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This 30-year-old iron bridge built over Bauria canal in Galachipa upazila of Patuakhali collapsed one and a half months ago.
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BRIDGE LYING COLLAPSED

Who cares?

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

An iron bridge built around 30 years back
over Bauria canal under Galachipa upazila
collapsed one and a half months ago, but no
steps have been taken till now to repair it
and resume communication.

Villagers said the bridge was built on the
canal around 30 years back to ease com-
munication in the area, but it collapsed in
the middle of October due to lack of reno-
vation for a long time,

About one lakh people of Khontakhali,
Kanchonbaria, Kismot Bauria, Bishkani
Bauria, Ramanando and Tafalbaria villages
under Patuakhali's Galachipa upazila and
Sonakhlai, Algee and Chalitabunia villages
under Barguna's Amtali upazila are suffer-
ing due to lack of communication.

Villagers cannot go to local haats and
bazars or to the upazila and district town
due to collapse of the bridge. A good num-
ber of school goers are also suffering as there
are two educational institutions -- Bauria
Government Primary School and Bauria
High School -- in the area.

Bauria High School Headmaster Md
Abu Bakar said students of the institu-
tion are facing immense suffering after
the bridge collapsed.

“We have requested the local union
parishad (UP) chairman to take immediate
steps to build a new bridge on the canal to
resume communication,” he said.

Bahadur Hawlader, a resident of Bauria
village, said the bridge was built around 30
years back and villagers were getting its
benefit, but it collapsed one and a half
months back, which has created a problem
in communication with other places.

Villagers voluntarily built a bamboo
bridge (locally called sako) considering the
interest of school goers, but they have to
cross it at great risk, he said, adding that the
authorities concerned should take immedi-
ate steps to build a new bridge on the canal.

Kamruzzaman Monir, chairman of
Amkhola UP under Galachipa upazila, said
it is a very important bridge and local peo-
ple have been suffering since it collapsed.

“We have informed Local Government
Engineering Department (LGED) about the

matter and requested them to build a new
bridge,” he said.

Galachipa Upazila LGED Engineer Md
Atiqur Rahman said they are taking steps to
build a new bridge there.

Sonaimuri
JCD man

shot

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Noakhali

Sonaimuri Upazila
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) President
Shahidullah Liton was shot
in his leg on Saturday
night.

Local people rescued
bullet-hit Liton, 26, around
12:00 midnight and rushed
him to Noakhali 250-bed
General Hospital.

Doctors at the hospital
referred Liton to Dhaka for
better treatment.

Liton, son of Md Hanif
of Gobindapur village in
Sonaimuri upazila, was
forcibly taken into a micro-
bus at Rampur on
Noakhali-Cumilla around

9:00pm on Saturday.

Victim's father Hanif
said the criminals forced
his son Liton to get into the
microbus after he got down
from an auto-rickshaw.

Later, local people found
Liton shot in his leg at
Bipulsar near Noakhali-
Cumilla border around
11:00pm, he added.

The criminals shot him
in the leg and left him on
the spot, said Sonaimuri
Municipality Chairman
Motahar Hossain Manik,
also president of munici-
pality BNP.

Tragic

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A schoolboy met a tragic death when a rope he was playing
with got coiled around his neck ah his house in Sharsha
upazila of Jashore on Saturday night.

The deceased, Yadul Islam, 10, a Class III student at
Navaron Government Primary School, was son of Jamal
Hossain of Navaron village in the upazila.

Yadul was playing with a rope tied to the ceiling when it
suddenly got coiled around his neck, and he died of suffoca-
tion, said the deceased's father.

During the incident Yadul's parents were busy in
household work.

Hearing no sound for quite sometime, Yadul's mother
went inside the room and found the boy hanging with the
rope.

With the help of neighbours, the body was down.

Yadul was buried without conducting autopsy yesterday
morning as the parents did not want to file any complaint
with the police station in this regard.

100 maunds of fish
poisoned to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

LInknown criminals poisoned to death around 100 maunds
of fish in Anwarpur village under Sadar upazila of Habiganj
on Saturday night.

The criminals poured pesticide in the fish farm belonging
to Joynal Abedin of the village in the dead of night, locals said,
adding that all the fish died due to poisoning of the water.

The price of the fish would be around Tk 5 lakh. Most
of the rotten fish have been buried under the ground to
prevent spread of bad smell, said Joynal Abedin, owner
of the fish farm,

Habiganj Police Station Assistant Sub-Inspector Mullah
Lutfur Rahman said a case was filed with the police station
in this regard.

