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THE KANCHPUR-MEGHNA-GUMTI BRIDGES
ARE BEING BUILT WITH HIGHLY DUCTILE GRADE 420
BSRM ULTIMA BARS

Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant
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QUAKE, TSUNAMI IN INDONESIA

Death toll
tops 1,200

AGENCIES, The Jakarta Post

Indonesia yesterday scrambled to get help into quake-hit
Sulawesi island as survivors streamed away from their
ruined homes and accounts of devastation filtered out of
remote areas, including the death of 34 children at a
Christian camp.

Rescuers are racing against time to reach victims still
trapped under rubble three days after the disaster.

At least 1,200 people have been killed and hundreds
more feared buried in landslides from the 7.5-magnitude
earthquake that hit Central Sulawesi on Friday, which was
followed by several aftershocks, a tsunami as high as six
metres (20 feet) and mudslides, according to data from the
National Disaster Mitigation Agency (BNPB), reported The
Jakarta Post.

Nearly three days after the quake, the extent of the disas-
ter was not known with authorities bracing for the toll to

climb - perhaps into the thousands - as connections with

remote areas up and down the coast are restored.
Dozens of people were reported to be trapped in the
rubble of several hotels and a mall in the small city of Palu,
SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

A stretch of the 16-kilometre Chittagong City Outer Ring Road being built along the Bay of Bengal by
Chittagong Development Authority. The Tk 2,426 crore road, expected to open to the public by January, is
likely to help ease traffic congestion in the port city. Story on page 2.

FOREIGN WORKERS
KL moves

to reform
policy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The new Malaysian govern-
ment has moved to reform
the country's foreign work-
ers' recruitment and man-
agement policy, aiming to
bring discipline to the sec-
tor.

"What is happening now
is that there are ad hoc poli-
cies. Today one ministry will
come up with one policy
and tomorrow another
policy," said Malaysian
Human Resources Minister
M Kulasegaran yesterday,
while speaking to reporters
after a programme in Ipoh,
the capital of Malaysian
state Perak.

To coordinate the overall
policies and the manage-
ment of migrant workers,
the new government, led by

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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Ex-CJ Sinha
seeks political

asylum in US

Graft case filed against
him in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alien life under the
surface of Mars!

Former chief justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha on
Saturday said he had
sought political asylum in
the United States.

He also told the BBC
Bangla Service on Sunday
that there were risks to his
life in Bangladesh.

"Militants have
attempted to kill me on
multiple occasions. My
wife was attacked. My
village home was set on
fire," he told the BBC.

Justice Sinha, who is in
the United States now, also
said, “My heart is bleeding.
Coming here as a chief
justice and then seeking
political asylum raises
questions about our coun-
try, government and val-
ues... But who will ensure
my safety?”

He held a press confer-
ence in Washington

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Alien life might have been able to flourish under
the surface of Mars, according to a major new
study:.

The red planet once had the right conditions to
allow microbes to thrive there, the new research
claims. Those microorganisms could have been
able to survive for hundreds of millions of years
on the ancient planet.

“We showed, based on basic physics and chem-
istry calculations, that the ancient Martian
subsurface likely had enough dissolved hydrogen
to power a global subsurface biosphere,” said Jesse
Tarnas, a graduate student at Brown University

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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DIGITAL SECURITY ACT
Joy criticises
Sampadak
Parishad

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

In a post on his verified
Facebook page, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's
ICT Affairs Adviser Sajeeb
Wazed Joy has heavily
criticised Sampadak
Parishad (Editors' Council)
for raising objections to
some sections of the newly
passed Digital Security Act.

Following is the full text
of the post.

"Certain quarters are
criticising our newly passed
Digital Security Act. Their
main concern centres
around a few sections, |
had reviewed the early
versions that were drafted
by the ICT ministry. Here is
my opinion.

With regards to hacking
and covert surveillance in
government offices and
computers, this was created
to protect citizen data and
privacy. We did not have
any specific laws against

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

PBCP leader
killed in a

'shootout’

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

An outlawed party leader
was killed in a "gunfight”
with police in Pabna Sadar
upazila early yesterday.

Abul Hossain alias Abu
Nakshal, 55, of Purba
Raghabpur village in the
upazila, was the district
commander of Purbo
Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP-ML) Lal Pataka
faction, police said.

Goutam Kumar Biswas,
additional superintendent
of Pabna police, said acting
on a tip-off, police arrested
Abul from his village on
Sunday afternoon. During
interrogation, Abu
informed police about their
arms den, he said.

As per his statement, a
police team took him to
Dhopaghata area for
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JAMAAT 5-10 1-15 4-30 6-05 8-00
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE FOR CANCER THERAPY

us, Japanese duo

AFP, Stockholm

Two immunologists, James Allison of the US and Tasuku Honjo of
Japan, won the 2018 Nobel Medicine Prize for research into how the
body's natural defences can fight cancer, the jury said yesterday.

Unlike more traditional forms of cancer treatment that directly
target cancer cells, Allison and Honjo figured out how to help the
patient’s own immune system tackle the cancer more quickly.

The award-winning discovery led to treatments targeting proteins
made by some immune system cells that act as a "brake" on the body's

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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