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An overloaded truck gets stuck as the Bailey bridge near Jilani Tea Garden in Habiganj's Shayestaganj
upazila broke down due to the pressure of the vehicle yesterday.
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Road link snapped as
Balley bridge collapses

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Road communication between
Shayestaganj and Chunarughat upazilas in
Habiganj has remained suspended since
yesterday morning after a Bailey bridge near
Jilani Tea Garden collapsed in
Chunarughat.

The risky bridge, which was already
vulnerable due to movement of overloaded
vehicles, over Chandicherra canal on
Shahjibazar-Chandpur road collapsed
when a sand-laden truck was crossing it
around 9:00am, locals said.

Nipen Paul, member of Chunarughat
Sadar Union Parishad (UP) and a resi-
dent of Chandpur Tea Garden area, said
due to the collapse, traffic movements on
the road remained suspended for the day
and many vehicles remained stranded on
either side of the bridge, causing
immense sufferings to its users,

Meanwhile, the authorities concerned
are yet to take steps to remove the broken
truck from the spot and repair the bridge to
restore road links, Nipen said.

Truck driver Mizan Mia of Habiganj town
said they faced lots of trouble while crossing
the bridge as it became very weak due to
plying of overloaded vehicles.

“We are compelled to use the bridge
violating the rule as it is the only alternative
shortcut between Habiganj and Dhaka-
Sylhet highway,” Mizan added.

Another trucker Mohibur Rahman said
they have noticed the cautionary signboard,
but they violate the order as they do not

have any other option.
Sub-Assistant Engineer of
Chunarughat Local Government

Engineering Department (LGED) Anisur
Rahman said the bridge caved in due to
heavy pressure of a 10-wheeled over-
loaded truck filled with sand.

Although the authorities concerned
hung a cautionary signboard beside the
bridge, heavy vehicles kept using it, ignoring
the warning, which eventually led to its
collapse, the engineer said.

They will start the repair work of the
collapsed bridge after removing the broken
truck as soon as possible, he added.

Father kills baby
for dowry

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

A 27-day-old baby girl, thrown to the
ground allegedly by her father on Sunday,
succumbed to her injuries at Jamalpur
General Hospital early yesterday.

The baby's father, Lablu Miah committed
the brutal act at his house at Kulurchar village
in Sherpur Sadar upazila as his wife Rahila
Begum failed to bring money from her father.

Lablu, son of Abdur Rahim of Krishnapur
village in Jamalpur's Sarishabari upazila, mar-
ried Rahila, daughter of Rasul Miah of
Muslemabad in Jamalpurtown, nine years ago.

Rasul's elder daughter Jesmin said her
father gave construction worker Lablu Tk
25,000 as dowry during the marriage.

Lablu put pressure on Rahila on Saturday
to bring Tk 10,000 from her father, trigger-
ing a quarrel between the couple at their
newly built house at Kulurchar village in
Sherpur Sadarupazila near Jamalpur town.

At one stage of quarrel, Lablu snatched the
baby girl from her mother's lap and threat-
ened Rahila that he would hurt the baby if she
did not meet his demand, said Jesmin.

On Sunday morning, the tormented
mother rushed to her parents' house to
collect the money, but failed, Jesmin said.

“Rahila and I returned to her husband's
house and tried our best to pacify Lablu and
requested him to return the baby to her mother
so that she could feed her,” Jesmin said.

Rejecting the request, Lablu threw the
baby to the ground, picked her up and then
threw her down again, leaving her critically
injured, she said.

Lablu went into hiding after the incident,
said Jesmin.,

The baby was admitted to Jamalpur
General Hospital where she succumbed to
her injuries at the hospital after fighting for
life for 19 hours, a source at the hospital said.

Sherpur Sadar Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Nazrul Islam said they have got an
allegation about the murder of the baby girl
by her father.

“We will take legal action against the
father if he is involved in the killing,” the
OC added.

Youth's body
found

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikeanj

Police recovered a body
with eyes gouged out at a
field beside a crematorium
at Bag Baniajuri village in
Ghior upazila yesterday.

“Informed by locals that
a youth's body was found,
police recovered the body at
noon. Eyes of the deceased
had been gouged out. The
body was sent to 250-bed
Manikganj Sadar Hospital
for autopsy,” said Rabiul
Islam, officer-in-charge of
Ghior Police Station,

“It seems that the body
was dumped at the spot
after killing him in another
place. Identity of the youth
is yet to be known. We are
investigating,” he said.