None was arrested
incident, he added.

in connection with the

Implement CHT deal fully

Speakers reiterate at rallies on 21st anniversary of the agreement

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Speakers at programmes in Rangamati and
Bandarban marking the 21st anniversary of
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) peace accord
yvesterday demanded effective steps for full
implementation of the accord.

Parbatya Chattagram Jana Samhati Samiti
(PC]SS) organised a rally at Shilpakala Academy
hall room in Rangamati town yesterday, reports
our correspondent.

“The government claims that 48 of 72 clauses
of CHT peace accord have been implemented,
but the reality is that only 26 clauses have seen
implementation,” local lawmaker Uchaton
Talukdar said at the programme.

Prakriti Ranjan Chakma, president of
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Bangladesh Adibasi Forum’s CHT region unit,
Arun Kanti Chakma, chairman of Rangamati
Sadar Upazila Parishad, Rina Chakma, president
of Hill Women's Federation's Rangamati district
unit, and cultural activist Shishir Chakma were
present at the function with Notun Chakma,
member of PCJ]SS central committee, in the chair.

Rangamati Hill District Council (RHDC)
organised a discussion at RHDC hall room
marking the CHT peace accord anniversary.

Lawmaker Firoza Begum Chinu was chief
guest at the programme presided over by Brisho
Ketu Chakma, chairman of RHDC.

Our Bandarban correspondent reports: The
PCJSS leaders at a programme at Arun Sarki
Town Hall in the district town yesterday blamed

the ruling party's lack of goodwill for not full
implementation of the peace treaty.

Progress in implementation of the peace
accord has been very slow and land dispute, one
of the most important issues, still remains unre-
solved, speakers said at the programme.

A large number of indigenous people gath-
ered at the event yesterday noon.

PCJSS leader KS Mong Marma attended there
as chief guest while indigenous leaders Jumlian
Amlai, Joli Mong Marma, and Aung Thoai Sing
Marma spoke, among others.

PCJSS leaders said district and upazila admin-
istration did not allow the indigenous people to
bring out procession marking the 21st anniver-
sary of the peace treaty.

A cross-section of people join a colourful procession brought out by Khagrachhari Hill District Council in the town yesterday marking the
21st anniversary of Chattogram Hill Tracts peace agreement.
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employees of Gopalpur Government
College yesterday demanded exem-
plary punishment of the culprits
responsible for the mysterious death

of Kamrunnahar Ity, 20.

At a human chain programme in
front of the institution in Gopalpur
upazila headquarters yesterday,
they also alleged that despite getting
specific complaint police did not

take any action.

Police on Friday recovered the

house at Bhattabari village in adjacent
Madhupurupazila.

Ity, daughter of Abdul Quddus of
Bolibhadra willage in Dhanbari
upazila, was married to Jalil Miah of
Bhattabari village in May this year.

After the marriage, Ity contin-
ued her study staying at her in-
laws' house while her husband
Jalil serves at a private firm in the
capital.

Quoting Ity's parents, speakers
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Students, teachers and employees of Gopalpur Government College form a human chain in front of the institution
in Tangail's Gopalpur upazila yesterday, demanding punishment of the killers of Kamrunnahar Ity.

had committed suicide by hanging
herself from the tree.

They demanded
arrest of the killers and threatened
to go for a tougher agitation, if their
demand is not met.

Ity's father filed a case with
Madhupur Police Station, Officer in
Charge of the police station Shafiqul
Islam said, adding that they will take
necessary steps after getting the
autopsy report.

Police yesterday submitted
charge sheet to a court in
Jashore against two youths
accused of raping a teenage
girl near Sharsha border on
October 26 in 2017.

Sharsha Police Station
sub-inspector, also investi-
gation officer of the case,
Mamunur Rashid submit-
ted the charge sheet.

The accused are Milon
Sheikh, 35, son of Abdul
Hamid Sheikh, and Jamai
Ukil, son of Rafig Sardar of
Ramchandrapur village in
Sharsha upazila of Jashore.

According to the charge
sheet, Jamai Ukil and
Milon took a teenage girl,
18, from Milon's house to
Sharsha border area on
October 25 last year, prom-
ising that they would give
her a good job.

When they reached
Sharsha border area the
next day, the girl grew
suspicious and refused to
go with them.

Jamai Ukil and Milon
then raped the girl there.

A team of Border Guard
Bangladesh, who happened
to be there on patrol duty,
became aware of the inci-
dent and rescued the girl.
They also detained Jamia
Ukil and Milon.

The girl filed a case with
Sharsha Police Station on
October 28, against Jamai
Miah and Milon on charge
of gang rape and attempt-
ing to traffic her.

The accused were
handed over to police.

immediate
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