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Cohorts snatch
drug peddler
from police

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi
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Armed criminals injured
two members of police and
snatched an arrested drug
peddler in Rajshahi on
Monday night.

During a drive in Madhya
Char area, a team of law
enforcers arrested drug
peddler Abdur Razzak and
confiscated several hundred
bottles of Phensidyl from
his possession.

Soon afterwards, around
9:00pm, over a dozen men
equipped with knives and
machetes surrounded the
two -- Assistant Sub-
Inspector Mahbub and
Constable Sujon, The gang
stabbed and beat them up,
said Assistant
Commissioner Ifte Khayer
Alam, spokesperson of
Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police.

Mahbub and Sujon were
admitted to Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital,
with the latter in a critical
condition with several stab
injuries, he added.
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Light to moderate rain/thundershowers with temporary gusty wind may occur at one or two

BARISHAL COX'SBAZAR  placesover Chattogram & Sylhet divisions and weather may remain dry with temporary partly
cloudy sky elsewhere over the country in next 24 hours till 6:00pm today, UNB said quoting the

Metoffice. The sun setsin the capital today at 05:44pm and rises tomorrowat 5:51am.

Wildlife Crime Control Unit of the forest department rescued three species of birds after a drive at pet shops in Dhaka's Mirpur and Savar's
Jirabo yesterday. A total of 190 munias, 22 alexandrine parakeets, and 40 doves were released in National Botanical Garden. According to
officials, the birds were captured from Ishwardi upazila.
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BRTA mobile
court jails
two brokers

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A mobile court of
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) in
Chattogram yesterday sen-
tenced two brokers to differ-
ent terms of imprisonment.
The arrestees are
Monirul Islam Badshah, 18,
and Syed Abdullah Al
Mamun, 30 -- both from
Hathazari, said Amil
Chakma, bench assistant of
BRTA Executive Magistrate
Ziaul Hoque Mir. Monirul
was sentenced to seven
days' jail while Abdullah
for 15 days, he added.
Magistrate Ziaul said they
had information that the two
were working as middlemen

and took money from service
seekers at BRTA,

The same court also
sentenced driver of a
pickup truck, Mohammad
Khorshed to 15 days' jail
for not having proper docu-
ments, during their drive at
Oxygen intersection.,

BNP politics confined
to party office

M NURUL HAYAT CHOWDHURY, Cig

Political activities of BNP in
Chattogram have remained restricted
to its city office and adjoining areas for
more than five years, as the govern-
ment is reportedly not allowing them
to hold programmes at any other
venue,

“The last rally we held was at Polo
Ground in 2012. We have applied to
the authorities concerned numerous
times for allowing us to hold gather-
ings in the city, but to no avail," Dr
Shahadat Hossain, BNP city unit presi-
dent, told The Daily Star.

“On Saturday, we sought permis-
sion from Chattogram Metropolitan
Police to hold a rally at Laldighi
Maidan on Thursday. We were denied
once again,” he said. "We have
announced the gathering, demanding
release of our Chairperson Khaleda
Ly

As the administration was not
allowing them to hold any programme

“They [the government] are
filing so many cases against
us that many of our party
activists don't even know
whether he or she is an
accused.”

BNP VICE CHAIRMAN
ABDULLAH AL NOMAN

at larger venues, they were forced to
organise events at its office (Nasiman
Bhaban) premises on Noor Ahmed
Road in Kazir Dewri area for a long
time, said party leaders.

“Since assuming office, the govern-
ment has not only barred us from
holding rallies at different venues, they
have also filed several hundred false
and fabricated cases against our party

workers,” said Shahadat Hossain.,

According to party leaders, at least
100 cases had been lodged with each of
the port city's 15 police stations against
more than 4,000 BNP leaders and
activists in the past few months.

“I am facing 46 cases and had to
spend one and a half months in prison
after being arrested on February 8,”
said the BNP city unit president,
“Many party members could not even
stay in their houses due to police
raids,” he alleged.

Abul Hashem Bakkar, secretary
general of BNP's city unit, said, "I'm
facing 25 cases and was arrested twice
in the last five years, He said ward and
thana unit leaders and activists are in a
more miserable condition.

