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"Journalists & o
whodonot -
publish
false news
need not
worry about -
the Digital ey
Security Bill.” -

PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA
AT A PRESS BRIEFING ON OCTOBER 3

"Since editors
are not
willingto
follow their | |
own ethical
guidelines,

we can let the
courts decide
what is true and what is false. Arrest
does not automatically mean
imprisonment. The government has
to prove they knowingly published
falsehoods. The burden of proof s on
the government. Journalists and
editors who have no intention of
publishing falsehoods have nothing

to worry about.”

SAJEEB WAZED JOY

PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA'S ICT
AFFAIRS ADVISER, IN A FACEBOOK POST
ON SEPTEMBER 30

"Theactisat =
thevetting
stageatthe |
law minis-

try. It will

be sent 5
again to the e
cabinet for
approval. We will hold talks with all
stakeholders before its finalisation.
So nothing to be worried."
OBAIDUL QUADER

ROAD TRANSPORT AND BRIDGES
MINISTER, AT A VIEW EXCHANGE MEET-
ING WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF
DIFFERENT PRINT AND ELECTRONIC
MEDIA ON FEBRUARY 15

"The next cabi-«
netmeeting, .
scheduled for /
October3, |
may not \ |
discussthe
issue as it :
already has
many other
agendas for discus-

sions. But the concerns of the
Editors' Council will be placed before
the cabinet meeting after this one."
ANISUL HUQ

LAW MINISTER

AFTER THE MEETING WITH THE EDITORS'
COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 30

"In trying to make a law to
prevent crimes through
digital devices and provide
security in the digital
sphere the Act ends up
policing media operations, censoring
content and controlling media freedom
and freedom of speech and expression as
guaranteed by our constitution."

“The Act gives unlimited power to the
police to enter premises, search offices,
bodily search persons, seize computers,
computer networks, servers, and every-
thing related to the digital platforms.
According to the Act, the police can arrest
anybody on suspicion without warrant
and do not need any approval of any
authorities.”

“The Act suffers from vagueness and
uses many terms that can be misinter-
preted and used against the media."

"DSA will create an atmosphere of fear
and intimidation which will make jour-
nalism and especially investigative jour-
nalism virtually impossible."

"In addition to media professionals the
law will create panic among all users of
computers, computer network, etc.”
EDITORS' COUNCIL

IN A WRITE-UP PUBLISHED ON DIFFERENT

DAILIES ON SEPTEMBER 29 EXPLAINING WHY
IT OPPOSES THE LAW

"The government also assured the jour-
nalists that there would be no such harsh
provisions. But the bill was passed in the
parliament ignoring the concerns and
recommendations of journalists.”

DHAKA REPORTERS UNITY (DRU)
IN A STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 24

"Although Section 57 has been repealed
in the proposed law, it has been replaced
in different sections of the proposed law
in a new and harsher way.”

WORKERS PARTY OF BANGLADESH,

A COMPONENT OF RULING AWAMI LEAGUE-
LED ALLIANCE, IN A STATEMENT

ON FEBRUARY 7

DIGITAL SECURITY ACT

APPEAL & DENIAL
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"We came out of the ¢~
meeting, assuring
them [the repre-
sentatives] that

their objections
regarding eight
sections of the pro-
posed law will be con-
sidered.”

MUSTAFA JABBAR
POSTS, TELECOM AND ICT MINISTER

TOLD REPORTERS AFTER MEETING REPRESENTA-
TIVES OF THE EDITORS' COUNCIL, ASSOCIATION
OF TELEVISION CHANNEL OWNERS AND

BANGLADESH FEDERAL UNION OF JOURNALISTS
ON MAY 22

"We draw the exam- &
ple of the US

democracy now |
and then;youmay | '
say the US is a \ e
developed country,
so there can be no
comparison with it.

“But can't we reach the level
[of democracy] that the USA had reached
some 200 years ago in 17917 The US consti-
tution in 1791 stated that Congress won't
be able to formulate any law that may gag
the freedom of expression.

“That's it. What can be said and what
not...they had said it 200 years ago. And
here if we say anything, it would be a
crime. .. we passed this law."

EMINENT JURIST DR SHAHDEEN MALIK
AT A DISCUSSION ON SEPTEMBER 29

“Very few of the
country’s laws were "5
as repressive as the | £
Digital Security ‘
Bill.”

