SONY SIX

Pakistan v Australia
Third T20I
Live from 10:00pm

STAR SPORTS SELECT 1
English Premier League
Crystal Palace v Arsenal
Live from 7:30pm

Man United v Everton

STAR SPORTS SELECT 2

English Premier League
Burnley v Chelsea
Live from 7:30pm

TEN 1
Serie A

Genoa v Udinese
Live from 8:00pm

Live from 1:30am (Monday)

TEN 2
laliga

Barcelona v Real Madrid

Federation Cup
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Abahani v Muktijoddha

Foreigners reign in

Live from 10:00pm

Time: 3:15pm
Saif 5C v Team BIMC

season opener

SPORTS REPORTER
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Last year's beaten finalists

WALTON Chittagong Abahani made
ey OB a winning start in the
& Premier Bank

Walton Federation Cup,
beating Rahmatganj MFS 3-0 in the opening
group A fixture at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium as the football season got underway
after an eight-month gap.

The first game of the season vindicated the
expectation that this year's domestic football
will be dominated by the foreigners even
more than before as
all three goals for
Chittagong Abahani
came through their
African recruits --
Gambian forward
Momodou Bah and Nigerians Magalan
Awala and Mufta Lawal. Local forward
Rakibul Islam scored the only goal for the
Old Dhaka outfit.

The win helped Chittagong Abahani take
a step towards the quarter-finals as they need
only a draw in their last Group A fixture
against Arambagh KS on November 2 to
secure a last-eight berth.

The port city side broke the deadlock in
the 35th minute when Bah dinked the

(TG ABAHANI 3

BAH 35, AWALA 72,
LAWAL 76

= 1 RAHMATGAN

advancing Rahmatganj goalkeeper Titumir
Chowdhury following a long ball from
Kyrgyz defender Daniel Nil Armah.

The Old Dhaka outfit, however, hit back
12 minutes after the restart, with substitute
right-winger Rakibul finding the back of the
net after receiving a neat through-pass from
Faisal Ahmed from the left.

Awala was unlucky not to restore
Chittagong Abahani’s lead in the 62nd min-
ute when his powerful free-kick from 30
yards hit the woodwork.

However, the
Nigerian made no
mistake 10 minutes
later when he
received a cut-back
from Bah, darted into
the right corner of the
box before placing the ball home past
Titumir.

Defender Lawal then sealed Chattogram
Abahani's victory, heading home a corner
from Monayem Khan Raju four minutes later.

Defending champions Abahani will begin
their campaign today with the match against
Muktijoddha Sangshad before Saif Sporting
Club take on Team BJMC in the day's second
match.

RAKIBUL 57

Chittagong Abahani forward Momodou Bah (R) tries to get the better off a tackle from
a Rahmatganj defender during the opening match of the Walton Federation Cup at the

Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

SHORTCORNER

Ronaldo brace overcome Empoli
Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice, the first a penalty
and the second a booming long-range shot, to
give Juventus a 2-1 win at Empoli in Serie A on
Saturday.

Promoted Empoli stunned the visitors with a
Francesco Caputo goal -- the first time Juve had
trailed at halftime this season.

But the champions turned the match around
after the break as Ronaldo took his league tally to
seven and left his side top with 28 points out of a
possible 30.

Warner walks off due to sledging

David Warner scored his second century of the NSW
Premier Cricket season on Saturday, but his knock
was overshadowed by a sledging incident that saw
him walk off the field in protest.

Warner made 157 for Randwick-Petersham
against Western Suburbs at Pratten Park, but on 35
the left-hander departed the field after taking issue
with a sledge directed his way.

After spending a few moments off the ground,
Warner walked back out to the middle to continue.

TDS win sans sole
Much like the Bangladesh team did recently, The
Daily Star cricket team overcame the absence of their
best player and trounced ATN News in their Step-
BSJC Media Cup opening match at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium outer stadium yesterday.

The tournament, known informally as 'Bad

Fielding Expo 2018', was declared open in the
morning by Railway Minister Mujjbul Haque before
The Daily Star took the field in the six-a-side, six-
over match after squeezing into their ill-fitting
jerseys. Former professional cricketer Mazhar Uddin
sat out the match because he was on the infinitely
less important assignment of covering
Bangladesh's 3-0 whitewash of Zimbabwe.

