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Genocide incited
on Facebook

NYT report exposes Myanmar army's hate
campaign; more accounts,

INTERNATIONAL DESK

pages blocked

Facebook said it removed 13 more pages and 10 accounts linked to the
Myanmar military after a New York Times (NYT) report on Monday accused
the military for launching a half-decade-long campaign of hate on the

social media.

"We want to make it more difficult for people to manipulate our plat-
form in Myanmar and will continue to investigate and take action on this
behavior," Facebooksaid in a blog post on Monday.

The company said the removed pages and accounts were being used to
spread propaganda to approximately 1.35 million people.

Facebook was used as part of a campaign that targeted the country's
Rohingya minority group, according to the NYT report, which cites
unnamed "former military officials, researchers and civilian officials in the

country.”

The military exploited Facebook's wide reach in Myanmar, where it is so
broadly used that many of the country's 18 million internet users confuse
the Silicon Valley social media platform with the internet, the report noted.

The report accused the military of turning Facebook into a tool for ethnic

cleansing.

Military personnel posed as fans of pop stars and national heroes as they
flooded Facebook with their hatred. One said Islam was a global threat to
Buddhism. Another shared a false story about the rape of a Buddhist

woman by a Muslim man, itadded.
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Although no parking signs, insef, have been put up in the
area, the capital's Abdul Gani Road is choked with vehi-

cles parked illegally. Such a mindless act often causes
snarl-ups on the road. The photo was taken yesterday.
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GOVT'S SUCCESS STORIES

Operators shift
stance, sending
out free SMS

MUHAMMAD ZAHIDUL ISLAM

Mobile phone operators have started dis-
seminating free short messages on the
government's development activities and
success stories, changing their previous
stanice on the matter.

The operators agreed to send out the
messages after a week-long discussion with
the government, following which the
message contents were changed to apoliti-
cal ones.

“We have sent them [mobile operators]
a new set of texts and they are now dis-
seminating [those] to their customers,”
said MD Jahirul Haque, acting chairman
of BTRC.

The operators are bound to follow the
telecom regulator's order and at the same
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Saudis may admit
Khashoggi killing

Say US media as under pressure Riyadh agrees on
'thorough probe' after Pompeo meets Salman

investigation" of the Khashoggi case
| and expressed "concern" about the
case to the foreign minister.

There was no public mention of any
new Saudi explanation of Khashoggi's
disappearance. CNN's sources say
Saudi Arabia will contend that the
Washington Post columnist died when
an interrogation went awry.

Turkey's President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said Turkish officials, who
searched the consulate for nine hours on Monday,
are looking into "toxic" and "painted over material”
as part of their investigation. "My hope is that we
can reach conclusions that will give us a reasonable

AGENCIES

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
held talks with top Saudi leaders yes-
terday as sources told CNN that the
Kingdom is preparing to acknowledge
that missing journalist Jamal
Khashoggi died at the Saudi consulate

in Istanbul, Turkey:.
Pompeo had a short discussion with

King Salman before a longer meeting

with the King's son, Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, Saudi Arabia's de facto ruler. US State
Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert said
Pompeo "thanked the King for his commitment to

supporting a thorough, transparent, and timely
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Air hostess falls out
of Indian plane

AFP, Mumbai

A flight attendant fell out of an Air India plane while
trying to close its door on Monday, the airline said,
reportedly breaking her leg when she landed on the
tarmac.

The accident occurred at Mumbai's international
airport as the crew were getting ready to welcome
passengers aboard the New Delhi-bound flight.
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Dressed in wedding attires, Shahidul Islam and Angura Begum, along with their chil-
dren, pose for a photograph in Rangpur's Kaunia upazila on Monday. The couple cele-
brated their 18th marriage anniversary by raising awareness against domestic vio-
lence, as they rode around the upazila town on an easy-bike.
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'Love 1s
above all'

KONGKON KARMAKER,
Dinajpur

Clad in wedding garbs and
the garlands they used in
their wedding ceremony 18
years ago, a couple in
Kaunia upazila of Rangpur
celebrated their marriage
anniversary, on Monday, in
an exceptional manner and
for a cause - to remove
domestic violence from
society.

Shahidul Islam, 48, and
his wife Angura Begum, 38,
from Bhetakuthi village of
the upazila, spent nearly
five hours travelling to
different areas with their
three sons, Sohag, Babu and
Al Amin, raising their voice
against violence at home.

Speaking to The Daily
Star, Shahidul, an easy-bike
driver, said that domestic
violence is still prevalent in
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Suspected
drug dealer
killed in
'gunfight’

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

An alleged drug trader was
killed in a “gunfight”
between two groups of drug
peddlers at Mangalgati
village in Jashore Sadar
upazila yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Jahid Hassan, 32, son
of Hannan Molla of
Shankarpur Ashram Road
area in Jashore town.,

Apurbo Hasan, officer-
in-charge of Kotwali police,
said they raided Mangalgati
village hearing that two
groups of drug traders were
engaged in a gunfight
around 3:30am.

However, the drug traders
escaped the scene sensing
the presence of law enforc-
ers, he added.

The OC said the police
recovered the bullet-hit
body of Jahid and rushed
him to Jashore General
Hospital where doctors
declared him dead.

Two kgs of marijuana and
200 pieces of yaba tablets
were recovered from the
spot, he said.

According to police,
Jahid was involved in drug
trading and other crimes. He
allegedly led a bomb attack
on Harijan Colony in
Jashore town five days ago.
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PRAYER TIMING OCTOBER 17

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
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