“Before our party events, police raid
residences of party members and arrest
who ever they find,” he alleged.

Contacted, Abdullah Al Noman,
vice chairman of BNP, said though the
government repeatedly rejected their

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Golapgan;
municipality
by-election today

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Missing Sylhet councillor
found tied up under

The by-election to Golapganj municipality will be held
today with the Election Commission already completing all
necessary preparations for it.

The chairman position at the municipality became
vacant after chairman Sirajul Jabbar died on May 31. The AL
errant won the election in 2015 by defeating the then chair-
man and AL candidate, Jakaria Ahmed Paplu.

No other political party except Awami League (AL) is
taking part in today's election as BNP could not settle for any
suitable candidate.

The candidates are Jakaria Ahmed Paplu (Awami League)
and independent candidates Aminul Islam Rabel (AL
errant), Golam Kibria Chowdhury Sahin and Moshius
Sunnah Chowdhury Narjis.

Kibria and Sunnah are participating as independent
candidates after refusing nominations from BNP,

The nomination paper of BNP candidate Raju Ahmed
Chowdhury was cancelled by the Election Commission.

Golapganj municipality has 21,632 voters in nine of its
wards, Saidur Rahman, assistant returning officer of the
election, said, adding that they have appointed 9 presiding
officers, 59 assistant presiding officers and 118 polling
officers to conduct the poll.

bridge on highway

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The ward councillor of Zakiganj municipal-
ity in Sylhet, who went missing four days
ago, was found yesterday morning from
under a bridge on the Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway in Bariura area of Sarail in

Brahmanbaria.
Shahab Uddin Tapadar Shakil's hands

and legs were tied with ropes when locals
found him and informed police, Mofiz
Uddin Bhuiyan, officer-in-charge of Sarail
Police Station said.

Councillor Shakil, also convenor of
Zakiganj town Jubo League, went traceless
after he left home around 10:00pm on
Friday.

“He managed to write his name 'Shakil’
in a piece of paper to identify himself
becoming unconscious again, after police

rescued him,” the OC said, adding that he
has been admitted to Sarail Upazila Health
Complex.

Habibur Rahman Hawladar, officer-in-
charge of Zakiganj Police Station, said they
have already been informed of the matter,
and a team of police has been sent to Sarail
to bring him back to Sylhet.

Police still could not find what happened
to the missing councillor, but said they were
investigating the matter.

Shakil's brother Nazrul Islam, also an
Awami League leader of the upazila, earlier
told The Daily Star that Shakil told his fam-
ily that he was going to attend an arbitration
meeting, and did not return home that
night.

On Saturday afternoon, Islam filed a
general diary with Zakiganj Police Station in
this regard.
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Coastal area could
be developed into
economic hub

Experts urge govt action plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The coastal area of Bangladesh, enriched with natural resources,
may be developed into an economic hub if the government
takes proper action plan, experts said at a seminar yesterday.

Civil Engineering Department of the Institution of
Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) organised the seminar on
“Sustainable coastal development” at its office in Dhaka.

Experts speaking at the event urged authorities to address
waterlogging and salinisation for accelerating agricultural
production, and provide support to fishermen.

At the programme, Engr Malik Fida Abdullah Khan, deputy

Promising

FROM PAGE 3

“Leaving all. I don't know
if I can return, Please pray
for me...”

The next day, doctors at
Mount Elizabeth Hospital
found Sarcomatoid Renal
Cell Carcinoma, one of the
most complex forms of
cancer, in his kidney:.

Rafiqul underwent four
surgeries, chemotherapy
and radiotherapy. Though
he returned home, he had
to visit the hospital every
three months. He went
there early September, but
unfortunately was diag-
nosed with brain cancer,
said Rafiqul's wife Shahnaz
Parvin yesterday.

Doctors said he may need
two more rounds of chemo-
radiation therapy before an
evaluation on October 7.

In the last two and a half
years, more than Tk 2 crore
has been spent. Most of it
came from his friends and
colleagues, said Shahnaz,
lecturer of a college.