ZONAYED SAKI
CHIEF COORDINATOR ——
OF THE CENTRAL EXECU- &
TIVE COMMITTEE OF

GANASAMHATI ANDOLON ON OCTOBER 6

“The meeting was very fruitful as all of us
have reached a consensus that there will be

no law which will contradict the constitu-

| tion regarding the freedom of the press and
| the freedom of speech... We will not enact
/ any law aiming at journalists or one that

will create obstacles to independent jour-

nalism.”

ANISUL HUQ, LAW MINISTER

TOLD REPORTERS AFTER MEETING WITH REPRE-
SENTATIVES OF THE THREE ORGANISATIONS ON
MAY 22

“The concerns of the Editors' Council are
logical for the major part."

ANISUL HUQ, LAW MINISTER

AT A MEETING WITH THE EDITORS' COUNCIL AT
HIS OFFICE ON APRIL 19

“Some provisions of the law unduly
restrict the freedom of expression and the
freedom of the media and undermine
judicial procedural guarantees.”

“We call upon the government of
Bangladesh to continue consultations on
this law and pursue the commitments
taken during the Universal Periodic
Review last May, so as to ensure that the
Digital Security Act will be in accordance
with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, as well as the

Constitution of Bangladesh.”

HEADS OF MISSIONS OF THE EUROPEAN
UNION MEMBER STATES, THE EUROPEAN
UNION DELEGATION, AND THE HEADS OF
MISSIONS OF NORWAY AND SWITZERLAND IN
A JOINT STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 27

“The government of Bangladesh
acknowledges that the current section 57
of the ICT Act is draconian, and needs to
go. But the new law [Digital Security Bill]
being proposed is hardly an improve-
ment, creating a series of new offences
that will undoubtedly be used for years to
come against government critics in the
country's highly politicized criminal
justice system.”

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
ASIA DIRECTOR BRAD ADAMS ON MAY 10

“The new Digital Security Act is a tool ripe
for abuse and a clear violation of the
country's obligations under international
law to protect free speech.”

"With at least five provisions
criminalising vaguely defined types of
speech, the law is a licence for wide-
ranging suppression of critical voices...
Several provisions violate international
standards on free expression."

"The passage of this law utterly
undermines any claim that the govern-
ment of Bangladesh respects freedom of
speech.”

"Unless parliament moves swiftly to
repeal the law it just passed, the rights of

"It [the act] will
empower a police
official to search,
seize and arrest
anyone without
warrant, causing _ 4
risk of harassment S —
through abusing the u

law."

DR KAMAL HOSSAIN
GONO FORUM PRESIDENT
SAID ON SEPTEMBER 23

"Thisactis goingto & 4
be formulatedto '
give indirect |
indemnity tothe | |
corrupt.” \
MUJAHIDUL ISLAM
SELIM

PRESIDENT OF
COMMUNIST PARTY OF
BANGLADESH (CPB) ON JANUARY 31

p——

"We call on
Bangladesh to
urgently revise the
Digital Security

Act, to ensure that
itis in line with
international human
rights law and that it
provides for checks and bal-

ances against arbitrary arrest, detention,
and other undue restrictions of the rights of
individuals to the legitimate exercise of
their freedom of expression and opinion.
We stand ready to assist the Government."
RAVINA SHAMDASANI

SPOKESPERSON FOR THE UN HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
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"This act will further & = g
stifle any remaining " g
scope for free |
speech that |
Bangladeshhad
left since we view
this act as a mere
repackaging of the
notorious section 57 of the

Information and Communication
Technology Act, 2013 with additional
draconian provisions.”

PROF ANU MUHAMMAD, MEMBER SECRETARY
OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO PROTECT OIL,

GAS, MINERAL RESOURCES, POWER, AND PORTS
ONOCT 6

"We reiterateour &
concerns around
several provisions
of the Digital
Security Act which
unduly restrict the
freedom of expres-
sion and the freedom of
the media and undermine
judicial procedural guarantees. In its current
form the Act could be used to suppress and
criminalise the legitimate exercise of these
freedoms."

"We call upon the Government of
Bangladesh to continue consultations on
this law and pursue the commitments
taken during the Universal Periodic Review
last May, so as to ensure that the Digital
Security Act will be in accordance with the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, as well as the Constitution of

Bangladesh.”
MARCIA BERNICAT, US AMBASSADOR
IN A STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 30
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the country's citizens to speak freely will

remain under serious threat.”
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

ASIA DIRECTOR BRAD ADAMS IN A
STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 26

“This law imposes dangerous restrictions
on freedom of expression.”

