Fvery Bengali girl worth her salt appreciates a classy Jamdani when she sees one;
some go the extra mile in buying one. A true sari lover is also quick to pick other

exquisite pieces, and fully appreciate the fruit of love on the weaver's part. She
\ ll understands the nuances that makes it elegant — the selection of thread, the
abundant use of dyes, intricacy of the lavish embroidery, and the finish to perfec-

BRI ((On. Every aspect is key in the valuation, and once you are conscious of these
SIREANN  nuances, a connoisseur is in the making
.
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‘COLLECTING' IS JUST A STEP FURTHER!

It would be wrong to assume that every woman
is comfortable in a sari. A garb often taken for
granted in everyday life, the sari remains the
choice over the little black dress for most
Bangladeshi femmes. Popular stars have chroni-
cled the ever-changing facet of the sari; from
minimalist cottons, to lavish silks, shimmering,
heavy-duty embroidery bejewelled pieces, or
opulent translucent net pieces. Openly partial to
this stitch-less piece of fabric, they successfully
create a formidable identity by wearing it.

Think beyond tradition, think beyond your
grandma!

Do you see how easy it is; superlatively easy
to just slip into the right sari. So effortlessly
simple to create that traditional persona, or flirt
with the in your face avatar to satiate the alter
ego.

A sari can be sensuous without being raw;
showy but iconic. Any sari can be refashioned to
one's daily needs. It is astonishing that there are
perhaps as many draping styles as there are sari

variants. Street smart fashionistas who just want
to be the centre of almost everything, or a lady
who chooses to leave the panache, the ostenta-
tion, even as they leave the hall — the sari has
something for everyone.

Ideally, there should not be any bias in fash-

piece — at least a page.

A collector may keep and wear taant simply
because of its comfort factor, but she collects
them solely for their versatility. With time, her
assembly of taant may grow, and thus, she can
simply turn the page into a lucid chapter.

While she may buy taants online for every day
wear, her finest handloom pieces are hand-
picked, each connected by a story — not neces-
sarily a historical account, but perhaps a per-
sonal one.

If she does pick powered looms, it is to tell the
ever changing image of the sari — not necessar-
ily to promote the capitalist grip on rural artisans
and their masterful craft.

Now, think Chanderi, Kosa, Kanchipuram —
all being magnificent use of the best available
silk yarns, and each being iconic symbols of
finest craftsmanship. We are quick to pick the silk
connection with the Kanchipuram, but how
many are aware that the beauty of the 'heaviest
silk known' is attributed to the river that flows by
Kanchipuram city. Yet, how many confuse silk
with modern day chiffons and Georgettes, even
when they turn heads wearing them?

A sari aficionado may not understand the link,
and possibly it has been lost, but even signature
Garas seem strikingly similar to the florals, wild
prints, and polka dots of these days. What we see

her own parameters.

It was in the '50s that famed designer
Valentino gave the traditional sari its first west-
ern twist, and the sari dress was born. Today,
Hermeés store in India sell exclusive line of saris.
One may choose to wait 20 years, or pick one
now. But one does not need to own a Hermes to
appreciate its beauty, and appreciate that as far
as the sari is concerned, we are witnessing his-
tory in the making.

For a collector, there are no set rules. One
does not need a degree in sericulture to appreci-
ate the difference between the Muga and the
Eri, or understand the botany behind the differ-
ence between Tangail handloom and the myth-
like Muslin, all in cotton.

Just like all lessons for life, the same are true
for the sari collector. Be what you are, wear what
you feel does justice to you, and your inner
being.

Collect prints? By all means, but only if it
appeals to you.

Be patriotic, or choose to be cosmopolitan —
it is for you to decide.

The best thing about being a collector of saris
is that once in a while, you get to wear them and
exude grace, panache, and of course, some sex-

appeal.

By Mannan Mashhur Zarif
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for themselves.

A collector treats a Jamdani, a piece of Pabna
beethi, or a Cumilla khaadi with equal enthusi-
asm, but her weakness for Banarasis may be well
justified. The rule of thumb of collecting is that
every wardrobe has to tell a story, and each

confluence of methods it has been! Today, they
have a place in every sari fan's trousseau.

Now, why keep it? To chronicle history
maybe... or simply because of intricacy of the
embroidery, or the stitching technique, or plain
love for pastoral motifs — each collector defines




