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An 8-yr-old's
agonising
day at court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eight-year-old Afsana,
along with her mother, was
waiting on a Dhaka court
premises to catch a glimpse
of her father Babul
Hawlader.

She scanned the faces of
the many people visiting
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court in
Dhaka since morning as
her father was supposed to
be produced before the
court after a three-day
remand.

She looked frustrated
after failing to find Babul.

Finally around 2:30pm,
prisoner transport vehicles
started entering the court
premises with the accused,
most of whom were
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on Tuesday.

Afsana, 8, breaks down
after her father gets on
the prison bus at CMM's
Court. He was picked up
by police from Malibagh
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Let kindness
ripple around

Facebook group “Pay it forward
Bangladesh” grows stronger

AMIR HASAN SHAHRIAR, Cig

tax zone.
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You don't pay back a favour; instead, you help someone else
who in turn favours another person -- this is the moto of
Facebook group "Pay It Forward Bangladesh”.

As the name suggests, people in this group help out
others not to get anything in return but to create a ripple
effect of kindness. “The recipient [of help] must also help
others as they overcome their crisis,” said Syed Mohammad
Abu Daud, the founder of the group.

Daud, popularly known as Badal Syed, joined the civil
Service in 1994 and now works as a commissioner for Sylhet

In 2001, Badal and some of his friends helped out an
eighth-grader Syed Mohammad Sadat who was struggling
to continue schooling due to financial constraints.

When assisting Sadat, Badal and his friends did not
imagine that this boy, who was on the verge of dropping
out, would not only graduate from the University of Dhaka,

DEATHS IN MOHAMMADPUR AL INFIGHTING

Jubo League leader
bailed hrs after arrest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

sons, said Jamal Uddin Mir, offi-

A Jubo League leader received bail
hours after he was picked up in
connection with the deaths of two
teenagers in Saturday's intraparty

feud in Mohammadpur.

Arifur Rahman Tuhin, convener
of Jubo League's Adabar Thana
unit, was arrested on Saturday
night in a case filed under section 304 of the
Penal Code by one of the deceased's father.

The case brought culpable homicide

charges accusing 20 to 25 unnamed per-

cer-in-charge of Mohammadpur
Police Station.

Meanwhile, families of both the
victims alleged that they were
offered compensation in order to
reach a compromise over the deaths.

Tuhin was produced before a

Dhaka court with a five-day
remand prayer yesterday. However,

Metropolitan Magistrate Debdas Chandra
Adhikary rejected the remand prayer and
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Arifur Rahman

YEMEN CONELICT
61 killed as
battle rages
for key port

AFP, Hodeida

At least 61 combatants have
been killed in intensified
clashes in Yemen's
flashpoint Hodeida, medics
and a military source said
yesterday, as street battles
entered residential areas
triggering fear for civilians.

Medics in the Red Sea
city reported 43 Huthi
rebels and nine loyalists
killed in clashes over the
past 24 hours, Another
nine loyalist fighters were
reported killed by medics
at a hospital in govern-
ment-held Mokha, south of
Hodeida. A government
military source confirmed
the toll.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Cat mummies found
in Egyptian tombs

P M T

CNN ONLINE

A mass cat cemetery and a collection of rare
mummified scarab beetles were discovered during
an archaeological excavation in Saqgara, Egypt,
the nation's antiquities ministry said Saturday.
Seven tombs were discovered during the archae-
ological mission, which started in April. They
included three tombs with dozens of cat mummies
that can be traced back to the fifth and sixth
dynasties thousands of years ago.
Four other tombs were found, including one
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

DIGITAL SECURITY ACT
It's an attack
on freedom

of expression
Says Amnesty Int'l

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The new Digital Security
Act (DSA) is an attack on
freedom of expression that
1s even more repressive
than the legislation it
replaced, Amnesty
International said in a new
briefing published yester-
day.

The briefing, titled
Muzzling Dissent Online,
warns that vague and overly
broad provisions of the
new law could be used to
intimidate and imprison
journalists and social
media users, silence dis-
sent, and carry out invasive
forms of surveillance.

“Instead of breaking
with the past, where the
[nformation Technology
Act was used to arrest at
least 1,200 people in
Bangladesh, this draconian
new law threatens to be
even more repressive,” said
Dinushika Dissanayake,
deputy South Asia director

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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