Nahila says, “For daytime outdoor events,
you want to make sure your MUA does your
makeup under the sunlight. For daytime
makeup, we have to go the extra mile with
blending so that there are no harsh lines in
your contour and highlight. More than that,
it is fun to do makeup for brides that book
for daytime events because | can then really
curate looks that highlight the brides' natu-
ral beautiful features. Daytime looks for
brides are better with the toned down, no-
makeup styles.”

For indoor or evening functions, Proma
says, “Our gorgeous jewellery and clothes
for the grand events call for traditional
looks. So, for the evening events, brides
look best in makeup that has more shimmer
and the red lipstick is an absolute must.” She
adds that for indoors, because of all the
photographers' glaring lights, the bride's
makeup has to be more prominent or else
everything could look flushed out.

NAHILA'S TIPS FOR THE BRIDAL EYE

Nahila says, “The eyes play a big part on the
look, for me, that is the favourite part of my
craft. | like to enhance the natural features
of the face with subtle highlight and con-
tour, and go bold for the eye makeup. The
eyes are the jewels of the face” On that
note, she gives us insight on how to decide
the colour for your contact lenses. She says,
“You should choose your contact lenses
according to your jewellery, the colour
palette on your eyes and also colour of your
attire. If your overall outlook is of the cool
tones or pastels, you should opt for grey
lenses, preferably the darker greys, so it still
looks natural. And for warm toned makeup
and sari or lehenga, if you're wearing some-
thing red, you should go for hazel contacts.
It will really make your eyes pop.” For con-
tact don'ts, Nahila says to avoid circle
lenses.

Having mentioned the facts a bride
should know and consider, our pro makeup

artists help us decipher the questions you
must ask your MUA before cashing in on
your big day.

PROMA ON EMBRACING BENGALI

BEAUTY

Proma is a serious advocate of keeping the
original skin tone when it comes to choos-
ing foundation shades for brides. She says,
"Some clientele, who don't understand how
beautiful their own skin is, always want to
become a few shades fairer. My job as a
professional is also to show clients that their
skin is beautiful and that they don't have to
mask their identity on their big day. We
must break out of the 'fair is beautiful' trope
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because darker skin actually photographs
better. For people who are naturally fair,
heavy contouring is used to enhance fea-
tures." But for brides who want to change
their skin tones no matter what, Proma says
that there is still a discrete way to do it, "l
would just go under the eyes really well
with a concealer and highlight only the
high points of the face. | would keep the
hairline the natural colour. Highlighting the
nose, the jaw and the under eyes will give
the illusion of a brighter face without mask-
ing the original beautiful skin."
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WHAT'S IN THE TOOL BOX

For your bridal look, you should have an
idea of what type of makeup you want. A
good MUA will have a wide range of foun-
dation shades and types in her makeup-kit,
but a great one will educate you on what is
right for your skin. You must ask your artist
the range of shades she has in her appara-
tus. If she has more variety in her shade
range, there is a good chance she has the
right pigment for you.

Proma says, “Ask your MUA whether she
has regular, HD or airbrush foundation. My
style of bridal makeup is usually on the
lighter side; | use airbrush for skin that does

not need much coverage and | will use
professional makeup companies like
Kryolan for clients that want or need
extreme full coverage.” Proma also says that
you must ask your MUA about how her
tools are cleaned, and whether she has
options for waterproof mascara, or even
different options for lashes. She adds, “I'm
certified to do lash extensions, so if my
clients want a little extra long wear lashes
to not have to constantly put lash glue for
all the events, and also for their honey-
moon, they know where to go.”

A little tip for future brides, when you
shortlist your MUAs, ask them to give you a
list of products they have in their toolboxes.
Nahila gives us details, “If the MUA has
Makeup Forever HD, Estee Lauder, Bobbi
Brown, or professional makeup brands you
haven't heard of before, you can trust that
you're in the right hands, because these
makeup companies design their products
to make your skin look flawless in both
pictures and real life”

ASK FOR A TRIAL SESSION

Most commercial artists do not offer trials
as a part of the package. Mostly because for
the in-season, it may not even be possible
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because of the pre-booked tight schedules.
So, when you plan out your event itinerary,
discuss with your MUA about trials and
figure out how to put that in the budget.
Trials are very important to see how your
desired look turns out in real life, before the
actual day. And if necessary, it gives you the
chance to change your mind.

Proma says, “For me, trials are a part of
the package, | believe that trial sessions are
extremely important to show the brides
what they have signed up for. If, by any
chance, they don't like the look they chose,
we can work something out together. In the
trials, | also take the chance to match their
perfect shade of pigments for the founda-
tion, concealer and contour. If a bride hap-
pens to think she will look better if she is
made a few shades brighter, | will apply
makeup on her face in a variety of styles so
she has the option to choose what makes
her feel most comfortable.”

BUDGET

On the day you sit down for a consultation
with your MUA, you should ask her if she
can provide services for the sisters and
mother of the bride. If you MUA is a
freelancer, you should ask if she has hair
dressers in her team. If travelling is a part of
the gig, you should ask your MUA the rates
for that. And last but not least, always ask
for trials, and discuss a way to make a rea-
sonable budget for that.

To conclude, let's get a forecast for bridal
makeup trend for the next season.

Proma:“l want to see brides embracing
Bengali Beauty. | want to see our badami
(wheatish) skin!” For eye-looks, she foresees
a comeback of the Kim K black smoky eye,
and even a halo version of the smoky eye.

Nahila: “We've seen glitter cut creases for
the last two years, | would love to see metal-
lic eyeshadows. Matte eyeshadows for the
day time brides would also look amazing”’
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