Skipper and wicketkeeper-batsman Fazlur
Rahman hit a fluent fifty, but Toufiqul Islam stole
the show when, in the second over, he lost the sole
of his left shoe. He kept batting and along with
Fazlur scored a lion's share of Star's total of 85 for
three. In reply, ATN News could score just 53 before
they were bowled out by a bowling unit which,
remarkably, did not concede too many wides.

Star will continue their inexorable march to the
trophy when they take on Gazi Tv on October 31.If
Mazhar has his priorities straight, he is likely to
return. Kaler Kantho, Channel |, Bangladesh
Pratidin, Manab Zamin and SA TV also won their
matches yesterday.

Stephens sets up Svitolina final
A gutsy Sloane Stephens recovered from early
embarrassment to storm past Karolina Pliskova on
Saturday, setting up a mouth-watering WTA Finals
decider against in-form Elina Svitolina.

The former US Open champion triumphed on
Saturday against an inconsistent Pliskova 0-6, 6-4,
6-1in one hour and 55 minutes in Singapore.

U-19 women look

Time: 5:15pm
Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium

Bundesliga

Werder Bremen v Leverkusen
Live from 11:00pm
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A less-than-ecstatic Siddikur Rahman bumps fists with his caddie during the third round of the Panasonic Open India

at the Delhi Golf Club yesterday.

AC Milan v Sampdoria
Live from 11:00pm
Napoli v AS Roma

|

Live from 9:15pm

PHOTO:
COLLECTED

Siddikur within touching
distance again

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's premier golfer
Siddikur Rahman stayed in
contention for his third Asian
Tour title as he retained the top
spot in the Panasonic Open
India at the end of the third day
yesterday.

The two-time winner, who
has not won in the continent's premier tour for
the last five years, exchanged four birdies for two
bogeys yesterday at his favourite golf course,
where he had won his second tour title.

However, having racked up 67 and 66 in the
opening two rounds, Siddikur was a bit sedate
yesterday as he managed a 70 only, however, the
two other players in the leading flight also failed
to match their performances from the previous
rounds.

aggregate of 13-under-par (203 ), and was joined
there by a red-hot Khalin Joshi, who fired nine
birdies against a single bogey at his home
course., A stroke behind was another Indian,
Ajitesh Sandhu, while a further stroke back was
overnight leader Suradit Yongcharoenchai of
Thailand.

Siddikur got off to a fast start with three
straight birdies before dropping two bogeys on
the fourth and ninth hole to turn in 35. He
regained a shot on the 11th hole to remain one
shot ahead of the chasing pack before Joshi
joined him with a flurry of birdies.

After having endured a wretched run of
form, the Bangladeshi golfer looks like he is
hitting his best form in Delhi and he would
desperately want to end as a winner here, not
only to break his long draught but also to sal-
vage his Asian Tour fortune. Placed 97th on the
money list, Siddikur needs a strong showing to

the top-60 by the end of the season to keep his
Asian Tour card for 2019.

However, the 33-year-old did not let those
emotions surface when he talked to
Asiantour.com after the day's play. “One more
day to enjoy out there so 1 am really looking
forward to it. It's good that [ played in the leader
group today. It's been some time since I last
played in the leader group. I think I have over-
come the nerves today already so [ should be fine
for tomorrow, " Siddikur said.

Having come close to winning on many
occasions at this very golf course but manag-
ing to cash in on only one of those previously,
Siddikur is not putting himself under the
undue weight of expectation. He was relaxed
as he said, “There won't be anything excep-
tional tomorrow. Everything will be the same.
I will head back to the hotel later, freshen up,
get a good sleep tonight and come back

Siddikur though, stayed at the top with an

boost his rankings and hopefully break into

tomorrow!”

- -
: "":'Jt"“
-
+ BE T
L

w
-
-

A hero during some of Real Madrid's biggest moments,
Gareth Bale (L) will need to step up if Los Blancos are to
get one over archrivals Barcelona in today's Clasico at

the Gamp Nou. PHOTO: COLLECTED

AFP, Barcelona

‘. Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde
@‘ has warned his team to beware a
‘ 4 "wounded" Real Madrid side as
e the hosts head into Sunday's
LaLiga ciasico at the Camp Nou without
the injured Lionel Messi.

