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Maidul's remand postponed
after HC grants bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chattogram court yesterday postponed
the three-day remand of Chittagong
University (CU) teacher Maidul Islam after
he secured bail from the High Court (HC)
for six months in a case filed against him
under section 57 of the ICT Act for “making
defamatory remarks against the prime
minister on social media”.

The court of Chief Judicial Magistrate
Kamrunnahar Rumi passed the remand
postponement order after the lawyers
moved a special plea before the court yester-
day afternoon, mentioning Maidul's bail
from the HC in the case, said Advocate
Bhulan Lal Bhowmik, Maidul's lawyer.

In the morning, the HC bench of Justice
M Enayetur Rahim and Justice Mustafizur
Rahman granted the six-month bail after
hearing a petition filed by Maidul, seeking
bail in the case.

There is no legal bar for Maidul to be
released from jail following the HC order,
his lawyer Advocate Hasnat Qayyum told
The Daily Star.

However, Advocate Bhulan Lal said
Maidul will be released from jail by tomor-
row as the necessary documents will be sent
by that time.

On Monday, Maidul was put on a
three-day remand after the investigation

officer of the case produced him before a
court seeking a five-day remand in the
case.

STUDENTS, TEACHERS DEMAND
MAIDUL'S RELEASE

Master's graduates of Chittagong
University's Sociology Department boy-
cotted their farewell programme, demand-
ing immediate and unconditional release of
their teacher,

Meanwhile, 21 teachers of four public
universities -- Dhaka, Jahangirnagar,
Chattogram and Jagannath -- yesterday
formed a human chain on Dhaka University
campus, demanding withdrawal of the case
filed against Maidul.

Speaking at the programme, the teach-
ers also demanded that the government
ensure freedom of expression and urged
the CU authorities to reinstate Maidul in
his post.

A Chattogram court on September 24
sent Maidul, an assistant professor of
CU's Sociology Department, to jail in a
case filed with Hathazari Police Station
on July 24 on charge of defaming Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on social media.
Md Iftekhar Uddin Ayaz, a former execu-
tive member of BCL's CU unit, filed the
case.

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

CITY
Taherpur temple to celebrate Durga
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initiative, he added.

Ashtadhatu is made of eight metals -
(which is an alloy of copper, tin and zinc) along
with gold, silver, lead, iron and antimony.

“We believe that Ashtadhatu brings health
benefits and mental peace,” Sarkar said.

Long ago, only wealthy and higher-caste Hindus
celebrated Durga Puja at their households. In 1480,
King Kangsa Narayan of Taherpur first organised
Durga Puja for all castes in the sub-continent, said
the parishad's President Birendranath Sarker.

On Monday, the Hindu community cele-
brated Mahalaya, the auspicious occasion herald-
ing the advent of goddess Durga. Mahalaya is
observed seven days before Durga Puja, the big-
gest religious festival of the Bengali Hindu com-
munity. On October 15, Durga Puja will begin,
on the day of Maha Shashthi,

Devotees of Rajshahi and beyond will be in presence
of magnificent idols of deities made of Ashtadhatu
this Durga Puja, as the Taherpur temple of the dis-
trict has commissioned idols made of the metal
alloy considered sacred by Hindus.

Atotal of seven idols of Hindu deities, including
Durga and her four children, have been crafted for
the temple using around a tonne of Ashtadhatu ata
cost of around Tk 22 lakh, said Anil Kumar Sarker,
general secretary of Rajshahi District Puja Udjapan
Parishad. Lawmaker Enamul
Rajshahi-4 constituency (Bagmara) sponsored the
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Puja with Ashtadhatu idols

Idols of goddess Durga and other deities, made of Ashtadhatu, on display at Taherpur
Durgamata Temple under Bagmara upazila in Rajshahi.
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This year, a total of 3,445 puja mandaps (al-
tars) have been set up in eight districts of Rajshahi
division, Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
Khurshid Alam of Rajshahi range, said in a press
conference recently.