Number of PEC
examinees reduced

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Compared to the previous years the district has seen a drastic
fall in number of examinees in Primary Education Completion
(PEC) tests for fifth graders this year which began across the

country yesterday.

According to District Primary Education Office (DPEO) in
Pirojpur as many as 17,884 students, 7840 male and 10044 female, in
seven upazilas of the district are scheduled to take the ongoing PEC
test this year whereas 19,599 examinees, 8925 male and 10674

female appeared last year.

Presence of female students, compared to male, has been increasing in
almost all the primary schools of the district for the last couple of years,

DPEQ sources said.

In terms of Ebtedayee examinations for madrasa students, a total of
3,988 examinees, 2326 male and 1662 female, are scheduled take the
equivalent examination this year which was 3,781, 2182 male and 1599

female, last year,

Meanwhile, a total of 445 PEC students and 569 Ebtedayee students were
absent on the first day of the examinations yesterday, Pirojpur DPEO

Mohammad Fozleh Rahman said.

Nigerian among
16 arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Members of Border Guard

Teenager hacked
dead in Sirajganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Bangladesh (BGB) detained
a Nigerian national and 15

Bangladeshi women and
children from Putkhali

border yesterday.

The arrests were made
when they were illegally
entering Bangladesh from
India through the border,
said Major Sohel Ahmed,
acting commanding officer
of BGB-21 Battalion.

The Nigerian is
Ekochiko Sidney, 38. The
Bangladeshis hail from
Gopalganj, Barishal and
Narail, said the major.

Meanwhile, the BGB
men in another drive

arrested two hundi traders
with Tk 5 lakh from the
border area.

Unidentified criminals hacked a teenage boy to death,
allegedly over previous enmity, beside a railway track in
Sirajganj Sadar upazila on Sunday night.

The 18-year-old victim, Monir Hossain Talukder, a bat-
tery-run auto-rickshaw driver, was son of Nazrul Islam
Talukder of Kalia Kandapara village in the upazila.

Criminals, in guise of passengers, hired Monir's auto-
rickshaw and were heading towards Kalia Haripur road,
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Sadar Police Station Mohammad
Daud said, adding that after traveling some distance, find-
ing the road empty, they hacked Monir indiscriminately
with sharp weapons around 8:30pm and fled the scene,
leaving him critically injured in the vehicle.

Hearing cry for help, local people rescued Monir and
took him to Sirajganj General Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries around 9:00pm.

In primary investigation, it seems that the boy might
have been killed over personal enmity,” the OC said, adding
that after conducting autopsy, Monir's body was handed
over to his family members.

[llegal coal factories i
demolished

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A mobile court here on Sunday demolished six illegal charcoal producing
factories in a drive in Mirzapur upazila.

Executive Magistrate Asgar Hossain, also assistant commissioner (land)
in Mirzapur, launched the drive at Rahimpur village under Gorai union in

the afternoon.

During the drive, the court also seized 300 sacks of coal from there.

The court, however, could not arrest anyone from the illegal coal factories.

Locally influential Tota Miah and Alhaj Miah had been producing coal
by burning timber in the factories illegally for long, harming the local envi-

ronment.

The mobile court drive was launched following media reports over the
issue, the executive magistrate told local journalists.

After the drive, the court also burnt a dredger machine which was used
for lifting sand illegally from Bonshai river in Jogir Kofa Kheya Ghat area of

Latifpur union, locals said.

However, the owner of the dredger Iman Ali managed to flee after sensing
the presence of the mobile court, they added.

Six illegal charcoal
producing factories
at Rahimpur village
in Mirzapur upazila
of Tangail were
demolished by a
mobile court on
Sunday. During the
drive, the court also
seized 300 sacks of
coal. Two influen-
tial people had
been producing
coal by burning
timber in the facto-
ries for long, harm-
ing the environ-
ment.
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Khaleda files appeal against HC verdict

FROM PAGE 16

Contacted, Anti-Corruption
Commission lawyer
Khurshid Alam Khan said
they would place arguments
before the top court, oppos-
ing Khaleda's plea during its
hearing.

On October 30, the HC
enhanced her five-yearjail term
that was handed down by a
lower courtin the graft case.

Considering Khaleda's
age and social status, the
special court on February 8
sentenced her to five years'
imprisonment. She landed
in old central jail on that day.

The five other accused in
the case, including her son
Tarique Rahman who is now
BNP's acting chairman, were
jailed for 10 years for misap-
propriating over Tk 2.1 crore
that had come from a for-
eign bank in grants for
orphans.