"We know what Madrid are like, they are
more dangerous when they are wounded,”
said Valverde at a press conference on the
eve of the game,

His opposite number Julen Lopetegui is
under enormous pressure ahead of the
match, with Real having taken just one
point from their last four games in La Liga.

Madrid ended a five-match winless run in
all competitions by beating Viktoria Plzen 2-
1 in the Champions League in midweek, but
that unconvincing performance may have
only delayed the inevitable for Lopetegui.

Defeat at the Camp Nou and Real would
be seven points behind their great rivals at
the top of the table. Conversely, a win may
just buy Lopetegui some time, and
Barcelona do come into the game without
Messi, who broke his arm last week.

- Wounded Madrid more
! dangerous: Valverde

The (lasico existed before
[Ronaldo and Messi]. The Clasico
has always been the (Clasico, and

there were even flying piglets.
There has always been tension.

ERNESTO VALVERDE
BARCELONA COACH

Valverde has not forgotten the promise the
European champions showed when they
took 13 points from 15 to start the season.

"There were moments at the start of the
season when Madrid were brilliant in posses-
sion and in terms of the pressure they put
teams under,” he warned. "They are on a bad
run, but they have enough to overcome these
things, just as we do with the absence of Messi."

It will be the first Clasico without either
Messi or Cristiano Ronaldo since 2007.

"Cristiano was an important player, but
we all need to look forward, that is what we
are doing and I imagine that is what Madrid
are doing," added Valverde.

Mushfiqur on the agenda

On the occasion of
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to salvage pride

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh will look to salvage some pride
when they take on hosts Tajikistan in their
final group match of the AFC U-19 Women's
Championship Qualifiers at the in Dushanbe today.

Having seen their hopes of qualifying for the second
round extinguished following successive defeats -- 7-0
against South Korea and 2-0 against Chinese Taipei --
Golam Rabbani Choton's charges will hope to end this
underperforming campaign with a win and avoid the
wooden spoon. Tajikistan, too, have lost both their matches
and conceded 10 goals and are bottom of the group on goal
difference.

A draw would technically see Bangladesh finish third in
the four-team group, but they will want to end with a victory
for a morale boost ahead of their upcoming assignments.

Bangladesh will be boosted by the return of forward
Krishna Rani Sarker, who missed the first two matches
through suspension while defender Masura Parvin will

again miss out due to her injury.
The match will get underway at 4:00pm Bangladesh time,

BPL players' draft today

SPORTS REPORTER

g Bangladesh wicketkeeper-
“?Pw batsman Mushfiqur Rahim
/ will be up for grabs at the

Bangladesh Premier League
(BPL) players' draft, which will be held at
the Radisson Blu Water Garden today.

The draft will be televised on GTV from
12:00pm.

The Rajshahi Kings opted to release
Mushfiqur after his relatively poor perfor-
mances in the past season, when he aver-
aged 15.50 over 11 innings.

However, the batsman burst into life at
the Asia Cup earlier this year and powered
Bangladesh to wins with a 144 against Sri
Lanka followed by a 99-run knock against
Pakistan.

Given his recent form, it would be no
surprise to see him as the biggest draw at the

_ draft.

However, with slots for four overseas
players in the starting eleven, there are
plenty of other talents to look out for as
well.

Shahid Afridi, one of only three A+ grade
foreigners, will be available. The other A+
plavers are South Africa's leg-spinner Imran
Tahir and hard-hitting West Indies opener
Evin Lewis.

Pakistan's Mohammad Hafeez,
Misbahul Hag and Mohammad Abbas, who
blitzed Australia in the recent Tests, are also
part of the draft but their availability is
unconfirmed.

Sri Lanka's Thisara Perera and Lasith
Malina will also feature alongside West
Indies' Darren Bravo

Meanwhile, the Sylhet Sixers on Saturday
confirmed that they had signed Australia's
David Warner, who was handed a one-year
international cricket ban after the ball tam-
pering fiasco against South Africa in March.
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Welcome To
DESTINATION
BANGLADESH
FAIR 2018

EB'EE OCTOBER 2018

Gate open
28 October at 3:00PM-8:00PM
29 October at 10:00AM-8:00PM

9BICC

BANGABANDHU INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE CENTER

B60th Anniversary

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
is organising an International Conference

DESTINATION BANGLADESH

Gateway to Growth and Investment




