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Scenes of erosion by the Padma river at Bahadurpur Bazar in Harirampur upazila of Manikganj and right,
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Haiarpar village in Tongibari upazila of Munshiganj.

300 houses lost to Pad
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Over 600 families become homeless in Manikganj, Munshiganj

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Erosion by the Padma river has turned
serious in different areas of Manikganj and
Munshiganj.

The river devoured the whole of Boro
Bahadurpur village and large portions of
five other villages under Harirampur
upazila in Manikganj during the last few
years, reports our correspondent.

According to a NASA report, Harirampur
is the worst affected area due to river ero-
sion in Bangladesh.

Ten among the 13 unions of the upazila
are affected by the erosion.

Most of the Lechraganj, Sutalori, Azimnagar
and Kanchanpur unions went into the river
while large portions of Harukandi, Dhulsura,
Boyra, Ramkrisnapur, Gopinathpur and Balla
were badly affected due to erosion by Padma.

“In last one month, more than 600
families became homeless as 300 houses of
Boro Bahadurpur, Chhoto Bahadurpur and
Degirchar villages of Gopinathpur union
were washed away. One hundred and fifty
more houses in Ramkrishnapur union were
eroded along with paddy fields and busi-
ness set-ups,” said Abdul Kuddus, chair-

man of Gopinathpur Union Parishad.

Many other families are under the threat
of devastating river erosion, he said.

During a visit to the erosion hit areas, a
number of villagers were seen leaving their
houses to shift to safer places in fear of
further erosion.

“After losing our houses to the river, |
along with some other families live on the
land of Wahab Munshi of Degirchar village
and each family has to pay Tk 2,000 as rent
to the land owner,” said 70-year-old Abdul
Latif of Chhoto Bahadurpur.

Day labourers Barek Shikdar and Selim
Mallik of Boro Bahadurpur village also
took shelter at Degirchar village after their
house was devoured early this season.

Fisherman Sharif Mirza of Chhoto
Bahadurpur village said he along with his
elderly mother, wife and two adult daugh-
ters stay in a one-room tin-shed house on a
rented land in a neighbouring area as he
lost his house in this year's erosion.

Hafiz Uddin Bepari, 70, Tara Banu, 60, and
Suruj Ali, 55, of Boro Bahadurpur village said
theylost everything in the river erosion this year.

Many of the erosion-hit people have
similar tales to tell.

All the 1,200 families of Boro
Bahadurpur village lost their homestead as
the river erosion destroyed the entire village
in last 10 years, locals said.

They urged the government to arrange
housing for all the erosion victim families
and make permanent concrete embank-
ment to check the river erosion.

Manikganj Water Development Board
(WDB) Executive Engineer Mahbube
Mawla Md Mehedi Hasan said his depart-
ment dumped Geo bags at five points of the
river recently to prevent the erosion in
Bahadurpur and Ramkrishnapur areas.

“We are planning to build a permanent
embankment there in next dry season, he said.

Qur Munshiganj Correspondent reports:
Erosion by the Padma has rendered eight fami-
lies homeless at Haiarpar village in Tongibari
upazilaunderthe districtin last week.

Many other houses and infrastructures
are under threat.

The erosion has been expedited by
strong waves on both sides of the river due
to unplanned dredging and movement of
ships carrying sand.

In last year, 14 families in the village
were affected by the river erosion. Many

important structures including tube-wells
in the village also went into the river.

“Erosion started in Hasail of Tongibari
and Paikara village under Louhajang upazila
in this season. The government shelter centre
at Paikara village went into the river at the
beginning of the rainy season,” Munshiganj
Deputy Commissioner Saila Farzana said.

Unplanned dredging and land grabbing
has been changing the course of the river and
causing erosion at Haiarpar, said President of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon's Munshiganij
unit and Munshiganj Nadi Bachao
Committee advocate Mujibur Rahman.

Since 1993 the Padma has devoured at
least 39 villages on its both banks, mostly
in Naria of Shariatpur on the other side of
Munshiganj, he said.

Tongibari Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Mosammat Hasina Akter said she has writ-
ten to the WDB to take necessary steps to
prevent river erosion.

