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GEM E“T for more than yearS

Women can only
go up from here

Says Susane Giti, Bangladesh's
first female major general

ZYMA ISLAM

“Being a woman was a credit not a criterion,”
described becoming the first woman to achieve the rank of major general of

the Bangladesh Army:.

With this simple yet powerful statement delivered in an almost offhand
manner to a journalist asking her whether her gender had anything to do
with her promotion, Maj Gen Giti shattered the oft-assumed, reinforced
notion that women cannot compete on a level-playing field as men.

“Military promotions take into consideration a wide range of criteria,” she
added. She was not holding a representative post as a woman -- Giti won it fair
and square in a race where she had to compete overwhelmingly with men.

The race began in 1986, when a young graduate from Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital (RMCH) signed up to become an army doctor.
aunt who was an army medical officer who inspired me greatly,” she said,
speaking to journalists yesterday in her office at the Armed Forces Institute

of Pathology (AFIP).

When asked about her most recent success, she spoke about being able to set
upabone marrow transplant facility at Combined Military Hospital (CMH).

“Chemotherapy can only go so far in treating blood cancer. The cure lies
in bone marrow transplant. This process is very expensive and most people
travel abroad to getitdone,” explained Giti.

Giti's current research interests revolve around genetics. “We have a
genetic lab at AFIP that we use for research and diagnosis,” she added, "and

is how Dr Susane Giti

Women workers are treat-
ing hilsa with salt at a
shop in Chattogram city's
Fishari Ghat area yester-
day. Fishermen have been
getting plentiful catch of
the national fish. The salty
hilsa is sold at Tk 200 to
Tk 700 each, depending on
size.
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“I had an

34 migrants
drown in
shipwreck

AGENCIES

TWO YEARS SINCE STALKER KILLED RISHA

Justice elusive, as legal
loophole exploited

BISHAKHA DEVNATH

SEE PAGE 10 COLS5

At least 34 migrants have died in a ship-
wreck in the western Mediterranean, in
which 26 people survived, the UN migra-
tion agency said yesterday, citing the
Moroccan navy and a Spanish aid agency.
Joel Millman, spokesman of the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM), told Reuters: "The boat was adrift
since Sunday with 60 people aboard. At
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Paper cut outs of butterflies adorning the walls are the only traces of
the room’s previous occupant -- 14-year old Suraiya Akhter Risha.
Her parents had removed all her photos as the days after her murder
turned into months and then years.

Pointing to the butterflies on the wall next to him, Ramzan
Hossain, Risha's father, said, “These were made by her. She was so
loving and caring [that] relatives and neighbours still talk about what
she did, what she said.”

Suraiya Akhter Risha was stabbed to death by a stalker for refusing

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Social Islami Bank Limite:l

PRAYER TIMING
OCTOBER 3

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-4512-454-15 5-53 7-30
JAMAAT 5-20 1-15 4-30 5-56 8-00

PM to brief

media today
on UN trip

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address a press
conference today to brief
journalists about the out-
come of her recent
weeklong visit to the USA
to attend the 73rd UN
General Assembly.

The press conference
will be held at the Gono
Bhaban at 4:00pm, PM's
Press Secretary lhsanul
Karim said yesterday:.

During her visit to the
UUSA, Hasina addressed the
73rd session of the UNGA
at the UN Headquarters in
Bangla. She demanded
immediate and effective
implementation of the
agreement concluded
between Myanmar and the
UN over resolving the
Rohingya crisis.

On the sidelines of the
UNGA sessions, the PM
attended a number of high-
level events and placed
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Two killed
in Tongi fan
factory blast

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

Two workers were killed
and 20 others injured in a
blast at a fan factory in
Tongi yesterday.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Saiful Islam, 18,
and Shamsul Haque, 20.
They lived in a rented
house at Morkun in Tongi.

The blast occurred at
National Fan Factory in
BSCIC Industrial area
around noon, said Kamal
Hossain, officer-in-charge
of Tongi Purbo Police
Station of Gazipur
Metropolitan Police.

Six of the critically
injured workers were
shifted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital.
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NOBEL PRIZE FOR PHYSICS

Winners include first
woman 1n 55 years

Arthur Ashkin

AFP, Stockhaolm

Donna Strickland

Three scientists yesterday won the Nobel
Physics Prize, including the first woman in
55 years, for inventing optical lasers that
have paved the way for advanced precision
instruments used in corrective eye surgery,
the jury said.

Arthur Ashkin of the United States won
one half of the nine million Swedish kronor
(about $1.01 million or 870,000 euros) prize,
while Gerard Mourou of France and Donna
Strickland of Canada shared the other half.

Strickland is just the third woman to win

French cottage made
ent:rely of chocolate

NDTV ONLINE

Giving a whole new meaning to 'home sweet
home' is a cottage in France that has been made
entirely out of edible chocolate.

Located in the commune of Sevres in the south-
western suburbs of Paris, this chocolate cottage has
been designed and manufactured by renowned
artisan chocolatier, Jean-Luc Decluzeau.

Everything in the cottage - from the walls to the
roof, the fireplace, clocks, books and even the chan
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Gerard Mourou

a Nobel Physics Prize since it was first
awarded in 1901, while Ashkin, 96, is the
oldest person to win a Nobel, beating out
American Leonid Hurwicz who was 90
when he won the 2007 Economics Prize.

Ashkin was honoured for his invention
of "optical tweezers"
atoms, viruses and other living cells with
their laser beam fingers.

With this he was able to use the radiation
pressure of light to move physical objects,
"an old dream of science fiction," the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences said.

that grab particles,
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SEC 57 OF ICT ACT
2 men sued
for comments

about PM

UNB, Gopalganj

Two cases have been filed
under section 57 of the ICT
Act against two men from
the district's Kotalipara
upazila for making “derog-
atory comments” against
the prime minister on
Facebook.

The accused are Mafiz
Khan, 36, of Bomkura
village and Tushar Gain,
24, of Razapur village.

Police said Mafiz Khan
had been making deroga-
tory comments against
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina using his Facebook
account,

On February 13, Bedar
Uddin Jony, secretary of
Kotalipara Chhatra League,
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