"Given how the authorities have
arbitrarily arrested hundreds of people in
the past six years under the Information
and Communication Technology Act, there
are serious concerns that the new Act will
be used against people who speak out."

"The government must revert its
course from this regressive law, that
compromises its international commit-
ments; and ensure they fully uphold the
right to freedom of expression as pro-
tected by international human rights
law.”

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S SOUTH ASIA

CAMPAIGNER SAAD HAMMADI IN A STATE-
MENT ON SEPTEMBER 20

"Whilst yesterday's [Wednesday's]
Parliamentary approval of the Digital
Security Act (DSA) -- which now awaits
presidential approval -- stands to repeal
section 57 of the ICT Act, its most prob-
lematic elements will be replicated.

"It is deeply regrettable that despite
the laudable commitments made --
including as part of this UPR -- to ensure
its compliance with international human
rights law, the legislation has not been
revised.”

"The DSA promises to impose far-
reaching restrictions on online expression,
affecting all Internet users in Bangladesh:
broadly criminalising and imposing
wholly disproportionate punitive mea-
sures for expression lawful under interna-
tional law. New, and overbroad powers to
block and remove online content without
judicial oversight, are also of deep con-
cern.”

ARTICLE 19
IN A STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 20
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“CPJ respectfully urges you to exercise
your constitutional authority to return the
legislation to parliament for revisions that
would eliminate these dangers.”

"One of the most worrisome provi-
sions of the Digital Security Act is an
amendment added at the last minute in
Section 43, which will allow police to
arrest or search individuals without a
warrant. In addition, the Digital Security
Act includes problematic aspects of
Section 57 of the Information and
Communications Technology Act, despite
public promises by government ministers
to eliminate it.”

"Bangladesh has a proud history as a
secular democracy with strong affirma-
tions of human rights and freedom of
speech and the press. This legislation
promises to damage that tradition, and to
severely harm Bangladesh's standing
among the community of democracies as
a defender of press freedom.”

THE COMMITTEE TO PROTECT
JOURNALISTS

IN A LETTER TO PRESIDENT
ABDUL HAMID

ON SEPTEMBER 22

“The bill if approved by parliament in the
current form will have a serious, oppres-
sive impact not only on journalists but
also on all citizens of Bangladesh.”
INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE (1P1)
IN THE LETTER TO PRIME

MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA

ON AUGUST 10

“The act retained different aspects of
section 57 of the ICT Act to curb freedom
of expression.”

“Section 32 of the Digital Security Act
is contradictory to freedom of thoughts,
freedom of expression, and freedom of
the press guaranteed by the constitution.

AIN 0 SALISH KENDRA
IN ASTATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 20

N

"A good many sec- 4
tions of the new law
go against the
spirit of the
Liberation War as
well as against
freedom of thought
and freedom of expres- .

sion guaranteed by the consti-

tution."

“The inclusion of provisions of the con-
troversial Official Secrets Act 1923 in the
law will create a corruption-friendly atmo-
sphere...This law will create a feeling of
insecurity among citizens in the name of
digital security.”

IFTEKHARUZZAMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, TRANSPARENCY

INTERNATIONAL BANGLADESH
SAID IN A STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 20

"Inclusion of the
British era Official
Secrets Actin the
new law is regret- | |
ful and frustrating.
This goes against

the main spirit of the
constitution, especially
the freedom of speech and

freedom of the press."
FAKHRUL IMAM

JATIYA PARTY LAWMAKER
ON SEPTEMBER 20

IN PARLIAMENT

'l
=i 2
_rL.-. "}-.;-
~=p o [t R e i L —— e
Py = -'l |.-.,‘_. r-—_'—"rrq___.‘rh"" T
e o |

f T
e o
L:“"'l{.__._.__.._'-:..l_'.,'-_':.i' ol 8 e A il ‘_r

i i o I.‘-'_'""'_"-_—-',‘l‘-'-—"m_-"'"T T
: . ¥ _ ™

H"'..
\t‘; R | BN | ]

L
L

“The Digital Security Act not only contra-
dicts parts of the RTI Act, but also raises
questions about the government's capac-
ity to be consistent in law-making."

"The Digital Security Act creates wide
opportunities to restrict the space for
raising informed public opinions and
ensuring transparency and accountability
of public institutions, reducing corruption,
and establishing good governance as
outlined in the preamble of the RTI Act
2009."

