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If, in the course of your daily rounds, you see people with
serene, smiling faces enjoying a cup of coffee and a dough-
nut in one of our many coffee shops, in the middle of a
weekday morning, or sitting in deep chairs at a club, read-
ing the papers, or eating ice cream near a swimming pool,
you will know that they are RETIRED, or SEMI-RETIRED.

They are the lucky folk who have fulfilled their obliga-
tions to society, family, and career, and have been suc-
cessfully promoted to the first class of life.

The house loan has been paid off, and there are no
more children's school or college fees to be dealt with.
The kids have graduated and become working class, as
doctors, teachers or musicians, or even business class, as
millionaire businessmen/tycoons. They will now follow in
their parents' footsteps and come to know the 'joys' of
working eighteen-hour days, and, if they have gotten
married, the exhaustion of staying up at night with sick
babies, and paying all their own large bills.

In the meantime, you retirees can finally do all the
things you wanted on your bucket list. You can continue
working as retired person emeritus, and keep your own
hours at the office, or you can be absolutely free; the
freedom to go wherever you want, whenever you want,
to any place of your choosing. You can spend long hours
swimming, sunning, visiting tourist spots, or even going
to an ashram to meditate.

Or, you can just stay home, and simply read all the
books that you could never manage to find time for while
you were working, or listen to all the music you ever
wanted to spend hours with, but never could. You can
even learn to play a musical instrument or begin playing
bridge.

If you are fortunate enough to have grandchildren, you
will have the joy of hearing the laughter of children again
in a home that had gone silent, and every room will, once
again, be littered with kiddie paraphernalia and toys
underfoot.

Of course, there will be trips to the doctor, as ills, pills
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We spend a big portion of our day at our workplace.
Dealing with clients, cracking deals, and presenting ideas
are just a few to name among the ocean of work that we
get done each day. However, the mistakes that we often
make in the workplace might not always have to be work
related. So let's take a look at the most common work-
place mistakes we should avoid:

1.Not preparing for meetings: In every organisation,
meetings are essential. However, you should not just be
present in a meeting without knowing anything about
the company or the person. And please do not ask for a
pen or paper from the person you have a meeting with.
That just shows your carelessness.

2.Forgetting to follow up: Just finishing a meeting does
not mark the end of the project. Following up with impor-
tant clients is necessary, because it can convert leads into
closed deals. Also, keeping meeting minutes during the
meeting and sending them to all the attendees will show
your drive for your work.

3.Playing the blame game: Many of us have the habit
of putting the blame on others. When something from
their end is not done, they blame the circumstances or
someone else from the team to get away with their
mistakes.

4.Taking too long at lunch breaks: It is understandable

Frst Class People

and doctors are part and parcel of first class life. Your first
class doctor will almost certainly advise you to give up
roshmalai and shondesh. He may even ask you to limit
the portions of your beloved biryani, and to go for walks,
instead of watching endless games of cricket on TV.
Whatever the scenario, you will not be alone. In the
Cheers TV series, the lyrics spoke of the comfort of being
in a place where everybody knows your name. Dhaka is
that place for all of us. Everywhere you go, you will see
familiar faces, at the doctor's, at social gatherings, and in
the coffee shop. Your contemporaries, and even those

friends younger than you will enjoy sharing the wisdom
of all those years of experience in the working world.

Even when you go for your daily walk in the evening,
the park will be full of people you know, doing the same
several miles as you, and you can exchange greetings and
gossip as you do your rounds. As a pleasant and sensible
bonus, there is a booth in the park where a young man
will take your blood pressure and give you a sugar check
after you have finished your exercises

What more could a first-class person want?
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Workplace Mistakes to Avoid

that we all need a break to re-energise ourselves at work.
But taking a two-hour lunch break every other day can-
not be justified. It might lead to staying way past your
work hour to balance out the timings. So make sure your
lunch hour is not more than what is actually needed to
finish your meal.

5.Exploiting company utilities: Many organisations
provide utilities such as mobile allowance and car ser-
vices to their employees for a smoother work environ-
ment. But sometimes, people start taking advantage of
these office utilities for their personal use and benefit. Of
course, once in a while, using these facilities for your
personal need is acceptable. But using a company car to,
for example, pick up your kids from school every day, is
not a good practice.

6.0ver or under dressing: This is one point that is very
tricky. Not dressing for the occasion is something that
many of us suffer from. Going to your office with a full
face of heavy make-up is not ideal, and neither is wearing
your washroom sandals to an office meeting. Try to find a
balance.

These mistakes may look very small, but most times,
these are the mistakes that keep you squarely stuck in the
same cubicle. So make sure you are not guilty of any of
these mistakes and see your career bloom.
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