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CANCELLATION OF INDO-PAK MEET

Imran criticises
'arrogant' India

AFP, Islamabad

India's decision to cancel rare talks with Islamabad was
disappointing and "arrogant”, Imran Khan said yesterday,
one day after New Delhi accused Pakistan's prime minister
of harbouring an "evil agenda”.

India pulled the plug on a meeting between its foreign
minister and her Pakistani counterpart set for next week on
the sidelines of a major UN conference, just one day after
saying it would go ahead.

The foreign ministry in New Delhi blamed the about-
face on recent actions that had revealed Pakistan's "evil
agenda" and the "true face" of Khan, who hit back on
Twitter Saturday.

"Disappointed at the arrogant & negative response by
India to my call for resumption of the peace dialogue," he
wrote.

"However, all my life I have come across small men occu-
pying big offices who do not have the vision to see the larger
picture.”

New Delhi said it cancelled the talks after the "latest
brutal killings of our security personnel by Pakistan-based
entities" and the recent release of a series of Pakistani post-
age stamps "glorifying a terrorist and terrorism”.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

A collapsed Bailey bridge over the Changi river in Mahalchhari upazila of Khagrachhari. Part of a submerged stone-laden
truck, which was on the bridge when it collapsed, is also seen. One of five labourers travelling on the vehicle drowned.

Malaysia cops
round up 55
Bangladeshis

THE STAR, Malaysia

Malaysian immigration
police detained 338 foreign-
ers, including 55
Bangladeshis, while raiding
a factory in Cyberjaya, said
Mustafar Ali, director gen-
eral of Malaysian
Immigration Department.
He said 36 men and 172
women from Indonesia, 25
men, and three women
from Myanmar, and 47
Nepalese men were among,
the detainees of the opera-
tion dubbed Ops Mega 3.0.
“We checked 2,230 peo-
ple at the location and
detained 338 foreigners.
"Most of them were
detained for using tempo-
rary foreign worker permit
(PLKS) belonging to differ-
ent companies,” Mustafar
said.
Initial investigations
revealed that a few companies
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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2 schoolgirls,
housewife
raped in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Two schoolgirls and a
housewife have been raped
in separate incidents in
Pabna on Thursday, police
said.

In the early hours of
Thursday, a schoolgirl, 15,
of Sujanagar municipality
area of the district, was
gang-raped after she had
been allegedly taken to the
house of a local municipal-
ity councillor Md Shaheb
Ali, along with a boy who
she was with at the time.

Police arrested five sus-
pects, including one of the
key accused, over the inci-
dent after a case was filed
with Sujanagar Police
Station against 10 to 12
people on Friday.

Five of the accused were
named, including the coun-
cillor's associate Anwar
Hossain Anai and brother
Md Nayeb Ali, said Md
Sariful Islam, officer-in-
charge of the police station.

Recounting the incident,
the girl's mother said that
her daughter, a class seven
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It has been a question plaguing the museum dedi-
cated to one of America's greatest presidents: Is the
hat real?

The hat in question is of the stovepipe variety
thatadorned the head of Abraham Lincoln -- recog-
nized for his fashion sense and lauded for ending
slavery.

The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum in Illinois had displayed the chocolate
brown, beaver fur hat as one that had in fact been
on the 16th LS president's head.

It is a prized possession, a big visitor draw, and
valued at $6.5 million -- one of only three such
Lincoln hats displayed at an American museum.

But it may not be Lincoln's hat after all.

FBI analysts and curators at the national
Smithsonian Institution have analyzed the hat at
the unpublicized request of the lllinois museum's
foundation, an independent organization respon-
sible for fundraising and acquiring objects.
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Two killed in
'shootouts'

STAR REPORT

Two people, including a
suspected drug trader, were
killed in separate “shoot-
outs” in Jashore and
Bandarban districts early
yesterday.

Police said Shahidul
[slam Tapan alias Tera
Tapan was a suspected drug
trader killed in a “gunfight”
between two groups of
drug traders in Bablatola
area of Jashore town.

On information that a
gunfight was taking place
between two groups of
drug traders, a team of
police raided the area
around 3:00am, reports
UNB quoting Naimur
Rahman, assistant superin-
tendent of Jashore Sadar
Circle police.

Sensing the presence of
police, the drug traders
escaped and the law enforc-
ers recovered the bullet-hit
body of Tapan from the
scene, he added.

The police also recov-
ered 5 kilogrammes of
hemp from the spot.

The deceased's brother
Sajjadul Islam said Tapan
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Pedestrians cover their mouths and noses as they
cross the Port Connecting Road at Halishahar Wapda
in Chattogram city through a cloud of dust kicked up
by passing vehicles. Insel, a woman covers the mouth
and nose of her child as they travel on a motorbike
there. Development work on the road is blamed for the

UP chairman shot dead

Fingers pointed at the PS of a Barishal MP

parishad for the first time two years ago.

Nantu's assistant and political activist
Nihar Haldar, 40, was shot and injured in
the lower abdomen, added the OC.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, [halakathi

A union parishad chairman was shot dead,
while his assistant suffered bullet wounds,

in Kafra Bazar area of Barishal's Uzirpur Speaking to the The Daily Star, Opu
upazila, on Friday night. Mondal, Nantu's nephew, said that around

Shishir Kumar Paul, officer-in-charge of 9:00pm, while the chairman was at his own
Uzirpur Police Station, confirmed the gshop at Kafra Bazar with his assistant, PRAYER TIMING SEPTEMBER 23

incident and said the dead was identified around 12 men wearing masks suddenly Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
as Bishwajeet Halder Nantu, 42, president appeared on motorbikes and opened fireon | AZAN  4-4012-454-30 605 7-30
of Jalla Union Awami League. He was Nantu and Nihar. Police reached the spot | JAMAAT 5-15 1-15 4-45 610 8-00
elected as chairman of Jalla union SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 S0 '
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