v,

g 7 MALAYSIA N\ -
Y EDUCATIeN

Fast Track Education Services hosts

MALAYSIA EDUCATION
LEAD MEET 2018

MOHUA MOULI

Fast Track Education Services Ltd. hosted
“Malaysia Education Lead Meet 2018" on
November 16-17, 2018 at Platinum Grand
in Banani. The event gave prospective
students a chance to learn more about
universities in Malaysia through a meet-
and-greet with Malaysian university
representatives. SHOUT was the Youth
Engagement Partner of this event.

Delegates from four different
universities were present during this year's
event. Students from various educational
backgrounds were present, many of whom
were accompanied by their parents. The
participating universities included Curtin
University, Malaysia; INTI International
University & College; Monash University
Malaysia; University of Nottingham
Malaysia; and Swinburne University of
Technology Sarawak Campus.

The event began with Peter Paul
D'Costa, Managing Director of Fast Track
Education Services Ltd. welcoming the
students and parents and thanking the
participating university representatives,

Nicholas Lau introduced the audience
to Curtin University, originally located in
Australia, with one of its international
campuses located in Malaysia. He went on
to discuss the various facilities available
on their campus. “Our university is ranked
among the top 1 percent universities
worldwide,” said Lau. “While we have
many subjects available, we are especially
focused on oil and gas engineering. We
also provide university exchange programs
for our students.”

After his speech, Mala Raghavan from
INTI International University was
welcomed to the stage. This was the only
participating university during the event
that was originally a Malaysian institution.
“We have over 65,000 students from 99
countries, studying across 6 campuses in
Malaysia,” said Raghavan. She also
explained the prospects of students being
able to transfer to any of the 350
universities abroad who are affiliated with
INTI International University.

Next, lan Koh from Monash University
Malaysia took the stage to talk about the
prospects of studying in Monash. “Our
university is ranked 59th in the World
University Rankings. We not only provide
the same certificate as Monash University
Australia, but also similar facilities to our
students. The Monash University Student
Association (MUSA) controls over 50
different clubs and societies for students
to explore a variety of activities,”
mentioned Koh.

Dylan Ong from Swinburne University
discussed about their campus situated in
Sarawak. He stated, “Our university has
over 4000 students from 50 different
countries. Not only do our students
graduate with an Australian degree, they
get it at around one-third of the cost
compared to what they'd have to pay at
the Australian campus.”

The seminar came to an end with
D'Costa talking about why Malaysia is
such a popular choice for students. “In the
10 years that we've been recruiting
students, we've found that a large number
of students prefer to go to Malaysia. The
common reasons always include Malaysia
being closer to home. The tuition costs are
also much more reasonable compared to
universities elsewhere in the world.”

With the end of the seminar, and a
small tea-break, the delegates sat down at
their designated tables to provide one-on-
one counselling sessions for students and
parents. One of the participants, Maisha, a
recent A Level graduate had come with her
mother to learn more about her options.
She said, “I'm glad Fast Track organised
this event because it gives me a chance to
explore my options in Malaysia before I
decide where to apply.”

Fast Track Education Services provides
consultation and solution for students
who are interested in studying abroad. To
find out more about Fast Track Education
Services Ltd. visit their website:
www. fteducation-bd.com or visit their office
at 44/12, (1st Floor) West Panthapath,
Dhaka-1205.
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PLANETEERS ASSEMBL
AT EARTH CLUB'S
CHAMPIONS OF EARTH

ANIKA TASNIM

We all admit in unison that nature is an
integral part of our lives. However, we
have taken its blessings for
granted—we hardly understand its
importance. We have dug holes for
ourselves by increasing deforestation
rates, emitting greenhouse gases, and
enhancing pollution. Without proper
actions, our beautiful earth will soon
face serious consequences.

Earth Club of North South
University (NSUEC) took the initiative
to bring the youth from national uni-
versities on a single platform where
they can come up with sustainable
solutions for the environmental prob-
lems around us. One of the initiatives
is “Champions of Earth”, the biggest
environmental idea generation compe-
tition where students get to solve criti-
cal environmental issues.

The four-month long journey started
in July where 411 teams participated
from 41 different universities around
the country. The first round of the
competition was an online case sub-
mission and 84 teams qualified for the
second round.

The participants had the first work-
shop on August 31, in which they got
the notion of further developing their
ideas based on sustainability and feasi-
bility. All qualified teams submitted the
abstracts detailing their ideas. Only 30
teams got the opportunity to present
their ideas in front of the judges in the
next round. Finally, nine of the most
innovative ideas secured their position
for the final round.

On September 28, participants sat
for a mentoring session with specialists.
The final presentations were held on
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October 12 where each team they pre-
sented a detailed plan of their idea,
including the implementation strate-
gies and feasibility options in our coun-
try.

Finally, the grand finale of Sailor
Champions of Earth Season 3 was held
on November 14. The chief guest of the
ceremony was Prof. Dr. Gias U. Ahsan,
Pro Vice-Chancellor (Designate) &
Dean, School of Health and Life
Sciences, North South University; the
guest of honour was Md. Rezaul Kabir,
Chief Operating Officer, Sailor.

The total prize money for this year's
Champions of Earth was BDT 1,00,000
— the winning team was awarded BDT
50,000; first runner-up team was
awarded BDT 30,000, and the second
runner-up team was awarded BDT
20,000.

The champion team was Captain
Planet from North South University
with their brilliant idea of achieving
biofuel from water hyacinth plants.
Team Golden Snitch from University of
Dhaka secured first runners-up position
with their idea to make eco-friendly
bricks from recycled plastic waste, and
Team Xero from BRAC University
became second runner-up and their
idea was eco-friendly fuel for vehicles.

Alongside this event, NSUEC also
organises other events such as “A Tree
for Free”, "Environmental School
Campaign”, and “Encounters” to create
a massive response in order to fight
pollution and to spread awareness
about environmental issues.

Sailor of Epyllion Group was the
title sponsor; Runner Motors Ltd was
the associate sponsor of the event.
SHOUT was the Youth Engagement
Partner.




