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Trainwreck

Asit Akbar to hit a century!

Popular singer Asif Akbar's career remains unwa-
vering, despite finding peak success many years
ago. The artiste continues to churn out one hit
song after another, and has recently embarked on
a new mission. He opens up about his projects, his

career goals and more.

SHAH ALAM SHAZU

What are you currently working on?

[ have been quite busy, I made a promise
that I would release 100 new songs this
year, and so far I've made 85, out of which
42 have been released. 1 will complete the
remaining 15 new singles by the end of
this year. I am not certain about the release
dates though.

With so many songs to work on, are you
worried about quality?

Quality is something [ will never compro-
mise on, as an artiste. Most of the music for

Is there a reason behind your sudden dab-
bling in folk music?

Folk touches the hearts of everyone who
performs and listens to it. I love folk music,
and it's a great pleasure to experiment with
new forms outside my repertoire. I plan to
travel to Sylhet soon to perform folk music
for fans there.

What is your stance on the music industry
today?

There is an increasing emergence of new
music, which is always a positive factor. |
do believe the music industry has made
giant strides in recent years, and its market-
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my tracks is composed by Torun Munshi,
You have also appeared as a model in many
music videos. Could you elaborate on that?
Music videos have been in high demand
than ever before, and it is very important
for an artiste to keep up with the times,
and stay relevant. My fans have expressed
to see me in music videos, and that is why I
do them. But most of all, it is something
that I enjoy doing.

ability is also improving.

You have been in the recording studio or
shooting sets every day. What sort of pres-
sure has this created on you?

Music is everything to me. I am so busy
recording or filming that I cannot make
time for social programmes. [ love what 1
do so much that I do not feel it is taking a
toll on me in any way. Next year, 1 plan to
be even busier.
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a Nulreco company
Job Advertisement: Commercial Leader, Bangladesh

Trouw Nutrition is
nutrition and fish fee

art of Nutreco, a global leader in animal
. We focus on the Q

uality, Innovation and

Sustainability. We are now looking for a dynamic leader in
Bangladesh and searching for a local Talent as Commercial Leader.
This position shall focus to grow the business (B2B, B2F), handle all
sales activities& marketing strategy. We prefer the candidate who
has background in Animal Husbandry or Veterinary Science, at least
10 - 15 years of experience in animal nutrition & animal health
industry, experience in premix, feed additives and farm products
sales/marketing. He/she should have managed a team and grown the
business considerably in his/her current career, a good command in
English 1s mandatory. Interesting candidates please apply for this job
by sending your CV to our HR : winita.sanoi@trouwnutrition.com
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Dan Cake presents The Legacy of Rock n'
Roll brought the musical extravaganza to
Dhaka's ICCB on Friday. Warfaze,
Aurthohin, Nemesis, Avoidrafa, Powersurge,
Savagery and Echoes rocked the venue,
much to the delight of the die-hard fans of
rock music. The Daily Star was the print

media partner for the event.
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Mitali Perkins on women
empowerment and 'Rickshaw Girl’

PRIYANKA CHOWDHURY

The conversation with Boston-based popular
children's author Mitali Perkins and journal-
ist Shuprova Tasneem at the Dhaka Lit Fest
2018 was enlightening and empowering. In
the panel discussion titled Rickshaw Girl,
Perkins talked about her writings and hopes.

Her book, Rickshaw Girl, has been trans-
lated to Bangla by Mehedi Hasan and pub-
lished by Myurpankhi. "This is the first time I
am seeing my name written in my mother
tongue!” exclaimed Perkins.

Rickshaw Girl is the story of Naima, a
Bangladeshi teenager living in rural areas of the
country with her family. She is frustrated that
unlike her best friend Saleem, she cannot help her
father drive his rickshaw because she is a girl, but
she bravely attempts to help her struggling family.

People, place and plot are the three key
elements Perkins bases her writings upon.
While talking about her inspirations she
mentioned that her father is an advocate of
female empowerment. “My father and I share
a special bond and it is often reflected in my
writings,” said Perkins. The book has been
published in several Asian languages.

Perkins prefers to portray the life of differ-
ent characters in her writings more than tell-
ing her own story. She shared a heart touch-
ing story of some girls in America who were
selling cakes to travel to India as they were
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

The daylong programme of the
Golden Jubilee of Udichi
Bangladesh and the 49th biannual
conference of the Barishal Unit was
held recently, calling to resist for-
eign cultural aggression and develop
native culture.

The programme was presided
over by Biswanath Das Munshi,
Barishal Unit President of Udichi
and inaugurated by Manabendra
Batobayel, former President and
Senior Cultural Activist. After the
inaugural session, a procession
marched on city roads and an

organisational session of the
programme was held.
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inspired after reading one of her books. She
spoke of her responsibility of writing for a
young audience. “I have the pleasure of shap-
ing children's hearts, and if important values
can be instilled in them from an early age, we
can hope to raise responsible individuals,”
said the author. She also expressed her appre-
ciation for the role of Bangladesh in women
empowerment. Giving example of the
microfinance model she said, “Bangladesh
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has the potential to be the next powerhouse
of women empowerment.”

The film adaptation of Rickshaw Girl,
directed by Amitabh Reza Chowdhury, will
soon hit the silver screen. Perkins believes
that with his finesse as a director, Chowdhury
will be able to tell a truly Bangladeshi story.
"My family and I are really excited about the
film which is set to start its shooting in
February,” she said.
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