“The Digital Security Actis clearly
inconsistent with the fundamental con-
stitutional rights to freedom of speech
and expression as per Article 39 of the
Constitution and, therefore, undermines
democracy and human rights, which are
among the fundamental principles of
state policy.”

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION FORUM,
A COALITION OF MORE THAN 45

ORGANISATIONS, IN A STATEMENT
ON SEPTEMBER 24

"Sections 8, 28,29 and 31 of the act can
be misused to harass citizens, gag the
press and repress freedom of expression."
"According to the provision of the

newly passed Digital Security Act-2018,
police can search, seize and arrest anyone
without warrant. Therefore, we appre-
hend, police can harass general citizens

abusing the law.”
SHUSHASHONER JONNO NAGORIK
IN A STATEMENT ON SEPTEMBER 22

“The new law is detrimental to the evolu-
tion of Bangladesh as a free, matured and
modern democratic society.”
TWENTY-FOUR PROFESSIONALS

AND ACADEMICS

FROM BANGLADESHI

DIASPORA IN A STATEMENT

ON OCTOBER 6
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TIMELINE

AUGUST 22,2016

Cabinet approves draft Digital Security
Act.PM orders scrutiny of the draft and
other similar laws to remove any repeti-
tions, inconsistencies or inadequacies.

Nov 29,2017
Draft of Digital Security Act finalised at
an inter-ministerial meeting.

JAN 29,2018

The cabinet approves the draft of the
Digital Security Act-2018. Journalists
and rights defenders fear freedom of
the press and expression would be put
to the sword.

APRIL9,2018

Digital Security Bill placed in parlia-
ment.The bill is sent to the parliamen-
tary standing committee on posts,
telecommunications and information
technology for scrutiny within 4 weeks.

APRIL 19,2018

Law minister assures Editors’ Council of
arranging a meeting with the parlia-
mentary standing committee on post,
telecom and IT to place their concerns
about the Digital Security Act.

MAY 22,2018

In the face of growing demand, the JS
body invites the Editors’ Council,
Association of Television Channel

Owners and Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists to a meeting to hear their
views on the bill.

MAY 22,2018

Editors' Council, ATCO and BFUJ voice
concern over section 8,21, 25, 28, 29, 31,
32,and 43 of the proposed law, saying
these would greatly curtail the freedom
of speech and independent journalism.

JUNE 06,2018

JS body gets 2 more months to scruti-
nise the bill.

JULY 4,2018

JS body at a meeting with the Editors'
Council, BFUJ and ATCO places an 11-
point change to the proposed Digital
Security Act for their consideration.

JULY 4,2018

Representatives of the three organisa-
tions tells the committee that they will
share their opinions on the changes
|ater, following discussions in respective
forums.

The JS body sets July 16 for further
discussion on the hill with the organisa-
tions. But the meeting is postponed and
no fresh date is announced.

SEPT 10,2018
JS body gets one month to securitise
the bill.

SEPT 11,2018

JS body finalises Digital Security Bill
without addressing journalist commu-
nity's concerns.

SEPT 16,2018

The Editors' Council rejects the JS body
report and expresses its surprise, disap-
pointment, and shock at the commit-
tee's final report on the proposed
Digital Security Act.

SEPT 17,2018

JS body submits its report on Digital
Security Bill, ignoring concerns of
journalists over some of its sections.

SEPT 19,2018
Digital Security Bill passed in
parliament.

SEPT 22,2018
Editors’ Council at a meeting denounces

the passage of the hill, announces to
form human chain in front of the

Jatiya Press Club on Sept 29.

SEPT 26,2018

The information minister urges the
Editors’ Council to postpone its human
chain programme and offers talks.

SEPT 27,2018
The Editors' Council postpones the
human chain programme.

SEPT 30,2018

Law minister, information minister,
posts, telecom and information technol-
0gy minister at a meeting with the
Editors’ Council promises to place the
concerns of the editors, journalists, and
media practitioners before the cabinet
meeting to work out amendments to
the digital security bill to make the law
acceptable to all.

0CT 2,2018
Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury
signs the Digital Security Bill.

0CT 3,2018

The PM at a briefing says journalists
who do not publish false news need not
worry about the Digital Security Bill,
2018.

0CT 4,2018
The bill is sent to the office of the
president for his assent

0CT8,2018

Cabinet meeting held, but journalists’

concern about the bill is not raised as

promised by the three ministers.
President Abdul Hamid signs the

Digital Security Bill into law.