“I have also asked the authorities con-
cerned to take action after investigation
against the people involved with unplanned
dredging. Steps have also been taken to stop
movement of sand carrying vessels that
create strong waves on the river, " she said.
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more liberal outlook in
Indian society with the
Supreme Court having on
September 6 scrapped a
ban on gay sex dating back
to 1861,

A bench comprising
Chief Justice Dipak Misra
and Justices R F Nariman,
A M Khanwilkar, DY
Chandrachud and Indu
Malhotra, the lone woman
in the bench, said unequal
treatment of women invites
the wrath of the
Constitution, reported our
New Delhi correspondent.

The bench held Section
497 of the Indian Penal
Code, which deals with the
offence of adultery, as
unconstitutional.

The law, first brought in
under British colonial rule
in 1860, prescribed that
any man who slept with a
married woman without
her husband's permission
had committed adultery, a
crime carrying a five-year
prison term in the conserva-
tive country.

"Adultery cannot and
should not be a crime. It
can be a ground for a civil
offence, a ground for
divorce,” Justice Misra said
while reading out the
judgment.

Section 497 of the
Indian Penal Code says
"whoever has sexual inter-
course with a person who
is and whom he knows or
has reason to believe to be
the wife of another man,
without the consent or
connivance of that man,
such sexual intercourse not
amounting to the offence of
rape, is guilty of the offence
of adultery.”

A petitioner, an Indian
businessman, had chal-
lenged the court to strike
down the law, describing
it as arbitrary and
discriminatory against
women,

“Thinking of adultery
from a point of view of
criminality is a retrograde
step," unanimously
declared the five-judge
bench of the Supreme
Court.

Women could not file a
complaint under the
archaic law nor be held
liable for adultery them-
selves, making it solely the
realm of men.

The court said it
deprived women of dig-
nity and individual choice
and "gives license to the
husband to use women as
a chattel".

"It disregards the sexual

autonomy which every
woman possesses and
denies agency to a woman
in a matrimonial tie," said
Supreme Court Justice DY
Chandrachud.

"She is subjugated to
the will of her spouse.”

Government lawyers
argued that adultery
should remain a crime as it
threatens the institution of
marriage, and caused harm
to children and families,
reported AFP.

But in its ruling, the
court said extramarital
affairs -- while still a valid
ground for divorce -- were
a private matter between
adults.

Adultery might not be
cause of unhappy mar-
riage, it could be result of
an unhappy marriage,
Justice Misra observed.

Prashant Bhushan, a
lawyer in the Supreme
Court, said the watershed
decisions on gay sex and
adultery had shown the
judges' "adherence to
liberal wvalues and the
constitution”.

"Another fine judge-
ment by the SC," he
tweeted after yesterday's
ruling.

Congress lawmaker and
president of women's wing
of the party Sushmita Dev
agreed with him. "Excel-
lent decision to de-
criminalise adultery. Also
a law that does not give
women the right to sue her
adulterer husband and can't
be herselt sued if she is in
adultery is unequal treat-
ment & militates against her
status as an individual sepa-
rate entity."

National Commission
of Women chief Rekha
Sharma, too, welcomed
the judgement and said it
should have been removed
long time ago.

In 1954, the court
upheld adultery as a crime
arguing "it is commonly
accepted that it is the man
who is the seducer, and not
the woman".

But in their ruling yes-
terday, the judges said this
narrative no longer
applied, noting also that
Britain did away with its
own laws penalising adul-
tery long ago.

"Man being the seducer
and women being the
victim no longer exits.
Equality is the governing
principle of a system.
Husband is not the master

of the wife," the verdict
added.
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iR Magura's Sreepur Vacancy Announcement (Re-advertisement)
upazila. Nine boats _ Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF), an apex development organization was established by the Government of the
fru.m h‘!agura, KUE!“"’- People’s Republic of Bangladesh in 1990 for sustainable poverty reduction through employment generation. Since its
Rajbari, Gopalganj and inception, PKSF has been implementing various poverty alleviation programs and projects through its Partner
Faridpur 1m_:lr_c part in Organizations (POs) all over the country.
the competition. PKSF is going to implement a Government approved project titled ‘Sustainable Enterprise Project (SEP)’, financed
y the Wor . The project development objective is to increase adoption of environmentally sustainable practices
by the World Bank. The project devel bjective is to i doption of envi Il inabl '
by targeted microenterprises following business cluster development approach.
: SR PKSF hereby invites applications from the suitable candidates for the following positions under the SEP project:
- s S Name of the Posts with number Consolidated
Salary (BDT)
8 ™ M s : d e I [ Senior Program Officer (ICT Specialist)-01 1,20,000/-
TR REITT S ]. S S 1 ng rlver 2 | Senior Program Officer (Branding, E-commerce and Innovation Specialist)-01 1,20,000/-
?ﬁw 3 | Program Officer (Value Chain Development)-01 90,000/-
f d k = l l d 4 | Program Officer (Training and Community Development) -01 90,000/-
ﬁ@f@‘ ourn 111€C 5| Program Officer (Social Safeguard - SMF & TPF) 01 90,000
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna 6 | Program Officer (Monitoring and Evaluation - GIS) -01 90,000/-