After the latest surgery,
the hospital has bills worth
60,000 Singapore dollars
(more than Tk 50 lakh) due.
For the next 15 days, bill
for each day would be
5,000 Singapore dollars
(more than Tk 42,000),
said Shahnaz, mother of an
eight-year-old.

Friends of Rafiqul have
opened a Facebook page --
Rafig-er Jonno Amra [we are
for Rafig] -- and are organis-
ing charity events. “We will
arrange a fundraising con-

ACCsecurity staffer suspended
over bribery

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) on Monday
suspended a member of its security staff for bribery
and fraud.

The police constable, Asaduzzaman, introduced
himself as an inspector and took bribe from officials of
a private firm, threatening to implicate them in a case,
said Pranab Kumar Bhattacharya, ACC's public rela-
tions officer.

He took money from the firm in three installments at
a restaurant in the capital and in Ramna Park, Pranab
added. The incident was unearthed by the commission's
intelligence department and was notified to Director
General Muhammad Munir Chowdhury.

The ACC has beefed up its internal monitoring system
to tackle corruption by its staff members, Munir said.

7 fined for making fake mango juice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mobile court of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-10) on
Monday sentenced seven persons to different jail terms
of upto 15 days and fined them Tk 11 lakh for allegedly
manufacturing mango juice using harmful chemicals.
Rab's executive magistrate Sarwoer Alam led the five-
hour drive along with Bangladesh Standards and Testing
Institution officials at two factories in Narayanganj.
During the drive it was discovered that mango pulp
was not being used to manufacture the juice, Sarwoer
said, adding that the factories do not have any laborato-
ries and the juice is produced in unhealthy environment.
The court also sealed off the factories.

Sust job festival begins today

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A two-day job festival is set to begin today at Shahjalal
University of Science and Technology (Sust).

Sust Career Club in association with Visa Centre, an
immigration consultancy firm in Sylhet, will organise
the festival.

Around forty companies are participating in the festi-
val with over 100 vacant positions for fresh graduates.

“Fresh graduates from all public and private universi-
ties in Sylhet can attend the festival,” said Sharmin
Sultana Mimi, president of the club.

Aspirants must bring their updated CV and photo-
graph to apply for jobs at the fair, she said.

Candidates selected primarily will be interviewed
tomorrow, she also said.

ASSAULT, MUGGING, KIDNAP ATTEMPT

JU suspends 5
BCL men

JU CORRESPONDENT

The authorities of Jahangirnagar University (JU) yesterday
suspended five students, all activists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) at JU, for their involvement in two separate
incidents including assault, mugging and attempted kidnap.

The authorities also formed a three-member probe com-
mittee and asked it to submit its report within 15 days, said
Rohima Kaniz, acting registrar of JU.

She also said Vice Chancellor Prof Farzana Islam made
the decisions exercising her executive power.

Four of the suspended students are residents of Shaheed
Rafig Jabbar Hall and loyal to SM Abu Sufiyan Chanchal,
general secretary of BCL's JU unit. They are Ya Rafiu Sikder,
Mostafizur Rahman and Shohel Rana -- first-year students at
Public Administration department; and Shuvashish Ghosh,
a third-year student at Bangla department.
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executive director of Centre for Environmental and Geographic
Information Services, said the coastal region of Bangladesh is
somewhat neglected, butit hasimmense potential.

Speaking as chief guest at the seminar, Fisheries and
Livestock Minister Narayon Chandra Chanda urged engi-
neers to develop new techniques and mechanism in ensur-
ing sustainable coastal development.

cert at Daffodil University
on QOctober 12,” said his

friend Mintoo Shamrat.

Any amount in help can
be sent to Shahnaz Parvin,

account no 114-101-

148720, DBBL Mohakhali

Branch, Dhaka.

The fifth suspended student, Zahidul Islam Sojol, a
fourth-year student at Accounting and Information Systems
(AIS), is loyal to JU BCL president Jewel Rana.

In the first incident, on September 24, a group of BCL
activists including Sikder, Mostafizur, Shohel and
Shuvashish beat up Mahmudul Haque Sohag, a master's
student of Journalism and Media Studies (JMS) department
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