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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said she
went for constructing the
Padma Bridge with domes-
tic resources defying strong
opposition from her finance
minister and an adviser.

“My finance minister
showed strong dissent. He
told me that it [bridge con-
struction| couldn’t be done
without the World Bank's
financing. My adviser had
also told me the same
thing,” she said at a confer-
ence of public university
teachers at Bangabandhu
International Conference
Centre.

The PM said when the
World Bank withdrew its
financing bringing false
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Saudi Arabia yesterday said that dissident journalist specialised housing finan-
haka Reporters' | Jamal Khashoggi died in a fight inside its Istanbul _ ders, and their new and
ry General consulate, its first admission of his death after two innovative products, arrang-
rir urged the weeks of denials that have shaken Western relations ing funds have never been
>ptable way for | with the kingdom. €asier.

Riyadh provided no evidence to support its Yet, affordability remains a
1e government account of the circumstances that led to Khashoggi's big question for many,
1ight path and death and it was still unclear whether other govern- especially for the middle- and
Zia, hold talks ments would be satisfied with it. Saudi Arabia also made no mention of lower-income groups. They
osition parties what had become of his body, which has not yet been found. see a big gap in their financial

fair election," Turkish officials suspect Khashoggi, a Washington Post columnist and :apaicit}r 2nd the price of the
critic of the powerful Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, was killed flat they are eyeing. Rising
gramme around | inside the consulate by a team of Saudi agents and his body cut up. et e s-h e
e g | Secretary Some Western governments and politicians gave guarded or sceptical their dreanﬂﬁn}art}lr'ier i
NAorteaece Loa =~lranve ' =13 Ik or — | - were no time responses to the Saudi explanation, but Middle Eastern allies closed ranks : d
""""""" e ison for holding | around the kingdom. Through a special publication,
Is, BSS reports. US President Donald Trump, who has forged close ties with the world's The Daily Star explores the
ral election may | top oil exporter and maintains strong relations with the crown prince, growth and development of
ek of November. | SaudiArabia's de facto ruler, said the Saudi account was credible, the country’s home financing
sith whom "I think it's a good first step, it's a big step,” Trump said in Arizona. sector and the challenges
he asked. "Saudi Arabia has been a great ally. What happened is unacceptable.” faced by prospective buyers.
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New-look
Tigers start
as favourites

SPORTS REPORTER
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Even with two huge players
absent, it is hard to imag-
ine that Bangladesh will
not start as favourites today
in the first of three one-day
international (ODIs)
against Zimbabwe when
the match gets underway at
the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium at 2:30pm.

Ace all-rounder Shakib
Al Hasan and star opener
Tamim Igbal have been out LUXURY DUPLEX VILLA COMPLEX

injured since midway AT ASHULIA, SAVAR (NEXT TO FANTASY KINGDOM)
through last month's Asia
Cup. However,

Bangladesh's response to
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