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Cultural personalities including Kamal Lohani and Syed Hasan Imam hoist the national flag at Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka yesterday during
the 50th anniversary celebrations of Bangladesh Udichi Shilpigoshthi, a prominent cultural organisation.
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{ A bold role in generating

social awareness

Udichi turns 50

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Udichi Shilpigoshthi, one of
the leading cultural organisations of the
country, celebrated its golden jubilee yester-
day.

On the occasion, the organisation
arranged a programme at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the capital.

The three-day cultural programme
started with a rally, theatre performance,
dance and so on.

A discussion was held prior to the cul-
tural programme. Discussants reflected on
Udichi's role in the national movements
and its impact on the society over the span
of five decades.

The speakers were of the view that the
cultural organisation has been relentlessly
working to generate social awareness.

The organisation is dedicated to work for
the oppressed, they said at the programme
organised by Udichi.

Cultural Affairs Minister Asaduzzaman
Noor said we want to ensure a modern and
free-thinking society. Udichi can play an

important role to make that possible.

He further mentioned several cultural
activists of Udichi are working across the
country.

The government is providing its support
to strengthen them and will continue in
future.

President of Udichi's central unit,
Professor Dr Safiuddin Ahmad; former
president of Udichi and cultural person-
ality, Kamal Lohani; former lawmaker
Prof Panna Kaisar, and cultural personal-
ity Syed Hasan Imam attended the
programme.,

With the theme, “Udichi't Suborno
Jayanti: Adhar Brintey Agun Jalo, Amra
Juddho, Amra Alo”, the cultural organisa-
tion will hold another programme at the
Shilpakala Academy today.

Udichi Shilpigoshthi was founded by
writers Satyen Sen and Ranesh Das Gupta
along with numerous youths in 1968, and
through 1971 it operated a cultural campaign.

In 2013, the organisation was awarded
the Ekushey Padak, the country's most
prestigious award.

PANCHAGARH ACCIDENT

Probe body
formed

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

A probe committee has
been formed over Friday's
road accident in Panchagarh
Sadar upazila that left 10

Gonoshasthaya students
seek justice

Police continue denying receiving complaint
against attack

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar students?”

Pranto wanted

FROM PAGE 3
“We will form a human

chain today, demanding
justice for Pranto.”

The university students
sought compensation for
the victim's family.

After passing SSC exam,
Pranto was admitted to
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people, including two
women and two children,
dead and 15 others injured.

The accident happened
on Panchagarh-
Banglabandha highway at
Dashmile Bazar around
7:30pm when a Panchagarh-
bound electric poles-laden
truck hit a bus coming from
the opposite direction.

All the victims were bus
passengers. The accident
turned fatal as the poles
penetrated into the bus and
badly damaged it, said
police, adding that while
trying to overtake a bus
parked alongside the road,
the truck changed the lane
and hit the oncoming bus.

The same night,
Panchagarh Deputy
Commissioner Sabina
Yasmin formed the five-
member committee after
visiting the spot.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Students of Gonoshasthaya Kendra in Savar
which was attacked by vandals on Friday
formed a human chain yesterday demand-
ing punishment for the attackers.

Around 1,000 students took part in the
protest on Gono University campus. They
shouted slogans demanding the highest
punishment for the attackers who also
harassed female students while running a
rampage on a building of Gonoshasthaya
Kendra.

Khadiza Akther Shetu, treasurer of Gono
University's student parliament, said, "We
demanded the highest punishment for the
attackers who beat up Limon Hossain (a
victim of Rab shooting), abused female
students, and vandalised our PHA Bhaban.”

“If police don't take action against the
attackers, we will go for tough protest,” she
said.

Delowar Hossain, registrar of Gono
University, said, "The court will deal with
the land-related case (filed against
Gonoshasthaya Kendra founder Dr
Zafrullah Chowdhury). What is the role of
students here? Why did they attack our

Meanwhile, Krishak Sramik Janata
League President Abdul Kader Siddique and
his party members visited Gonoshasthaya
Kendra yesterday and talked to the victims.

