYMBOL; Another lawyer for the BNP chief, Kayser Kamal, told this |  But nobody verifies the authenticity of
KURIGRAM-1, ing officers on grounds of her conviction in two corruption cases. ONE JAMAAT CANDIDATE TO RUN correspondent that the EC illegally scrapped her appeals * SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
sttt SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 ASNDE ENDENT SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 - RELATED STORY IN STAR BUSINESS
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The Power of Dreams
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IN BANGLADESH

price: BoT 139,000

Please Visit Our Honda Exclusive Authorized Dealer:

Dhaka Division: Eskaton- 09666733777, Uttara- 01614222470, Shyamoi- 01972119399, Rampura- 01707081246, Mirpur- 01886688399, Bangshal- 01908805282, Jatraberi- 01701294102, Keranigari- 01877-700912, Ashufa- 01704198755, Savar- 01777741260, Mankgani- 01709689791, Bhulta- 01841030509, Narsingdi- 01716765114, Pakundia-
01712700006, Gazipur- 01730730802, Manna- 01714831919, Tangai- 01792006660, Madhupur- 01712022612, Faridpur- 01993321067, Rajbari- 01740581807, Gopagani- 01619600400, Mymensingh Division: C.K. Ghash Road- 01711631090, Pat Gudam More- 01978252201, Phuipur- 01712108343, Nefrokona- 01707005602, Jamalpur- 01711641342,
Sherpur- 01756047979, Chattogram Division: Agrabad- 01757293977, Muradpur- 01777741270, Lohagara- 01841141161, Fatiichari- 01816825752, Hathazari- 01819313091, Knagrachhari- 01718462341, Oax's Bazar- 01610002944, Cumilla- 01826206661, Noakhali- 01819471893, Fenl- 01915959973, Chandour- 01913605262, Laxmipur- 01705453344,
Sylhet Division: Naiorpul- 01738116666, Chowhatta- 01674742526, Moutvbazar- 01717130941, Habiganj- 01729252692, Khulna Division: Sonadanga- 01750076905, Nirala More- 01719100315, Chuknagar- 01711874409, Salkhira- 01914498951, Jashore- 01914498968, Chongacha- 01717313681, Narai- 01914498956, Magura- 01786311451,
Jhenaidah- (1914498958, Kushtia- (01749064912, Bheramara- 01746366311, Meherur- 01715306174, Chuadanga- 01712534414, Nlamdanga- 01751931255, Barishal Division: Kafber Road- 01975041837, Aamoll- 017119286112, Rajshahi Division: Rani Bazar- 01722037037, Baneshwar- 01723771100, Keshorhat- 01720214400, Taherpur- HONDA

01715177534, Chapai Naweboqen- 01715733729, Rahanpur- 01711022966, Bogura- 01777765073, Netore- 01730730985, Pan- 01718282294, Isiarti- 01717556878, Chetmabar- 01914707734, Seaign- 01711460080, Naogeon- 01711180265, Pindla- 1724338868, Joyputhat- 11789929292, Rangpur Division: Rengpur- 01865109908, Saihbar-  Bangladesh Honda Pvt. Ltd.
01750083711, Gaibandha- 01716202202, Kurigram- 01715204621, Nageshwari- 01318071207, Laimonithat- 01722494794, Dinajpur- 01700793000, Birampur- 01700793017, Birganj- 01705412967, Nilphameari- 017142083657, Saidpur- 01855999080, Thakurgaon- 01819823663, Ranisankail- 01979823686, Panchagarh- 01979823674, Boda- 01979823688 '
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