Of them, Naogaon has the highest number of

mandaps (792), followed by Bogra (665), Sirajganj
(493), Natore (371), Rajshahi (362), Pabna (340),
Joypurhat (290) and Chapainawabganj (132).
Compared to last year, 120 more mandaps
have been set up in the region, he added.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

FREE BIRD... A
rescued parrot
being released in
Tilagarh Eco Park.
Abdul Karim Kim,
general secretary
of Bapa, Sylhet
chapter with the
help of forest
department
rescued six local
and Himalayan
parrots from
vendors in
Zindabazar and
Ambarkhana
areas of the city
yesterday.
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Ecnec okays Ctg-Dhaka
fuel pipeline

DNCC suspends
three ofticials on

bribery allegations

ACC quizzes current, former AB
Bank directors over Tk 383cr loan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ensuring nutrition for
expectant and new
mothers in CHT crucial

Speakers say at Manusher Jonno Foundation

Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC)
yesterday suspended three of its supervi-
sors over bribery allegations.

DNCC suspended Licence and
Advertisement supervisors -- Manik
Mollik, Abul Kalam Azad and Nayeem
Hossain -- after a team of Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) found
out that they were taking bribe from
service-seekers with the help of three
brokers, confirmed ASM Mamun, DNCC
public relations officer.

A seven-member team, led by ACC
Assistant Director Selina Akhtar Moni,
conducted the drive at the office of
DNCC's executive officer in Mirpur, says a

press release.

The team recommended that Executive
Officer (zone-2) Selim Fakir suspend the
officials. Selim then informed the matter
to the high-ups, who suspended them.

ACC Director General (Admin)
Mohammad Munir Chowdhury coordi-

nated the drive,

workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT women from ethnic communities
in CHT since 2016, MJF observed
that many expectant and new moth-
ers have started taking locally avail-
able nutritious food and accessing
healthcare facilities like wvaccina-
tion from local healthcare centers,
said Evelina who presented the
findings at the workshop.

Shaheen Anam, executive direc-
tor of MJE said there are several
challenges including wviolence
against indigenous women and
tension in the ethnic communities
which need to be addressed.

The indigenous people are citizens
of Bangladesh, and the state needs to
ensure their rights, she added.

Prof Sameena Chowdhury, obste-
trician and gynecologist, said show-
ing videos on nutrition to the ethnic
communities has been an effective

tool in raising awareness. Through

Addressing superstitions -- involving
nutrition during pregnancy -- com-
mon among the ethnic communities
of Chattogram Hill Tracts (CHT) is
very important to improve prenatal
and maternal healthcare, said speakers
ataworkshop yesterday.

“Many ethnic communities
believe that a number of food items,
which are nutritious, should not be
eaten during pregnancy and breast-
feeding -- affecting the health condi-
tion of expectant and new mothers,”
said Evelina Chakma, senior
programme manager of Manusher
Jonno Foundation (M]JF), at the
workshop held at Spectra
Convention Centre in Dhaka.

MJF organised the national stake-
holder workshop to provide an
overview of their project titled “Le-
veraging information technology to

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council (Ecnec)
yesterday approved 20 development
projects, involving Tk 32,525 crore,
including a Chattogram to Dhaka
pipeline project through which fuel oil
will be transported through under-
ground pipes.

The approval came from an Ecnec
meeting at NEC with Ecnec
Chairperson Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

Tk 2,861 crore will be spent for the
pipeline project, to be financed by
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation.

Briefing reporters after the meeting,
Planning Minister AHM Maustafa
Kamal said, "Transporting oil through
pipeline is less risky, saves time and
cost, and also environment-friendly.”

According to the planning ministry
proposal, the project is targeted to be
completed by 2020. Under it, 238-
kilometre pipeline, using 16-inch radius

pipes, would be set up from Chattogram
to Godnail. From Godnail to Fatullah, a
10-inch radius 8.29km pipeline and from
Cumilla to Chandpur, a 6-inch radius
59.23km underground petroleum pipe-
line would be set up. It would cross 22
rivers, 46 roads and 11 rail crossings.

The annual demand for petroleum is
58 lakh tonnes, about 90 percent of
which is transported through coastal
tankers. Some 200 tankers of oil market-
ing companies are engaged in the work.

TK 10,460CR UREA FACTORY
Ecnec also approved a project for
setting up Ghorashal Palash Urea
Fertiliser Factory at a cost Tk 10,460
crore, to be completed by 2022.

The new factory, having a capacity
of producing 2,800 tonnes of fertiliser
per day, would be set up near the exist-
ing Urea Fertiliser Factory Limited at
Ghorashal and Palash Urea Fertiliser
Factory Ltd in Narsingdi.

Ecnec also okayed Rural Connectivity

Improvement Projectata costof Tk 3,667
crore, of which Asian Development
Bank (ADB) will finance Tk 2,495 crore.