He strongly condemned the attack and
assured them of taking the matter to "higher
authorities”. Kader also wvisited Limon,
whose right hand was fractured in the
attack, at the surgery ward of
Gonoshasthaya Hospital. Talking to jour-
nalists, Kader said the criminals must get the
highest punishment for this heinous act.

On Friday morning, around 100 attack-
ers, led by those who recently filed cases
against Dr Zafrullah, entered PHA Bhaban and
started breaking the windows, taking away
computers, TVs, and CCIV cameras. They
hurled abuse at female staff and tried to break
into a dormitory of female students. The
attackers also hung a banner reading, "Cotton
Textile Crafts Ltd" in front of PHA Bhaban.

Since October 15, five cases have been
lodged against Zafrullah, accusing him of
land grabbing, extortion and stealing fish
and fruits from locals.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Reserve seats in parliament
for indigenous women

Speakers urge govt at BIWN conference

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Residential Model
College, said the family.
Pranto, from Meherpur,
left behind his parents and
two sisters. His father is a
government employee and
mother, a housewife, said
his uncle Aftab Ali Khan.
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To ensure rights of indigenous women,
their representation in national parlia-
ment and local government institu-
tions is vital, said speakers at a confer-
ence yesterday.

Also, there should be some reserved
seats for them in parliament and local
government bodies, they added. The
speakers also called upon the govern-
ment to play a pro-active role in this
regard.

They were speaking at the fourth
national conference of Bangladesh
Indigenous Women Network (BIWN) -
- National Indigenous Women
Conference 2018 -- at CBCB centre on
Asad Avenue, Dhaka.

BIWN organised the two-day con-
ference with support from Kapaeeng
Foundation, Manusher Jonno
Foundation (MJF) and International
Indigenous Women's Forum.

BIWN also placed a 12-point rec-

ommendation, urging the government
to take stern steps in stopping violence
against indigenous women and chil-
dren, formulate a cell in this regard so
that it can report to Parliamentary
Caucus on Indigenous Affairs and
train women to enhance their leader-
ship skills.

Speaking as chief guest, rights activ-
ist Advocate Sultana Kamal said in
Chittagong Hill Tracts, indigenous
people used to be the majority, but
they were made minority through a
“process”.

“In other countries, indigenous
people are not minorities, they are the
majority. It's wrong to call them ethnic
minority. Such a wrong title should
not be in the constitution, " she added.

Inaugurating the programme,
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad President
Ayesha Khanam said the government
must ensure women's rights. She urged
women to be more vocal about sexual
harassments.

Jatiya Adivasi Parishad President
Rabindranath Soren said there is no
reserved seat for indigenous people in
the parliament, let alone indigenous
women.

Bangladesh Adivasi Forum General
Secretary Sanjeeb Drong said indige-
nous women face discrimination on
different levels -- for being an indige-
nous woman, for being a woman and
for beingindigenous.

BIWN Convener Minu Maria Mrong
said violence against women, espe-
cially the indigenous ones, are taking
place everywhere.

MJF Senior Programme Manager
Evelina Chakma said safety remains a
major concern for any indigenous girl.
Also, most of them do not pursue
higher education due to familial
responsibilities, she added.

Kapaeeng Foundation Executive
Director Pallab Chakma also spoke at
the programme,
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From left, Pallab Chakma, Rabindranath Soren, Minu Maria Mrong, Ayesha Khanam, Sultana Kamal and Sanjeeb

Drong at National Indigenous Women Conference in Dhaka yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