Meanwhile, the HC
yvesterday directed the gov-
ernment to provide proper
treatment to Khaleda, if
necessary, in line with the
recommendations from the
medical board formed by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University
(BSMMLI).

The bench of Justice
Sheikh Hassan Arif and
Justice Razik-Al-Jalil passed
the order after disposing of a
writ petition filed by the
BNP chief, challenging the
government decision to take
her back to jail from the
BSMMLI.

The BNP chief submitted
the petition on November
11, seeking an HC order on
the government to send her
to a specialised hospital.

Advocate A] Mohammad
Ali appeared for Khaleda,
while Additional Attorney
General Murad Reza repre-
sented the government.

Khaleda was admitted to
the BSMMU on October 6 as
per an earlier HC order and
taken back to prison on
November 8. She was pro-
duced before the special
court in old central jail in
the Niko graft case.

She was released from the
BSMMU after the medical
board formed for her treat-
ment gave her discharge
certificate, BSMMU Director
Brig Gen Abdullah Al Harun
said at that time.

Khaleda was also con-
victed in the Zia Charitable
Trust graft case and sen-
tenced to seven vyears'
imprisonment by the same
special court on October 29.

She appealed to the HC

on Sunday, challenging the
lower court verdict.
'KHALEDA CAN CONTEST
POLLS'
In another development,
BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir yesterday claimed
Khaleda could contest the
upcoming 11th parliamen-
tary election.

There is no scope for any
confusion about her partici-
pation in the polls, he said

while briefing reporters at
the BNP chief's Gulshan
office,

“What Awami League
leaders are saying does not
make any sense. She
[Khaleda] is still eligible for
participating in the election.
We believe that she can take
part in the election,” he told
journalists in reply to a
query.

The BNP leader alleged
that the Election
Commission was yet to
create a level-playing field
for all the political parties

ahead of the polls scheduled
to be held on December 30.

The government is creat-
ing a "negative situation”
instead of a level-playing
field, he added.

Creating a level-playing
field, releasing of the party's
chief and stopping of arbi-
trary arrests and filing of
cases against their leaders
and activists are among their
most important demands,
Fakhrul said.

Earlier in the day, Fakhrul
in a statement alleged that
police were arresting the
party's leaders who are
highly likely to win the
general election.

“After declaration of the
polls schedule, arbitrary
arrests and filing of cases
against unknown people
have increased,” he said.

“... Our popular leaders,
who have high chances of
winning the polls, are being
arrested and kept behind

bars,” Fakhrul claimed.

He alleged that it was all
part of the government's
technique for gaining politi-
cal advantage ahead of the
election.

“Police are threatening
our leaders over the phone
and seeking money from
them. This is ruining the
election atmosphere,”
Fakhrul said.

It is the duty of the EC to
create a level-playing field
and a congenial atmosphere
for polls, he added.
3G, 4G SERVICES
BLOCKED
A high official of Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission told
The Daily Star that all the
mobile phone operators
were instructed to block 3G
and 4G services on mobile

phones in and around
Khaleda's Gulshan office.

However, 2G service will
be active in the area, mean-
ing that mobile phones
there will receive internet
signal, but the internet
speed will be slow.

BNP standing committee
member Nazrul Islam Khan
said they faced difficulties in
talking to Tarique since
afternoon.

“Amid network problem,
we completed the interview
process for today [yester-
day],” hesaid.

The interview of party's
nomination seekers in the
upcoming general election
ended around 10:00pm.

25 sitting MPs

FROM PAGE 1

Hasina, also the chief of the
ALPB, presided over the
meeting at the Gono
Bhaban,

They did not disclose any
name.

Talking to The Daily
Star, the two members of
the ALPB said the Board
had almost finalised the
names of candidates in the
polls.

"Candidates in all the
constituencies, except eight
to 10, have been chosen,
The Board has given party
chief Sheikh Hasina the
responsibility to pick the
candidates in those constit-

uencies,” one of the leaders
said.
However, the party

would delay announcing
the names of all the candi-
dates due to “strategic rea-
sons”, said the leader, wish-
ing not to be named.

Replying to a query, the
leader said informal talks
over seat-sharing with Jatiya
Party were underway. “"More
talks will be held with Jatiya
Party soon to settle the
issue,” he added.

Govt seeks

FROM PAGE 16

Police filed the case against
him and produced him
before a Dhaka court the
following day. He was then
placed on a seven-day
remand.

His arrest and imprison-
ment sparked outrage and
condemnation at home and
abroad.
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