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'PLOTTING SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY'
26 Jamaat activists

arrested from Cox's
Bazar, Barishal, Ctg

STAR REPORT

Around 26 leaders and activists of Jamaat-e-Islami were
arrested on charges of plotting subversive activities, vandal-
ism and anarchy in Cox's Bazar, Barishal and Chattogram
yesterday, according to reports from our correspondents.

In Cox's Bazar, Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested
some 17 leaders and activists of Jamaat from a hotel in the
town.

Rab said they were holding a clandestine meeting to plot
subversive activities.

The arrests were made acting on a tip-off, said Maj
Mehedi Hasan, a company commander of the elite force.

In Barishal, police arrested six leaders of the party at
“Mahila Model Madrasa” on Nabogram road in the city, for
allegedly committing the same offence.

Some jihadi books were also seized from their posses-
sion, said police.

Nurul Islam, officer-in-charge of Kotwali Police Station,
told The Daily Star that the arrestees were gathering at the
place from different districts -- including Satkhira, Bhola,
Patuakhali, Jhalakathi and Barishal.

The arrestees include Fazlul Karim, 63, ameer of Bhola
district unit of the party; Abdul Hye, 55, Patuakhlai munici-
pality ameer; and Kamrul Islam Khan, 46, former ameer of
Gournadi upazila.

They were planning to create an obstacle to the next
general election, said the OC.

Meanwhile in Chattogram, police arrested three Jamaat
leaders from different places in the city's Bakalia area
yesterday:.

The three are -- Ahsan Ullah, nayeb-e-ameer of the city unit
of Jamaat; Shahab Uddin, central rukan of the party, and
Asadullah, vice-president of East Bakalia ward unit, said
police.

They are accused of several cases filed with Bakalia Police
Station in connection with vandalism and anarchy, said
Officer-in-Charge of the station Pranab Chowdhury.
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Weather may remain dry with temporary partly cloudy sky tll 6:00pm today, reports UNB quoting

tomorrow at6:02am.

Met Office. Country's highest temperature 33.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday in Madaripur
and lowest 15.8 degree in Tetulla. The sun sets in the capital today at 5:23pm and rises

A three-month wait that didn't

end in three decades
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812 families living in misery at Babuchhara Guchchhagram

TAWFIQUE AL, back from Khagracchari

Nasima Begum's three-month
wait for returning to her home-
stead did not end in three decades
leaving her with an abject life at a
temporary cluster housing that
best resembles a refugee camp.

Like hers, authorities relocated
a total of 812 families from their
homesteads in Sonamia Tila of
Khagrachhari's Dighinala upazila
to a cluster housing named
Babuchhara Guchchhagram in
1986 temporarily on security
reasons.

“We had homesteads, farm-
land, cultivated fruit-bearing and
timber orchards, school, madrasa,
hospital and graves of family
members in the Sonamia Tila,”
said Nasima. “But now all of it is
under occupation of hill people,
with their dwelling structures and
prayer houses.”

“The graves of my father and
sister have been turned into space
for their toilet,” she lamented.
“Several hundred graves of other
families too have been turned into
somethingelse.”

“At Guchchhagram, we have to
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The crammed spaces at the Gucchagram force residents to live in close quarters with their livestock.

accommodate our sleeping berth,
latrine and cattle all within a tiny
makeshift space of eighty square
feet,” she said.

Mahfuza Begum of another
family at Guchchhagram said it is

inhuman to live a life in the horri-
ble condition of cramming four or
five families into a swarming small
space having nothing called sani-
tation.

*Our latrine and kitchen are

accommodated side by side, and
two to three families have to share a
single latrine by turn,” she said. “It
is over-crowded like a refugee camp
without any sewage system; every-
thing gets mucky with filth during
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monsoon.”

During a visit to Sonamia Tila
last week, a number of houses of
hill people, a temple named
“Sadhonatila Bonbihar" and an
adjoining under-construction
structure were seen in Sonamia
Tila.

Abdul Malek, president of
Dighinala Bhumi Rokkha
Committee, said they had
appealed time and again to the
government authorities to return
to the homesteads, to no avail.

The government had rehabili-
tated the said families, internally
displaced due to natural disasters,
in 4,060 acres of hilly Khas (pub-

At the time, the government

ﬂ E permanently allotted each family

23 decimals of homestead and
4.77 acres of arable hilly land for
their livelihood.

But by 1986, life in this remote
area became dangerous in the face
of decline in law and order situa-
tion due to emergence of armed
group, Shanti Bahini, according to
official information.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

WB approves $425m

FROM PAGE 3

upazilas, a bridge is needed to connect two disjointed road
sections. And while Bangladesh enjoys an extensive rural
road network, one-fifth of the rural bridges needed are not

built yet.

In 19 coastal districts, the project will construct or
rebuild bridges to include climate resilient features. “The
programme will support government efforts to improve
institutional capacity to plan, design, quality control and
manage rural bridges, including to ensure they are climate
resilient along coastal areas,” said Farhad Ahmed, World
Bank senior transport specialist and team leader for the

programime,

The credit from the World Bank's International
Development Association (IDA) has a 30-year term, includ-

ing a five-year grace period.
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