Ecnec also approved a project for
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Killa
Construction, Rehabilitation and
DevelopmentatacostofTk 1,957 crore.

After independence, under direc-
tives of Bangabandhu, many earthen
killas (raised platforms used as shelter
during floods) were built in coastal
areas, which are known as “"Mujib
Killa". Under the project, existing killas
would be restored and new ones
would be constructed.

A Tk 104 crore project was approved
to provide electricity for Rohingya
refugees. ADB will finance Tk 78.19
crore, with the rest borne by the govern-
ment.

The ADB has also pledged $200
million grant for Rohingyas.

Another project for building a new
campus for Jagannath University in
Keraniganj at a cost of Tk 1,920 crore
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Meanwhile, upon receiving a complaint
in its hotline (106) that some people are
razing a hill at Aldarpara of Sylhet's
Jalalabad upazila, the director general
instructed Deputy Director of the
Department of Environment in Sylhet,
Altaf Hossain, to stop it.

Talking to The Daily Star, Altaf said

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

achieve better nutritional outcomes
in the CHT, Bangladesh” an initia-
tive of South Asia Food and
Nutrition Security

(SAFANSI),

MJF has been working on the
project, supported by World Bank,

since 2016.

After working with 2,000

Initiative

their cultural activities, they should
be informed of proper ways of nurs-
ing, she suggested.

Speaking as chief guest,
Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs
Ministry Secretary Md Nurul Amin
said the government is tirelessly
working to ensure food and health
security of people in CHT.
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A ShOW Of Stl"ength é Bangladesh Shipping Corporation
"BSC Bhaban", Saltgola Road, Chittagong
’ . - . | | REF: 18.16.0000.373.15.054.18 Date: 08 October, 2018
14-party leaders CamNaEI in Rajshah Inwtatlon for Re-Tender (LTM)
STAFE CORBESPONDENT, Rislah! Invitation for Time Charter employment of BSC
Awami League led 14-party leaders staged a major show of vesse| MT. Banglar Agrajatra (IMO
: : = Number: 9793856) from ex-yard

strength in Rajshahi city yesterday afternoon and the event (Jiangsu new Yangzl Shipbuilding Co.
eventually turned into an election campaign. Ltd, Jiangsu) China with lay-can 20-30

AL lawmakers and leaders from different districts of the November, 2018.
division went to the meeting with huge number of supporters | 2. | Tenderclosing | Date: 18/10/2018, Time: 12:00 noon.
and sought nomination. The supporters showed portraits of 3. | Tenderopening | Date: 18/10/2018, Time: 12:05pm.
theirleaders and chanted slogans in favour of them. 4. | Place EEFHE ;habanr Saltgola  Road,

The speakers, !mweven agced. party . T al?n 5. | Website address Detailginfcgrm'natinn & tender document
against any conspiracy of the BNP-Jamaat alliance to incite will B availabia Ir e websike of
violence after the August 21 grenade attack case verdict today. www.bsc.qov.bd.

Rajshahi unit of 14-party coordinator and Mayor AHM
Khairuzzman Liton chaired the meeting in Shaheb Bazar area. g:np:r:: fﬂg:azgig: {ERhaahrtz::; ]

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6 Phone: 031-728269
(GD-2350

E-mail: gm-m@hsc.gw.bd

Ref. No. 12.20.00000.021.44.16.18.2764

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of the following items:

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council

New Airport Road, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215
Bangladesh
Date: 09/10/2018

e-Tender Notice (OTM)

Serial | Tender Description of goods Online (e- GP Tender/ Tender/proposal
No. ID System) tender proposal document closing
publication date | documentlast | and opening date
& time selling date and time
and time
1 233973 | Supply and Installation of 2 (unit) | 10/10/2018 at 24/10/2018 at | 25/10/2018 at 12.00
Multimedia Projector 11.00 16.00
2 233985 | Supply and Installation of Desktop 10/10/2018 24/10/2018 25/10/2018
Computer, Photocopier  Machine, at 12.00 at 16.00 at 15.00
Notebook, Offline UPS, Printer (Black
& White) and Digital SLR Camera.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in National e-GP Portal and no official hard copy will be
accepted.

To submit e-tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fee for downloading the e-Tender document from National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through any
registered banks branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-2348

Dr. Md. Abdus Salam
Director (Support Service)
Telephone: 8117110
E-mail: masalamsso@yahoo.com




