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A hog plum tree with mature fruits at an orchard of Atghar village in Swarupkathi upazila of Pirojpur.
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Amra growers upset in Barishal, Jhalakathi and Pirojpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Good yield of amra (hog plum) fails to
bring smile on thousands of growers in
Barisal, Jhalakathi and Pirojpur dis-
tricts during the ongoing peak season
as the prices see a drastic fall.

Over 1,500 hectares of land in the
three districts are used for cultivation
of the popular fruit, said sources at the
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE).

In Swrupkati upazila of Pirojpur,
2500 tonnes of the fruit has been
produced on 159 hectares of land and
in Jhalakhati Sadar, 3640 tonnes has
been produced on 260 hectares of
land, said upazila agriculture officers
of the two highest amra producing

areas of the region.

Flowers appear in the trees in the
Bangla months of Magh and Falgun
(mid-January to mid-February) and

the fruit is plucked from Ashar to
Ashwin (mid-June to mid-September),
DAE sources said.

Hog plum wholesale centres at
Vimruli in Jhalakathi and Swrupkathi,
Atghar, Kuriana and Jindakhati in
Pirojpur are now busy with selling and
buying of the fruit.

“This year amra production would
reach around 25 thousand tonne, a 15
percent increase than last year's. But
the huge production has led to fall in

the market price,” said Tushar Kanti
Sammadder, deputy director, DAE,
Barisal.

Farmers of Atghar, Kuriana and
Jindakathi areas under Swrupkathi
upazila said they sell hog plum for Tk
900 to Tk 1000 per maund (40 kg) to
the local wholesale buyers whereas last
year's prices were between Tk 1800 and
Tk 2000.

“This year, we have to sell a maund
of amra for Tk 900 while the price was
Tk 1800 last year,” said Aynal, a whole-
saler of Mochana village under
Swrupkati upazila.

“Last year, I sold 200 maunds of
amra grown on four acres of land but
this year the yield from the same land
reached 250 maunds,” said Nazrul
[slam, a farmer of Atgar.

Farmers alleged that they are not
getting the fair price this year due to
control of the market by middlemen.

Rohingya Hindus
celebrate Durga Puja

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

The authorities have made arrangements at the shelter camp
for the Rohingya Hindu community at Kutupalong in the
district's Ukhia upazila for observance of the Durga Puja in
a festive environment,

The religious festival began across the country yesterday.

People from Hindu community living in different wvil-
lages under Mongdu district of neighbouring Myanmar for
generations entered Bangladesh after August 2 last year and
took shelter at Kutupalong.

A total of 450 men, women and children from 120
Hindu families are now living at a camp built exclusively for
the community.

With the financial assistance from the district adminis-
tration, a puja mandop has been set up at the camp of the
Rohingya Hindus, said Ukhia Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Nikaruzzaman Chowdhury.

“On the occasion of Durga Puja, food items have been
distributed among the sheltered people through an NGO.
Upazila administration will distribute saris, lungis and
children's dresses among them, " he said.

Ranjit Das, president of Cox's Bazar District Puja
Udjapan Parishad, said they will distribute relief materials
among the Rohingya Hindus tomorrow.

Sumanta Rudra, majhi (community leader) of the
Rohingya Hindu camp at Kutupalong, said roads in the
vicinity of the shelter camp have been repaired on the occa-
sion of the puja.

Shelter centre administration will distribute new clothes

Indiscriminate waste dumping

People smell bad odour in Patuakhali municipality

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patualhali

Patuakhali municipality workers are dumping waste in
BSCIC Industrial Area and Swanirvor Road on the bank of
the Patuakhali river, and sometimes in any open space, as
there is no dumping site in the town.

Patuakhali municipality was set up on April 1 in 1892
and upgraded to first class in 1989. There are 1.15 lakh
people in the municipality covering 30 square kilometre
area. There are 97 km of paved roads, 16 km of earthen
roads, 43 km of RCC roads, 10 km of HBB roads, and 11 km
of brick roads. There is a 23.30 km drainage system in the
municipality.

There are 214 cleaners for cleaning the roads, bazars and
other areas in the town. They gather waste from different
points in the town, and five trucks normally dump it in
BSCIC Industrial Area and Swanirvor Road, and sometimes
in any open place. Bad odour from these sites spreads
around the area, much to the suffering of local people.

Md Salim Mia, a resident of BSCIC area, said they have to
face serious pollution, including bad odour, as the munici-
pality dumps waste in open places.

Morjina Begum of Swanirvor Road area said they
have to smell the bad odour round the clock, and chil-
dren in these areas suffer from different types of dis-
eases caused by pollution.

SM Akramul Nahid, head of the garbage section, also
medical officer of the municipality, said around 50 tonnes
of waste are created daily in the municipality area, half of
which falls into drains and goes into the river. The rest is

“We are providing free health service to children in these
areas considering the effects of bad odour and polluted
environment,” he said.

“We badly needed an environment-friendly dumping
site where bio-gas and organic fertilizer can be produced
from the waste,” he added.

Municipality Executive Engineer Abdul Halim said
they need a dumping site to keep the town clean,
They sent a letter to the local government ministry
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through Patuakhali deputy commissioner on May 16
in 2016 to acquire 7.50 acres of land in Bashak bazar
area, about 10 km south of the municipality, but it
was not approved.

Mayor Dr Shafiqul Islam said they cannot build a dump-
ing site due to lack of land. They have to dump waste in the
open and people suffer a lot for that, he added.

“We are looking for land to set up a dumping
site,” he added.

Waste being dumped in an open space by Patuakhali municipality as there is no fixed site in the town for dumping

waste. The photo was taken recently.

among the residents today, he added. dumped by trucks, he added. PHOTO: STAR
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