EapE AT 1 SITIRCAR G | o7 AT | AT (@O (YOTITT) '8 Ty
e A TToA GER I
oy | =facrE= (Gife) ee od & | IEISA-5,20,000 BT, (G-
3,5¢,3¢0 BIFT ¥ae
(Rrwrs Ressmo/ ARG Rl oA e A qﬁj:ﬁm
siferedri=/afae/ Trefey/wiEs e o = o)
o | #fAsEs (e € =d) ¢G o) f6 | TAEEA-3,20,000 B, (G-
5,5¢,2¢0 BIFl T2 Giefaag
(s ey, foomafaeam, g 31 9 g Wﬂmml
q Treteied foil/Fa/fFrava)
oo | FICET awifert (wEf6) ¢o o) & | SEaea-5,20,000 51, CIIG-
35 Bil
(fa=m: sf1et fRmm e 2fefmfae @ Tros fef) W’ &:Mumgmw
08 | PRI FEEF ((T (T Q9T TT0F 6 TIOlFaa ¢o o> 6 | TEEA-5,50,000 B!, (AIB-
ofe) 3,99,d00 B |
o | wgre: (eame Reeie, feoTaiareet, Sagr@i, ¢o 08 | YeICA®H-3,50,000 BIFI, (NIG-
wdAife, sifarearm/afas, el =iE) 3,99,500 BT |
ob | Abq (616 CEbit, PraNg a7 f7ra) ¢o osb | TERen-5¢,000 GBI, GHIG-
5.@25,2¢0 5 |
0q | wEwArt wdere: (aws Sreites waa) 8¢ ox 6 | T@e-ve,000 51, G-
2,99, 900 BIT |
ob | RS wHprAE: (FaEws S Sgw) ¢ o3 6 | TMASH-bo,000 TR,  GIB-
»8,900 BIFT |
ob | EE@E@E (ﬂrt@%w eS8 TTErhEd ﬁ) 93 osf6 TEAISH-80,000 BIl, CNIG-
9,500 BIF |
So | TR ABA 3 o> | Teaes-9¢,000 BIT, CN1G-
¢¢,800 B |
SR o3 o3 B | TM@e-3v,000 B4, TG-3b, 00
BT |
33 | oIS B (SqIE NGETE BT o o5 6 | FIaea-53,000 BI, (NI5-15,900
GBI |
RICIEGIF
(s) e el o, Frow s S, SIS AW, T8 ¢ gl B, s e, w01 (3 WEHE, 205y Sif),

sreret, e (o, frwTe @rirer ¢ wfewer faaaeme Renzfius v et3a=26 (www.bicm.ac.bd/about/career)
Z[E ARS SIAWH 0 T (ONESF FFAYE NEHA2E '8 IO WiereT qde Fwog TR SReEie/samE Fid
(TS, I TABHLEE & G IF6 (RerEfHaT), o8 corormT @re, f[ferensf trea (y9-84 w&l) 5i%-

Y000 IFRT T 3 TSR, 205 SifFTes Ty (27 F90e TJ |

(3) AU @ orEde FAFE] FEe Ao A FEETe @PTerT o1 AN S, WA @ s, ofew)
AACHAG AZTEE &7, Fifae Faweia, sfewsels swaeg (eey oFm) |

(9)  STAATEA AT ToAT T AT o7 A 2 BTgre AFTS T |

(8)  TTPIE, S-S, W/, ANGHIFTS S SrEfaae endivns TR FSATHA TGO S S0 A |

(@) I @ Fmee ore 1oy R 1@ 393 ang AR T $F 6T ARG TR Aefe
e, Sefmm i eivere/f vfivem a9 awe ARt «3 affr Tenfie i, wfEe Ifewms
GeTSIATAT ere=id Wifde $a0e 24 |

(v) @O/ SaTeg @ I ferae qifee e 16y 20T |

(q)  RACE FTFISIAR T FICAA S S WETCoTr JoTef el F0e 20 |

(b)  (HCICR ow TR R @9 SfRiEe o erarey ffaRe S w9 209 |

(») AR sAw/rFeRIes o (997 Fuet It (e oret (Buy/fEw) et F=t 2T =1 |

(so) FEAT AT M I T TP AGTA I | ST FeFE Sifererge AI¥mia @S == (enarey v=) ¢
G AT ST e R 39 29 |

(33)

Praes pole A Ty XA |

fezaer seere ooy fA2figy @9 e ARG (www.bicm.ac.bd) @ =rear 1T | [t e fqar 2ARehEne

G: FPrargE 27y
Tof- “/fasrers
et RGBT wg FhfbE TS