: ; : . 7 | Program Officer (Monitoring and Evaluation - RBM& MIS) -01 90,000/-
T e R | e o e e o ||| [ 8| Program Officer et Engnering) 1 50000
w W@ﬂ ?ﬁ{ w W ) ‘ET% @I’C‘@' B# after he went missing. 9 Prﬂg;ram Officer (Fl]]ﬂl'lﬂﬁ and Alldll) 01 gﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂf-
Toiq Frale SEEl EE mﬁgﬁa AT 5818’ The victim Maruf Hossain, 42, son of late Moslem 10 | Program Officer (Enterprise Development- Textile and Fashion) -01 90,000/-
it e SraeeeeE S S 2062 | u ;igtir; t::; ilegih; nhdi Ei}_f;u:;i Lﬂrglﬁmi;n 3: ;13 Pri i;ll;:;::?' 11 | Program Officer (Enterprise Development- Leather Engineering) -01 90,000/-

— W 1 r Y - " = L,
ARG WifReT @ ARIREE S g b Hicd & wbnerdt dias 12 | Program Officer (Enterprfse Development- Food Technology) -01 90,000/
E Wﬁ@ o ﬁ W@Tﬁﬂ. " §| 0%y with Sadar Police Station the 13 PI"UEIHHI Officer (Enterpnsa DE?Elﬂpﬂlﬂﬂt- Arts and Craft JE“WEII'F} -01 9{],0{]04’-
e e s same day. Locals found 14 | Program Officer (Enterprise Development- Livestock-husbandry) -01 90,000/-
ot < ' kil Locals found a bag with a body : 15 | Program Officer (Enterprise Development - Fisheries) -01 90,000/
a bag with gr (Enterp P ) ;
(B! ST F0S TATI IR0 T el 38 TEHG 03 stuffed in it under the bridge at TR Officer (E e Devel Aeri-engineering) 01 90.000/
57 TR A G T o somom 0w | || | Alokdiarvillage and informed the Maruf sy Dfhier (Enterpise Davelonment gn-engineciing) - L0
< police, who recovered the decom- Hossain's 17 | Program Officer (Enterprise Development - Agriculture) -01 90,000/-
Iw ET@’T TFE w o8 QB, dq AT posed body fl:{}m the spot. bﬂd}’ St lﬁfﬂd 18 ﬁSSiStElIlt Program Officer (ﬁﬂﬂpliﬂl'ﬂtl'atiﬂﬂ and Procurement) -01 70,000/-
oW ¢ fymiRfE S wEdEmEe  erwenin _ Later, family members of the — . .. 7, . 19 | Assistant Program Officer (Environment & Natural Resources Management) -02 70,000/-
www.moa.gov.bd; ARHART W EEI n:h”fztei;;?p;izni:ii‘;; bridge 20 | Assistant Program Officer (Accounts and Finance) -01 70,000/-
erTEs www.dae.gov.bd; @‘& w7 HifSrE PTlas: Rt O e Ok arge 21 Assistant Officer [Cﬂm?uter Uperatur} -01 50,000/-
eI www.ais.gov.bd; FEE (S PR Masud Rana. 22 | Assistant Officer (Public Relation Officer) -01 50,000/-
FEEN R FEE  TAAREES, I AR Criminals killed him, put the body in a bag and The candidates will be recruited for the project period on contractual basis. For detailed Terms of Reference (ToR) and
SRR SR NG A | d}?mp}‘i‘i L ‘q‘lﬁé‘d};f” ;‘lfge* th'fj S 53’;[11* add‘Eg other instructions for each post please visit PKSF’s website: www.pksf-bd.org/e_recruitment. Interested candidates
L S i Pamaes ;F i e who fulfill the requirements should apply online through www.bdjobs.com by 14 October 2018. Only short-listed
oriiihs ANV SEURERAL IINGESRIER & it Bl candidates will be contacted. PKSF highly discourages any kind of persuasion. PKSF reserves the right to cancel
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